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Principal’s Note

It is a living record of the diversity 
that defines us. Let us, in reading,   
commit once again with heart, thew 
and sinew to joyful learning from 
each other. 

Let us take this spirit into the world 
outside, where it is fast becoming a 
forgotten value.

We began in 1882 as a small initiative 
in continuing education that   
offered Arts and Science courses, 
but today are a campus bustling 
with undergraduate, postgraduate, 
and doctoral programmes. The 
institution is today defined by its 
ability to hold in equilibrium the 
traditional and the interdisciplinary 
in the Humanities, the Social 
Sciences, the Sciences, Commerce & 

The College has thus begun to 
expand visibly, and this is perhaps 
the moment in which we must begin 
to pay attention to the fundamental 
ideas that define our identity.

There are two words we should begin 
with. College, which has its roots in 
the Latin term for partnership, and 
collegiality, the practices by which a 
diverse group of individuals working 
towards different goals nevertheless  
function in an atmosphere of mutual 
respect and affirmation. 

If we ask ourselves what we must 
have faith in, and what we must toil 
towards, the inner prompting that 
answers our question will point us 
to learning anew how to work in 
partnership, and how to rediscover a 
spirit of mutual affirmation.

  Only in making this effort to learn, 
and to learn from each other, can we 
hope to find community. The words 
‘excellence’ and ‘justice’ achieve 
meaning only in such a community.

Management, the Languages, 
and Vocational Studies. 



2

College Events

Admissions 2019
The  admission process  for  the  year 
2019  began  in  the   month  of March, 
with  application forms being made 
available online for all undergraduate  
and postgraduate courses. The admission 
committee constituted by the Rector, Dr. 
(Fr.) Melwyn D’cunha, S.J. went through 
meticulous planning to run the entire 
admission process smoothly. Fr. Joy 
Rodrigues, S.J. was the convener of the 
committee. 

All staff, teaching and non-teaching, were 
allowed to choose one of the slots during 
the vacation for admission work. For courses 
such as BA (EJP), BA (Visual Communication), 
BCA, B.Voc, MA (Mass Communication and 
Journalism), MA (English), B.Sc Big Data 
Analytics and MA (Advertising and Public 
Relations), the selection of students was 
based on entrance exams. Two entrance 
exam dates were  announced to enable 
prospective students to choose a convenient 
date to write the exam. 

The college offered seven new courses. 
The new Post Graduate courses on offer 
were MA Advertising and Public Relations, 
M.Sc Organic Chemistry and Food Science 
technology. The new undergraduate courses 
this year were BBA, B.COM IFA, and BA JIP. 
There was an overwhelming  number of 
applicants for various courses especially 
B.COM, BBA, BA (EJP), BCA AND MA (English). 
The seats for all the courses are full. There 
were 12,270 applications in all. The number of 
admissions were well beyond expectations. 
There were 2700 new admissions.

Investiture Ceremony
The Investiture Ceremony for the newly 
elected Student Council and Class 

Lectio Brevis
The  first meeting of the academic year 2019-
20, Lectio Brevis, for which Dr. Syed Wajeed 
was the convener, was preceded by tea. The 
meeting began with a prayer song by Ms. 
Divina Lobo and Mr. Leonard Aiman. This 
was followed by readings from the Bible, the 
Holy Quran and the Bhagavad Gita by Ms. 
Vidisha D’Souza, Dr. Syed  Wajeed and Dr. 
Neelam Mishra. Ms. Divina Lobo, the emcee, 
welcomed the gathering. 

Ms. Poonam R. Ahuja and Mr. Taral Shah 
introduced the newly-appointed teaching 
and non-teaching staff of the college. This was 
followed by the Principal’s address where Dr. 
(Fr.) Victor Lobo S.J., spoke about the “lights” 
and “shadows” of the previous year as well as 
plans for the college for the new academic 
year. Dr.Melwin Colaco, Registrar, then 
addressed the gathering on the academic 
changes that could be implemented to keep 
us updated in the digital era. Dr. Jacob Paul 
V. J., the Controller of Examinations, thanked 
the staff for their support in the smooth 
running of examinations and  also gave them 
directives to be followed with regard to the 
office of examinations. 
Dr.(Fr.) Melwyn D’Cunha, S.J., the Rector, 
addressed the audience and urged them to 
think out of the box for the benefit of the 
student community and humanity at large. 
The  Josephite family also extended their 
wishes to Fr. William Marcel S.J., Fr. Joy 
Rodrigues, S.J. and Dr. Somashekariah B. V. 
on their birthdays. Ms. Parul Batra proposed 
the Vote of Thanks. The programme ended 
with a sumptuous lunch.

Representatives was organised on June 24, 
2019, at 4:00 pm in the college auditorium. 

After the college anthem, Ms. Latha Paul, 
Coordinator of Associations, invoked the 
blessings of the Almighty. 
Dr.(Fr.)Victor Lobo, S.J., Principal, St Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous), Mr. Timothy Franklyn, 
Chief Guest, Dr. Melwin Colaco, Registrar, 
Ms. Amita Priyadarshini, Student  Governor, 
and Mr. Kevin Lloyd, the Student Council 
President, lit the ceremonial lamp. 

Ms. Amita  Priyadarshini welcomed the 
gathering and spoke about how the college 
fosters the spirit of democracy through the 
practice of voting. Mr. Kiran Jeevan, Public 
Relations and Placement Officer, introduced 
the Chief Guest, Mr. Timothy Franklyn, the 
founder of National School of Journalism and 
alumnus of London School of Economics. Mr. 
Franklyn spoke on politics and democracy 
and urged the newly elected representatives 
to take on their duties with the spirit of Fide 
et Labore. 

The Principal in his address inspired the 
students to show willingness to be of service 
to others and become humane leaders and 
use their innate leadership abilities. This 
was followed by the badge-pinning and 
oath-taking ceremony where the Student 
Council and the Class Representatives  were 
presented with their badges and sworn in. 

The President of the outgoing student 
council, Ms. Afreen Mody, the student 
councils of Mount Carmel College, Bishop 
Cottons Women Christian College, and Jain 
CMS were also present and  congratulated 
the newly sworn Student Council.

KTM Bike Release
Renowned European bike brand KTM Motors 
launched its latest bike RC 125 at St. Joseph’s
College (Autonomous) on July 29, 2019. Mr. 
Sandeep, the branch manager of Khivraj 
Motors along with the PRO of the college, 
Mr. Kiran Jeevan unveiled the bike. A small 
contest was held to entertain the students 
wherein the winners won a free ride on 
the newly unveiled bike. The students also 
showcased their talents by singing and 
beatboxing.
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Talk on Outcome Based 
Education
A talk on Outcome Based Education (OBE), 
a learning  paradigm that focuses on 
outcomes of education instead of results, 
was delivered on June 10, 2019 at 1:30 pm by 
Dr. H S Guruprasad. 

Since this is an initiative of NAAC as part of 
its revised norms to enhance competencies 
in students  and to gauge the knowledge 
and skills acquired at various levels of the 
programme, the Internal Quality Assurance 
Cell organised the talk. Dr. H S Guruprasad,  
Professor, Department of Information 
Science and Engineering, BMS College of 
Engineering, Bengaluru, one of the resource 
persons in structuring OBE, helped our 
faculty  to understand the concept better 
with a smattering of wit and humour. The 
programme was coordinated by Dr. Syed 
Wajeed, Director, IQAC and Ms. Amita 
Priyadarshini moderated the session.

Talk on Revised NAAC 
Norms and Procedures
Dr. Syed  Wajeed,  Director, IQAC and  
Associate Professor, Department of 
Microbiology, delivered a talk on revised 
NAAC norms and procedures  to the faculty 
of St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous) on 
June 8, 2019 at 2 pm. He covered all the 
seven criterias of NAAC. As Annual Quality 
Assurance Report (AQAR) is data driven, 
he urged the departments and various 
committees to keep documenting personal  
and departmental events and to submit 
the data on Linways portals for the last two 
academic years.

Parents’ Council Meeting
The Parents’ Council organised the first 
meeting for the academic year 2019-20 on 
July 13, 2019 between 3:30 pm to 5 pm at 
the Basketball court, Magis Block. Mr. Cyril 
and Dr. Eraiah were in charge of organising 
the programme.

All parents were contacted through the ERP 
of the college and pre registrations were made 
with an overwhelming response of over 200 
participants. The meeting was preceded by 
refreshments. 

Dr. Priyanka Parmar welcomed the audience 
and enlightened them about the activities 
of the Parents’ Council. Ms. Princy Nisha 
invoked the blessings of the Almighty with 
a prayer. This was followed by icebreakers, 
which were facilitated by Mr. Samuel Prince, 
a parent and active member of the Council. 
After this, a brainstorming session was held 
to decide the themes for the workshops to 
be organised this academic year, some of 
core team. The programme ended with Dr. 
Eraiah proposing a vote of thanks.

Parent Orientation
Parent orientation, held on June 7 and 8, 
2019, was an initiative by the Parent Council 
to introduce parents of the new students to 
Jesuit ideals that drive the core functioning 
of this institution. With an attendance of 
around 1200 parents on the first day, the 
programme began with a welcome address 
by Ms. Mamatha, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Microbiology, while on the 
second day when more than 1300 were 
present, Ms. Latha Paul, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Social Work, welcomed the 
gathering. 

Dr. (Fr.) Victor Lobo, S.J., Principal, addressed 
the  gathering by insisting on the importance 
of honesty and family values and talked 
about how children mirror the actions of 
their parents, so parents should practise 
what they preach and lead by example. Dr. 
(Fr.) Melwyn D’Cunha S.J., the Rector, used 
anecdotes and stories to urge parents not 
to be judgemental and also engage in the 
pursuit of character formation. A video 
directed by Dr. Ronald Mascarenhas from the 
Department of Chemistry, introduced the 
parents to the history and functioning of the 
college. Ms. Ria Saha from the Department 
of Microbiology took the parents through a 
session on ‘How the System Works’. 

On the first day, a panel discussion on the idea 
of autonomy was conducted by Ms. Poonam 
Ahuja from the Department of Botany. Dr. 
(Fr.) Richard Rego, Dr. Arul Mani, Dr. Stephen 
Titus, and Dr. Jacob Paul were the panellists. 
The panel discussion for the second day was 
conducted by Ms. Amita Priyadarshni from 
the Department of Commerce in which the 
panellists were Dr. Etienne Rassendren, Mr. 
Anuplal G, Mr. Charles Ambrose, and Dr. 
Jacob Paul. Dr. Shailaja Shastri, an eminent 
psychologist and motivational trainer, 
addressed the parents in the next session 
and kept them entertained with activities 
while addressing the issues involved in 
parenting adolescents. 

Student Orientation
With  nearly 2200 first year students present, 
the student orientation was held on June 
6, 2019.The program was organised in two 
sessions. The first part of the morning session 
started off in the auditorium for BA and B. Sc 
students.

The Principal Dr. (Fr.) Victor Lobo, S.J., the 
Rector Dr. (Fr.) Melwyn D’Cunha, S.J., and 
Vice Principals Fr. William Marcel Rodrigues, 
S.J. and Ms. W. Jothy addressed the students. 
Students were  informed about the rules 
and regulations of the college and were 
given a sense of history associated with 
the institution. They were familiarised with 
Ignatian pedagogical values and were 
inspired to be active participants in their 
learning environments. 

After the morning session, students moved to 
their respective classrooms where their class 
mentors and teachers met them to orient 
them about their courses, subjects, and 
electives. Icebreakers were also conducted to 
make the students feel comfortable around 
their new classmates. Meanwhile, the PG, 
B.Com and students of professional courses 
gathered in the auditorium.

This session was followed by a performance 
by the college Indian dance team 
Mruthyunjaya. Mr. Samuel Prince, a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Parents’ 
Council talked about the various activities 
undertaken by the Council. 

The vote of thanks was delivered by Ms. 
Princy Nisha from the Department of 
Commerce and Dr. Priyanka Parmar from the 
Department of Electronics on each of the two 
days, respectively. Lunch was served and on 
both days, the programme concluded with 
extensive  interaction between the parents 
and the Principal.
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Swagath, the fresher’s day programme was 
organised on June 29, 2019 in the college 
auditorium. First year students came dressed 
according to the theme ‘The Red Carpet’. As 
per the theme, a red carpet was rolled out in 
front of the venue and a huge star-shaped 
board was wplaced for freshers to sign their 
names.

 Mr. Sihi Kahi Chandru, a renowned Kannada 
television and movie actor, chef and former 
Josephite was the Chief Guest for the event. 
The Joint Secretary of the Student Council, 
Akshay Kumar, welcomed the gathering. This 
was followed by a dance performance by the 
Indian Dance Team, Mrityunjaya. The Student 
Governor, Ms. Amita Priyadarshini, felicitated 
the Chief Guest. Mr. Chandru regaled the 
audience with anecdotes from his college 
days and urged them to follow their passion. 
Dr. (Fr.) Victor Lobo S.J., Principal, welcomed 
the freshers to the Josephite family. 
Following the address, the much awaited 
Talent Show finals with 18 shortlisted out 
of the prelims that had registrations of over 
50 participants commenced. Their talents 
ranged from innovative dance routines to 
impressive vocal performances. 

There was a special performance by MIMA 
followed  by the college Fashion Team. 
Student Council President, Kevin Lloyd, 
addressed the gathering following which, 
the prize distribution was held. I CBZ was 
adjudged the Coolest Fresher Class while 
the titles of Mr Swagath and Ms Swagath 
was conferred upon Nathaniel and Shreya. 
The social networking prize went to Dean 
Mathang. Vamsi, the Student Council 
Treasurer delivered the Vote of Thanks. 
Swagath 2019 ended with a performance by 
the band Anagram.

St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous) 
commemorated India’s 73rd Independence 
Day with celebrations on August 15, 2019. 
The Rector, Dr. (Fr.) Melwyn D’Cunha, S.J. 
and the Principal, Fr. (Dr.) Victor Lobo, S.J. 
were escorted to the venue by the Chief 
Protocol Officer Lt. Dr. BV Somashekhariah, 
the Registrar, Dr. Melwin Colaco and other 
officials and leaders of the Students Council 
for the inspection of NCC and NSS. 

Dr. (Fr.) Victor Lobo, S.J. hoisted the National 
Flag at 9 am and took the salute. After 
administering the National Pledge, the 
rector and principal  were greeted by various 

dignitaries of the college led by the Chief 
Protocol Officer and Registrar, leaders of 
the Students Union and leaders of various 
associations. This was followed by the 
impressive and solemn piping ceremony, in 
which a record number of 11 NCC Cadets: 
four from I Karnataka Armoured Squadron 
and seven from I Karnataka Air Squadron, 
and the principal, assisted by NCC Officers 
Sqdn. Ldr. Dr. Paul Newman and Lt. Akshay D 
Mandlik conferred the following ranks :

Narasimha Murthy -Sqdn.Senior Under Officer

Diya D’Souza - CSUO

Nzanrhoni R Ezung - CJUO

Vinay Kumar - Company Sergeant Major

Gaurav P Jain - Cadet Under Officer

Simran Sharma Hanumandas -Cadet Under 

Officer

Sushma K S - Cadet Under Officer

Yugesh Achar - Cadet Under Officer

Alen Johnathen David - Cadet Warrant Officer

Anjali Yadav - Cadet Warrant Officer

The principal also honoured Senior NSS Cadet 
Nanaiah P P with a special badge and medal for
his outstanding achievements as a Republic 
Day Parade participant with many laurels to his 
credit. 
 
In their  Independence Day messages, the 
rector and the principal asked students 
to uphold the sovereignty of the nation 
and to cater to the needs of less-privileged 
citizens. The Chief Protocol Officer Lt. Dr. 
BV Somashekhariah led the gathering 
in giving the National Salute ‘Jai Hind’ 
bringing to an end the short and impressive 
Independence Day Celebrations in college. 
The Management hosted a tea party in the 
food court of Magis Block for the staff and 
student leaders. 

The NCC cadets who guarded the National 
Flag round the clock lowered the National 
Flag at 6 pm and escorted it to safe custody, 
marking the end  of formalities associated 
with Independence Day Celebrations at our 
College.

Faculty Development 
Programmes

The immersion programme (Level I) was 
organised from May 27 to May 30, 2019 at 
Retreat House, Yercaud, Tamil Nadu. This 
programme included faculty members 
from    St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous), 
St. Joseph’s College of Commerce and St. 
Joseph’s Evening College of BJES, who 
joined their respective colleges  during the 
academic year 2017-18 and comprised a 
total of 54 participants. 

Day One passed by with icebreakers, outdoor 
games, and  group discussions on reforming 
the current education system. The second 
day began with an inter-religious prayer for 
world peace. 

Day Two consisted of activity-based learning 
exercises, discussions on personalities of an 
ideal teacher, a PowerPoint presentation on 
‘Character formation at SJCC’, and a screening 
of a short movie based on Helen Keller called 
‘Miracle Worker’. 

On Day Three, there was an interactive 
session on Genogram to help understand 
the EQ of students  in a better way. Other 
sessions included Genogram-based group 
discussions and presentations, class 
management, Digi-Hunt, presentations on 
‘Academic Excellence’ by SJC and on ‘Social 
concern’ by SJEC. A campfire was organised 
at night along with some games. 

Day Four also began with an inter-religious 
prayer followed by thanks and felicitations 
extended to the Salesian fathers of the 
Retreat house for their hospitality. Personal 
reflections, one-on-one discussions, sharing 
resolutions in groups for personal and 
academic  development were the features of 
the last day, followed by lunch. 

This four-day programme was organised by 
Mr. Clement D’Souza, Convenor of FDP, and 
coordinated by Fr. Brian Pereira, S.J., Vice- 
President, BJES. The staff were accompanied 
by Br. Philip.

Immersion Programme 
Level IV
Aiming to provide an in-depth understanding 
on the importance of e-content in today’s 
academics, the fourth level of immersion 
programme was held in St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous) on June 3 and 4, 2019. It was 
attended  by around 30 delegates from 
different academic disciplines. 

The first speaker, Dr. Geetha Rajaram, 
Principal, Global Institute of Management 
Sciences, emphasised on the importance of 
e-content in today’s academic scenario. She 
opined that developing such e-material was 
the only way to stay abreast with the ever-

In addition to the Principal and Rector, 
Dr. Rabbi Akkiba Angiras, Vice Principal of 
the Post Graduate block also addressed 
the students. The orientation  was jointly 
organised by the core committee led by Ms. 
Jyothsna and the campus ministry led by Dr. 
Sandra Misquith.

Swagath

Independence Day 
Celebrations

Immersion 
Programme Level I



5

Outreach

changing ways of creating and consuming 
content. She threw light on the various steps 
involved in this, from deciding the topic to 
creating and  publishing an e-course. 

Dr. Rajesh Panda, Director, Symbiosis Institute 
of Business Management, Bengaluru, the 
second speaker  for the day, delivered a 
session on technology-based education. He 
talked about the various online open courses 
such as Coursera, Edex, Swayam etc. as well 
as the various tools that would technically 
help in creating e-content such as Adobe 
Connect, iSpring, etc. 

The first day of the programme ended with 
a visit to Azim Premji University, Bengaluru 
campus, where a  detailed discussion about 
the modalities of functioning as a university 
was held. 

The first speaker on the second day was Dr. 
Etienne Rassendren, Associate Professor, 
Department of English, St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous). He spoke of the need for a 
cyclical transformation of knowledge from 
a normative stage to an innovative stage. He 
emphasised that the focus must shift from 
knowledge provision to knowledge creation. 

Dr. Rabbi Akkiba, Associate Professor, 
Department of Physics, delivered an 
interesting session on the use of experiments, 
demonstrations and models in class. He 
illustrated various working models and also 
stressed on the need  for logical thinking 
and the use of such demonstrations to be 
cost effective and pedagogically efficient. A 
group discussion concerning various aspects 
of improving teaching pedagogies was 
conducted by Dr. (Fr.) Melwyn D’Cunha, S.J., 
Rector. 

The programme ended with a session by Dr. 
Arun Varma Thampan, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Physics, who demonstrated 
the installation and use of the online course 
platform MOODLE.

Induction Programme
The induction programme  for the newly-
appointed staff was organised from June 
3-7, 2019 in the Seminar Hall of Magis Block. 
The programme  was inaugurated by Dr. (Fr.) 

Dissemination Workshop 
on e-Learning Technologies

Six staff members from St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous) attended a Dissemination 
Workshop on e-Learning Technologies on 
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 at IISc, Bangalore. Dr. 
Umanand L (IISc) spoke on the benefits and 
potential contributions to NPTEL. 

Dr. Carl Jansson (KTH), Dr. Rajeev T (KTH), and 
Dr. Gabriela (TUB) shared their  experiences in 
creating online courses. Dr. N J Rao shared his 
vast experiences in creating online courses 
and associated web technologies. Ms. Vani 
A elaborated on the Power of MOODLE as 
a Learning Management System. Dr. Rajesh 
Sundaresan and Dr. Hari KVS facilitated the 
MIELES workshop.

Melwyn D’Cunha, S.J., Rector of St. Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous). Welcoming  the 
newly-appointed staff to the college and 
preparing them for their new role was the 
programme’s primary objective. 

Induction  training included development 
of theoretical and practical skills and also 
provided  space for interaction among the 
new collaborators. It also provided insight 
into the workings of a Jesuit institution, the 
various hierarchies in its structure, and the 
general learning environment. Lectures were 
delivered on topics such as ‘Administrative 
Structure and Autonomy’, ‘Classroom 
Management’ and ‘Personal Growth’.  The 
process helped integrate the new members 
of staff into the Josephite structure and spirit.
 
The  smooth functioning of the programme 
was assisted by Dr. M. Paramesha Mallegowda 
from the Department of Botany.

Outreach Programme
On account of World Environment Day, the 
students of III EPS as part of their outreach 
programme planted 100 saplings in  
Kanteerava Stadium on June 15, 2019. 

The event was organised by the Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) in 
collaboration with the Department of Sports, 
Government of Karnataka. 

The students  assembled in the college 
grounds at 8:30 am accompanied by Ms. 
Anita Noronha (Class Mentor, III EPS) and 
Ms. Sharmila Dhan and Mr. Bala Ranjith 
(Outreach Coordinators) from where the 
students were taken to Kanteerava Stadium. 
They were given a brief orientation by the 
officials of BBMP and the Karnataka Sports 
Association wherein they were shown the 
process of planting the saplings. 

After the orientation, the Karnataka Olympic 
Association provided breakfast for the 80 
students and the teachers. 100 saplings were 
provided by the BBMP office and the students 
participated in planting the sapling  in the 
grounds of Kanteerava Stadium.
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Dr. A Stephen published an article titled In 
vitro-Antimicrobial Activity, Optimization 
of Bioactive Secondary Metabolites and 
Molecular Characterization of Bacillus 
Subtilis Isolated from Soils of Western Ghats, 
India (co-authored with Ram Kumar, A., 
Ramesh, R., Thamilvanan, D., and Kumaresan, 
S.) in International Research Journal of 
Pharmacy (10 (5): 205-212 (ISSN 2230-8407)) 

Dr. A Stephen published an article titled 
Isolation, Identification and Optimization of 
Cellulase Producing Bacteria from Forests 
of Western Ghats, India (co-authored with 
Karthi, V., Ram kumar, A., Ramesh, R., and 
Kumaresan S.) in Journal of Emerging 
Technologies and Innovative Research (6 (4): 
240-247 (ISSN: 2349-5162))

Dr. Jacob N Abraham published an article 
titled Studies in the Incidence of Aspergillus 
Flavus, A. niger and a Rare New Strain of A. 
Silvaticus in Two Localities of Bengaluru 
(co-authored with Jyoti Bharamgoud 
Marigoudar) in Global Journal of Bio-Science 
and Biotechnology (8(2): 174-180 (ISSN: 
2278-9103))

Workshops attended 
Dr. Vaishnavi M and Ms. Poonam R.Ahuja 
attended a three-day workshop on ‘Climate 
Change and the Essential Service of 
Pollination’ from July 17-19, 2019, at the 
Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru. 

Dr. A Stephen reviewed two articles for 
Ethnobotany Research and Applications 
(ISSN: 1547-3465), an International Journal.

The following students from the M.Sc Botany 
programme undertook summer internships:

1. Ms. Shreya S undertook an internship 
from May 10, 2019 to June 10, 2019, at 
Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and 
Environmental science, Alappuzha.

2. Mr. Sachin B undertook an internship 
between May 1-31, 2019, at the Indian 
Institute of Science, Bengaluru.

3.   Ms. Parvathy Sumam N.M.,  Ms. Gandhimathi 
V.J., Ms. Sherin S. Kizhukarakattu, Ms. 
Sharmila S. N., Mr. Shashi Shekar, Mr. Shishira 
Rao H. S. and Mr. Abhiram Suresh undertook 
an internship between May 2-31, 2019, at 
The University of Trans Disciplinary Health 
Science and Technology, Bengaluru.

Department of 
Chemistry

Blessing of the renovated 
staff room

Dr. (Fr.) Victor Lobo, S.J., Principal, St 
Joseph’s College (Autonomous) blessed 
the staff room while Fr. Joy Rodrigues, S.J., 
Finance Officer, together with Dr Ronald 
Mascarenhas, Head of the Department, 
Department of Chemistry inaugurated the 
newly-refurbished staff room on June 27, 
2019, at 1:15 pm. A short prayer service 
was organised on the occasion. Dr. Ronald 
Mascarenhas, thanked the Principal for the 
renovation that provided adequate space 
and also for personally supervising the work. 
All the teaching and non-teaching staff of 
the department of Chemistry attended the 
programme.

Staff achievements

Dr. Nalini G Sundaram from the Department 
of Chemistry has been selected to receive 
the ‘Award for Research Publications (ARP)’ 
for the year 2019-2020 for best publications 
in the last three years by the Vision Group of 
Science and Technology (VGST), Government 
of Karnataka. 

Publications

Dr. Michael Rajamathi published a paper 
titled Cannizaro reactions over calcined 
hydrotalcite (co-authored with Bhojaraj, P. 
Harle) in the journal Appl. Clay Sci. (2019, 
174, 86)

Dr. Ronald J Mascarenhas published a 
paper titled Voltammetric study and rapid 
quantification of Resorcinol in hair dye and 
biological samples using ultrasensitive 
Maghemite/MWCNT modified carbon 
paste electrode (co-authored with Manasa 
G,  Arvind K Bhakta, Zineb Mekhalif ) in 
the journal Electroanalysis (https://doi.
org/10.1002/elan.201900143) (publication in 
scopus and clarivate analytics indexed)

Departments
Department of 
Botany

Lecture on Solid 
Waste Management in 
Bengaluru City

Dr. S Rajamani published an article titled 
In vitro-Antidiabetic Activity of Ethanolic 
Leaf Extract of Indianthusvirgatus (Roxb.) 
Suksathan and Borchs by Glucose Uptake 
Method (co-authored with Sangeetha D.N) 
in the journal Pharmacogn (11(4))

Research articles 
published 

Know Your Plants
The second year students of M.Sc 
Botany have started a new initiative 
under the guidance of Dr. A. Stephen to 
enhance the knowledge of lay persons 
about plants. The initiative, called 
‘Know Your Plants’, is also meant to get 
students some field experience in the 
subject. As a part of the initiative, a 
student is assigned everyday to place a 
flowering twig with information about it 
in the ground floor of the Postgraduate 
Block. In order to study the Taxonomy 
of Angiosperms prescribed in their 
syllabus, this initiative plays a significant 
part.

A guest lecture on ‘Solid Waste 
Management in Bengaluru City’ was 
held on July 8, 2019 for II M.Sc Botany 
students. The speaker of the session 
was Mr Randeep, an officer from the 
Solid Waste department of the Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP). 
This session was arranged by Dr. (Fr.) 
Melwyn D’Cunha, S.J., Rector, St Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous). Ms. Sharmila, the 
Outreach Coordinator; Mr. John Christy, 
Coordinator of maintenance, and Dr. 
Vaishnavi M from the Department 
of Botany were in attendance. The 
speaker talked about the various types 
of waste produced in Bengaluru and 
the problems faced by the department 
in  their segregation at the source. 
He also briefed the audience about 
the numerous government services 
striving toward making the city clean. 
Plans initiated by the Palike to manage 
waste like composting, segregation of 
wet and dry waste; ideas such as zero-
waste campus, cleanliness drives, etc 
were discussed. He also talked about the 
ban on single-use plastic, e-waste and 
its disposal, and how the use of plastic 
could be avoided.

Student internships

Others
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Dr. Suhas D P published a paper titled 
Sustainability considerations in membrane 
based technologies for industrial effluent 
treatment  (co-authored with Kamali, 
M.,  Costa, M.E., Capela, I., Aminabhavi, T.M.) 
in Chemical Engineering Journal (368 (2019) 
474-494 DOI: 10.1016/j.cej.2019.02.075) 
(Impact factor 8.47)

Dr. Suhas D P published a paper titled 
Membranes for dehydration of alcohols via 
pervaporation (co-authored with Jyothi, 
M.S., Reddy, K.R., Soontarapa, K., Naveen, 
S., Raghu, A.V., Kulkarni, R.V., Shetti, N.P., 
Nadagouda, M.N., Aminabhavi, T.M) in 
Journal of Environmental Management 
(242 (2019) 415-429, DOI: 10.1016/j.

Dr. Bhawani Narayan published a chapter 
titled ‘Room temperature liquid dyes’ in the 
book Functional molecular liquids (Wiley-
VCH; ISBN: 9783527804948) edited by Dr. 
Takashi Nakanishi (1-20) (Wiley‐VCH Verlag 
GmbH &amp; Co. KGaA).

Department of 
Commerce and 
Management
Business Espresso

A talk that foregrounded the transition 
from college life to the corporate world 
was conducted on July 12, 2019 at 12:00 
pm. The guest speaker, Mr. Tomson 
Robert, Director of PWC (Financial Services 
Advisory), advised the students to take up 
professional courses because most of the 
Big Four companies (EY, PWC, KPMG, and 
Deloitte) pay more attention to candidates 
who have undertaken a professional course 
as they provide in-depth knowledge of the 
subject. He highlighted all the challenges 
and adversities people face in the corporate 
world and how to overcome them by 
never giving up. He shared his experience 
working at TCS where he gained experience 
in team management. He concluded the 
talk by counselling the audience to always 
plan long-term. He advised the students to 
never turn down a job at one of the Big Four 
because in the long run, a job at one of these 
firms can contribute tremendously to career 
growth.

Professional Interface Forum

The first professional interface forum 
conducted on June 19, 2019 focused on 
the future of accountancy in the digital era 
and its impact on business. Mr. K Raghu 
(CA), the chief speaker, emphasised on the 
importance of Digital India, and the progress 
of business at the global level. He focussed 
on the role of accountants in the digital 
economy. He elaborated on the emergence 
of accounting and the various aspects that 
have led to innovations globally. He talked 
about the relevance of Artificial Intelligence 
and also about the importance of updating 
ourselves to an all-new digital era. 

The second professional interface forum 
conducted on June 22, 2019 focussed on the 
skill sets needed for a successful career in 
the corporate world. The principal message 
that Mr. Ramlal Simanapalli, Chief Guest and 
ex-Manager of SBI conveyed was that the 
ability to speak functions as a shortcut to 
distinction. He emphasised on the following 
primary key to success which is not only 
to work hard but also to pronounce and 
announce it. He believes in the mantra 
“An ounce of work should be followed by 
a pound of announcing.” According to him, 
the secondary key to success is teamwork. 
The ability to bring together a team and 
drive those towards the same aim will be 
profoundly reflected in the movement of an 
individual in the corporate world.

Tharang

The annual intracollegiate business fest 
Tharang was organised on July 17, 2019. 
This one day mega-event was kick-started 
with an inauguration by Mr. Krishnappa, 
Chairman, Paramount  Nutritions India 
and the swearing-in ceremony of the 
newly-appointed Commerce and Business 
Committee for the year 2019-20. The 
fest started off on the previous day with 
preliminary rounds of various events 
conducted on that day. Events such as 
Entrepreneurial Development, Mock Stock, 
and the crowd favourite ‘Josephites Got 
Talent’ were some of the highlights. III B.Com 
A emerged victorious and took home the 
overall trophy.

Interaction with Global ISDC 
learning partner

Ms. Teresa Jacob, Director of Learning 
and Development, International Skill 
Development Corporation (ISDC) delivered 
a lecture on ‘Interaction with Global ISDC 
Learning Partner’ on July 12, 2019 to the 
first year students of B.Com (IFA). The lecture 
focussed on the appraisal of the knowledge 
of students regarding ACCA. Ms. Teresa 
had an interactive session with students 
enlightening them about various channels 
of opportunities that ACCA offers. She 
explained the importance of ACCA-certified 
professionals in multinational organisations, 
its global acceptance and employment 
opportunities. She also gave relevant inputs 
that would guide students for the exam.
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Dr. S Amudhan and Ms. Fathima Farzana 
attended the ‘Train the Trainers’ workshop 
in Financial Accounting, Financial Reporting 
and Strategic Business Reporting on July 
15, 2019 organised by the Association of 
Chartered Certified Accountants.
Mr. Charles Ambrose and Ms. Sayantani 
Bannerjee attended the ‘Train the Trainers’ 
workshop in Management Accounting, 
Performance Management and Advance 
Performance Management on July 16, 2019 
organised by the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants.
Ms. Ahana Ruth Pinto participated in 
the week-long National level Faculty 
Development Programme on Research and 
e-resources, online certification programme 
held at Don Bosco Institute of Technology, 
Bengaluru from July 15 to 19,  2019.

Department of 
Computer Science

Multiplexer

Cybernetics, an  association of the 
department, held its annual orientation 
‘Multiplexer’ on July 5, 2019 exclusively for 
freshers of BCA, PMC, and MEC. The event 
began with the club’s Coordinator and Vice 
President introducing the team for the 
year 2019. The official logo for Cybernetics 
was released and a video on the club’s 
achievements from 2018 was projected. 
Interactive games were held wherein 
students had to go out of their comfort 
zones and socialise. The designer of the 
logo, Neeraj GV of III BCA, was awarded 
for his contribution to the association. 
The event ended with a group picture and 
refreshments.          

Staff achievements

Ms. Shashikala D attended a Faculty 
Development Programme on ‘Research 
and e-Resources’ at Don Bosco Institute of 
Technology from July 15 to 20, 2019.
Mr. Arunodhayan Sam Solomon D attended 
a Faculty Development Programme on 
‘Python Programming’ at Kristu Jayanti 
College on April 8, 2019.
Ms. A M Bojamma attended a two-day skill 
development program conducted by Jain 
University on June 4 and 5, 2019.

Paper publications and 
presentations

Dr. B G Prasanthi published a paper titled 
Addressing the Exploration Problem in 
Markov Decision Process using Q Learning in 
Game Playing in the IJCSE Journal (vol. 1, pg 
no:136) on April 25, 2019.

Dr. B G Prasanthi published a paper titled 
Text Mining and Sentiment Analysis for 
Kerala Floods using R Programming Learning 
in Game Playing  in the IJCSE Journal (vol. 1, 
pg no:144). 

Dr. B G Prasanthi published a paper titled 
Efficiency of Integrated Business Resource 
Planner to the Business organization in 
Mantech Publications (vol. 4, issue 1, pg 
no:256) on April 2, 2019.

She also presented a paper on ‘Network 
Security Algorithm with Enhanced RSA 
and Hashing’ at the International Journal of 
Business Administration Research Review 
(ISSN 2348-0653 and E-ISSN 2347-856X) 
conducted by SJES College of Management 
Studies, Bengaluru, on April 11, 2019. 
She was invited for a guest lecture on 
‘Cryptography and Network Security’ at 
Mother Teresa University, Kodaikanal, on July 
18, 2019. She was also invited as a session 
chair and speaker for the international 
conference ‘Anvesha 2019’ at Christ Academy 
of Advanced Studies on April 9, 2019.

Department of 
Economics
Industrial Visit to Toy Factory 
and Winery

The Department of Economics organised a 
one-day Industrial Visit on July 20, 2019, for 
the final year students of Economics. The 
visit included a trip to the Channapatna Toy 
Factory and the KADU Heritage Vineyards. 
44 students accompanied by Ms. Anita 
Noronha were exposed to small-scale, 
localized industries and large-scale mass-
production industry which supplemented 
their theoretical study of industry and 
development.

It included a tour of the factory, followed 
by an interaction with the workers and 
artisans who showcased their handiwork. 
The problems of a small-scale industry in 
this age of globalisation were highlighted by 
the supervisor of the factory. The Heritage 
Winery visit also included a tour of the 
vineyards. The intricate procedures integral 
to the production of wine was explained to 
the students. They were also taken to the 
processing and chilling units to showcase 
the capital intensive nature of mass-
production and its advantages. The visit was 
an integral part of the ‘hands-on’ curriculum 
of Economics.

Faculty achievement

Mr. Clement D’Souza participated in a three-
day national workshop on ‘Documentation 
and Preparedness for Accreditation’ from 
June 20 to 22, 2019 organised by  St. Agnes 
College (Autonomous), Mangalore, in 
association with Xavier Board of Education in 
India, Bangalore.     

Department of 
English
Semester Review Meetings 
and New Directions

From April 20 to May 2, 2019, the Department 
of English conducted one-on-one semester
review meetings with each faculty member 
at 2 pm on each day in the Materials 
Production Centre. The department also 
launched New Directions, a monthly 
interaction and discussion group. The first 
session, held on April 27, was organised 
around the reading and discussion of an 
investigative report by Olina Bannerjee of 
The Ken on the disruptive effects of Byju’s, an 
educational app. The session was chaired by 
Ms. Mini Mark Bonjour and attended by Dr. 
Arul Mani, Dr. Etienne Rassendren, and Ms. 
Vijeta Kumar.

Faculty achievement
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Department Induction 
Programme 

The department formally welcomed new 
faculty members to the department with an
induction programme organised from 
June 17 to 21. The sessions were held at 
4 pm each day. All the faculty members 
who joined after December 2018 attended 
these sessions. These participants included 
Mr. Christy Thomas, Dr. Geeta Rathod, 
Mr. Mark Abraham, Ms. Vijayashanti, Ms. 
Shefali Mathew, Ms. Maya Philip and Ms. 
Amanda D’Souza. They were introduced to 
the department through four illuminating 
sessions, conducted by various senior 
faculty members. Dr. Arul Mani, head of the 
department, helped ease the new teachers’ 
fears with a session on ‘Classroom Method 
and Management’. Dr. Etienne Rassendren 
briefed the new faculty about ‘Research 
and API’. Dr. Mini Mark Bonjour urged the 
new teachers to go above and beyond 
for the department with her session on 
‘Departmental Magis’ and Ms. Vijeta Kumar 
wrapped up the induction programme with 
her talk on the importance of ‘Writing’ for 
teachers.
   

Registration Meetings for 
Associations

The registration meeting for the SJC Quiz 
Club was conducted on June 13. The 
announcement about the first quiz was made 
during the lunch break to woo students. 40 
students participated in the quiz. The quiz 
included 10 questions. The registration for 
Nous was conducted on June 17. 31 first 
year students registered. The registration 
meeting for SJC Performing Arts Society was 
conducted on June 18. There were about 100 
new registrations.   

Mixer

The annual department Mixer is a way to 
organically introduce first year JIP, EJP, CPE 
and MA English students to the English 
Department. The event brought together 
all the first year students of these courses 
under one roof. Held at Xavier Hall on June 
19 from 4 pm onwards, the mixer began 
with a small speech by Dr. Arul Mani, Head 
of Department, followed by an address 
by Dr. Cheriyan Alexander. Goobe, the 
owl mascot of the Literature Society was 
unveiled by Dippanitha, former convener of 
the society. She then formally passed it on to 
Priscilla Bernice, student of III EJP, the current 
convener of literature society. The Performing 
Arts Society presented a small skit which was 
followed by a beat-boxing performance by 
Kevin Noel Sequeira of II EJP. II and III EJP 
students Namrata, Jessica, Priscilla, Anya, 
Adele and Aditi serenaded the audience 
with a rendition of the hit song ‘Mamma 
Mia’. Roshan Pinto of II EJP mesmerised 
the audience with a contemporary dance 
performance. This was followed by a demo 
of Nosecut, a popular Meta event. Vikas and 
Anirudh of II EJP and Mark and Nikhitha of 
III EJP were the ‘actors’ and ‘PR persons’ who 
left the audience in splits with their theatrics 
at Nosecut. The calendar of events to be 
held by the department and its associations 
during this academic year was unveiled. The 
mixer ended with vote of thanks by Priscilla 
Bernice.

MA English Student-
Interface Meetup

On June 29, 2019, the students of II MA English 
organised a Student-Interface Meetup 
programme for the students of I MA English. 
The programme took place from 3:00 pm to 
5:00 pm. Around 50 students were present 
for the programme. The proceedings began 
with a prayer by Fr William SJ, a student of I 
MA English.

This was followed by a welcome speech by 
Tenzing Palyon of II MA English. Dr. Etienne 
Rassendren addressed the freshers about 
the postgraduate programme and the idea 
of Jesuit Education. This was followed by 
some musical performances and some 
games hosted by the second years to help 
the first years break the ice. The seniors 
prepared snacks which were enjoyed by 
all. The students then presented a token 
of appreciation to their teacher, Dr. Shalini 
Srinivasan, who had completed her tenure 
with the college. Finally, Dr. Arul Mani, the 
Head of the Department of English addressed 
the students. The event ended with the 
cutting of the cake and the presentation of 
mementos to the teachers and students. The 
newly joined students were thus warmly 
welcomed to the Department of English and 
St. Joseph’s College.

In Memoriam: A Tribute to 
Girish Karnad

On July 10, the Department of English 
along with the Department of Kannada, St. 
Joseph’s College (Autonomous), Bengaluru, 
organised a programme titled In Memoriam: 
A Tribute to Girish Karnad as a tribute to 
the recently deceased writer and artist, Mr. 
Girish Karnad. The programme was held at 
Xavier Hall, in the postgraduate centre of the 
college. The programme was divided into 
two sessions. The first session commenced 
at 10 am with a documentary screening, 
followed by an interactive session which 
took place from 10:30 to 11:15 am, with the 
director of the film, Mr. Chaitanya KM. The 
second session of the programme started 
at 11:30 am, with a small introductory 
speech about Girish Karnad delivered by 
Dr. Cheriyan Alexander. He also introduced 
the audience to the special guests of the 
day, Dr. Vanamala Vishwanatha and Mr. 
Manu Chakravarthi. Dr. Poornima B.N. (HOD, 
Department of Kannada) was also invited up 
to the stage to speak about Girish Karnad 
and also to welcome the guests. Both the 
guests took turns to speak about the works 
of Girish Karnad, his writings and his famous 
plays. His Kannada works were translated to 
English and read out to the audience. There 
was also a small interactive session between 
the guests and the audience present. The 
programme ended with a vote of thanks 
by Ms. Mini Mark Bonjour, PG Coordinator, 
Department of English. 
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Staff Achievements and 
Publications

In the month of May 2019, Ms. Rianka Sarkar 
authored a book titled Reconstructing 
the Border History and Rethinking Space. 
(Scholar’s Press Publications: UK. ISBN 
978-613-8-83434-2). The book offers a 
journey through the division of Bengal to 
its consequent sufferers and survivors in 
contemporary post-partition novels.

On June 29, 2019, Dr. Etienne Rassendren 
conducted a special lecture titled ‘English 
Studies Now’ as part of the Orientation/
Commencement lecture for the Humanities 
students of Jain (Deemed to be University). 
The talk was held from 11 am to 1 pm and 
120 students were in attendance. In his 
talk, Dr. Rassendren set a premise for the 
English Studies programme and spoke of 
how English is a link language in the Indian 
context. He talked about the connections 
that are established through language, 
culture and identity. While speaking of how 
English Studies is a contested area, emphasis 
was laid on an understanding of ‘What is 
Literature’. In conclusion, he stated that in 
a globalised world, texts circulate across 
multiple boundaries through translation, 
in turn giving rise to the dialogue on World 
Literature. 

On July 8 and July 9, Dr. Rassendren lead a 
workshop at United Theological College 
as part of the regular pedagogical practice 
course at the institute. Titled Pedagogic 
Practices: Some Issues and Concerns, this 
workshop on aspects of teaching and 
learning was part of inaugural sessions 
aimed at helping the students for their 
practice teaching course. 33 students of the 
Masters of Theology course attended the 
workshop on both days. The workshop was 
divided into 4 sessions on each day, and 
was held from 9 am to 5 pm on each day. 
The participants said that the workshop was 
enriching, productive and helpful. They also 
shared that they enjoyed it as it was unusual 
and not simply a technical set of sessions; 
rather it delved into the attitudes implied in 
the teaching-learning process/activity.

Dr. Rassendren also delivered a talk titled, 
‘English Studies Today’ on July 25, 2019 at 
St. Claret College, Jalahalli, Bengaluru. The 
talk was held from 2.30 to 4.15 pm. The talk 
was the first in a special lecture series for 
undergraduate students. 90 students of St. 
Claret College attended the talk.

Dr. Arul Mani, Head of Department, 
Department of English, conducted the 
Deccan Herald in Education quiz (DHiE) 
on July 24 and July 25, 2019 at Bal Bhavan 
Auditorium. More than 300 students 
from various schools took part in the 
competition, organised in association 
with KMF (Karnataka Milk Federation) and 
MSIL (Mysore Sales International). On July 
24, he conducted a quiz in the junior and 
senior category for middle and high school 
students. On July 25, he conducted a spelling 
bee for the participants. A report of the event 
was carried in the Deccan Herald newspaper 
dated July 26.

Ms. Amanda D’Souza co-authored a 
textbook for BM English School, Bengaluru, 
titled Bravehearts of India: A collection of 
essays on Brave Hearts from the Indian 
Armed Forces who made the nation proud. 
This is a non-detailed textbook meant for 
students of Standard 8 studying in the ICSE 
section of BM English School. She authored 
two stories in the book, titled ‘Sky’s Not the 
Limit’ – a story based on Wing Commander 
Abhinandan Varthaman and ‘The Courage of 
Convictions’ – a story based on Major General 
Ian Cardozo, respectively. The book was 
formally launched on July 13 at 9.30 am at 
BM English School, Hennur. Ms. D’Souza was 
felicitated at the event and presented with a 
small token by the chief guest, Dr. Subhashini 
Muthukrishnan, former Head of Department 
of the Department of Economics, St. Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous). 

Dr. Geeta Rathod delivered a special lecture 
titled ‘Tribal and Dalit Literature: A Special 
Focus on Education in Hyderabad Karnataka 
Region’ at Vijayanagara Sri Krishnadevaraya 
University, Bellary on July 20, 2019 at 12 
noon. 30 people attended the lecture, which 
included research scholars, faculty members 
and postgraduate students. 

Department of 
French

The Department of French and its student 
association Rendez-Vous conducted their 
inaugural event on July 13, 2019, on the 
occasion of the 230th French National Day 
La Prise de Bastille.  
A treasure hunt competition organised 
during lunch break for all the students

Department of 
Mathematics

Mr. Taral D. Shah registered for Ph.D at PES 
University.

Ms. Wilma Laveena D’Souza attended an 
international conference on number theory 
and graph theory from June 27 to 29, 2019, 
at Mysore University.

Mr. Susobhan Mazumdar attended 
‘Instructional School for Teachers’ in IISER, 
Thiruvananthapuram, from June 3-15, 
2019. The topic of the workshop was 
‘Representation Theory of Finite Groups’.

Ms. Champa Kumari M cleared KSET.

Ms. Maria Thomas registered for Ph.D at 
Loyola College, Madras University.

Staff Achievements

Inaugural Event

of the first semester was followed by a movie 
screening of the ‘Le Petit Prince’ based on 
the novel of the same name by Antoine 
Saint-Exupery. The participants consisted 
of enthusiastic first semester students 
who were joined by teaching faculty of the 
Department of Commerce, notably among 
them Ms. Amita Priyadarshini, the Student 
Council governor and Ms. Ahana Ruth Pinto. 
The teams deciphered clues in French while 
eagerly hunting for locations all around the 
college campus. 

Shortly afterwards, the Department of 
French distributed home-made French 
pastries, eclairs au chocolat, prepared by 
Akanksha Mathews of I CPE. 

The event definitely provided an ambient 
exposure to French cuisine and the French 
language to the students. Moreover, the film 
screening which focused on the theme of 
breaking obstacles was a successful event 
that broke language barriers providing 
an opportunity for students to appreciate 
French cinema.
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Events
The Department of Mathematics conducted 
a three-day workshop on Research 
Methodology for third semester M.Sc 
Mathematics students from June 27 to 29, 
2019.

The biweekly Department Colloquium talk 
was given by Dr. Ananthnarayan Hariharan 
from IIT Bombay on June 29, 2019 on 
the topic ‘Some Foundational Aspects in 
Mathematics’.

Ms. Maria Thomas, Coordinator of Abacus, 
coordinated the association’s inauguration 
on June 27,2019. Abacus XIX is an association 
devised to kindle mathematical interest 
among students from all streams.

The biweekly Department Colloquium talk 
was given by Dr. Sreekar Vadhalani from 
TIFR-CAM, Bengaluru, on July 26, 2019 on 
the topic ‘The Theory of Integral Geometry’. 
A separate report is attached (not attached).

The biweekly Department Colloquium talk 
was given by Dr. Shantha Bhushan from 
Azim Premji University on July 12, 2019 on 
the topic ‘Knots:What are they and how to 
classify them?’A separate report is attached 
(not attached).

Abacus Association organised an intra-
collegiate Mathematical fest ‘Abscissa’ from 
July 22 - 26, 2019.

Internships and Work-
shops
Suhith K N - II M.Sc - MTTS (conducted in 
IISCER, Trivandrum) during May 20 to June 
15, 2019.

Shahistha T- II M.Sc-MTTS (conducted in 
IISCER, Trivandrum) during May 20 to June 
15, 2019.

Amogh P - I M.Sc - YTN Mathematics 
Workshop (conducted in IIST, Trivandrum) 
from May 20 to June 1, 2019.

Department of 
Microbiology

Staff Achievements

Dr. Syed Wajeed was the resource person for 
one-day UGC sponsored Faculty Enrichment 
Programme ‘Role of Teachers in Assessment 
and Accreditation of Higher Educational 
Institutions’ organized by Justice Basheer 
Ahmed Sayeed College (Autonomous), 
Chennai, on March 30, 2019. The lecture was 
delivered on ‘Curriculum Enrichment And 
Flexibility’. 

Dr. Syed Wajeed was the resource person for 
one-day Faculty Development Workshop on 
‘Outcome-based Curriculum Development’ 
organised by Bishop Heber College 
(Autonomous), Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu, on 
April 13, 2019.

Dr. Syed Wajeed was the resource person for 
one-day Faculty Development Workshop on 
‘Outcome-based Curriculum Development’ 
organised by Shri Krishna Arts and Sciences 
College (Autonomous), Coimbatore, Tamil 
Nadu, on May 30, 2019. 

Dr. Syed Wajeed was the resource person 
for the induction programme at St. Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous), Bengaluru, on ‘CBCS 
and functioning of IQAC at SJC’ on June 8, 
2019.

Dr. Syed Wajeed was the resource person 
for a staff programme at St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous), Bengaluru, on ‘Revised NAAC 
Norms and Procedures’ on June 8, 2019.

Dr. Syed Wajeed was the resource person for 
one-day Faculty Development workshop on 
‘Outcome-based Curriculum Development’ 
and ‘Revised NAAC Norms and Procedures’ 
organized by Nilgiri College of Arts and 
Sciences, Thaloor, Tamil Nadu, on June 15, 
2019.

Students of M.Sc. Microbiology (2018-2020) 
of St. Joseph’s College, Bengaluru, undertook 
summer internships and workshops during 
their semester break in the month of May, 
2019.

Ms. Ramya G interned at Sri Jayadeva Institute 
of Cardiovascular Sciences and Research 
where she performed processing of various 
clinical samples-urine, sputum, endotracheal 
secretions, stool and pericardial fluid. She 
also performed detection tests for C-Reactive 
Proteins, Rheumatoid Factor, HIV, Hepatitis 
B virus, Hepatitis C virus and Treponema 
pallidum.

Ms. Lalitharashmi interned at Dextrose 
Technologies Pvt. Ltd. where she carried 
out efficacy testing of fungicides, extraction 
of medicinal plant extracts, and various 
microbiological techniques like SDS PAGE 
electrophoresis, native PAGE, gel filtration, 
and chromatography. She also contributed 
to standardizing a protocol for preparation 
of a primary cell culture from chicken liver.

Ms. Ann Irene worked for a month under the 
guidance of Dr. Utpal Tatu at IISc, Bangalore. 
He is currently working on diagnosis of 
asymptomatic infections of dogs.

Ms. Reshma Kurian and Ms. Ashwitha G 
attended a workshop on Genomics at Christ 
University, Bengaluru,  from May 6 to 17, 
2019, where they received hands-on training 
in application of genomics in healthcare, 
agriculture, and microbial systems.

Ms. Jothy W attended a Faculty Development 
Programme for Vice Principals in Jesuit 
Colleges of South Asia on ‘Leadership 
in Higher Education Institutions’ jointly 
organised by St. Joseph’s College, 
Tiruchirappalli, and Jesuit Higher Education 
Association of South Asia from May 4-6, 2019 
at JMJ Centre, Sirumalai Hills, Dindigul, Tamil 
Nadu. 

Summer Internships and 
Workshops attended 
by the students of M.Sc 
Microbiology
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PG Diploma Courses

PG diploma courses coordinated by Dr. 
Christo Selvan started in the year 2017 with 
nine in the beginning. Human Resources 
Management that started in 2017 recorded 
a successful 100% pass percentage. 
Financial Management and Banking and 
Business Analytics courses were started 
in 2018 for which professors from IIM, 
industry professional trainers, and senior 
HR executives were resource persons. 
According to the students, the class lectures 
were insightful, futuristic, and interesting 
that helped them tremendously in real-time 
applications. The 2018 batch set a record 
with 21% passing with first-class exemplary 
and 45% passing with first-class distinction. 
For the academic year 2019 – 2020, student 
registrations have crossed 200 for the courses 
and more than 50 students were admitted 
after interviews. 

Department of 
Physical Education

Inauguration of 
The Student Sports 
Committee

The Department of Physical Education 
held the SSC inauguration at 1:00 pm on 
July 16, 2019. The Chief Guest was Dr. (Fr.) 
Melwyn D’Cunha, S.J., Rector, St. Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous). The Chief Guest 
addressed the gathering and presided over 
the badge ceremony. This was followed 
by the oath taking ceremony. The student 
sports representatives from various classes, 
both UG and PG, attended the inauguration. 
They were briefed about the activities of the 
department, viz. inter-class tournaments, 
annual athletic meet, Sportstakes 2019-20, 
along with the rules and regulations.

Inter Class Chess 
Tournament

The inter-class registration was open for two 
days on July 17 and 18, 2019 and a total of 88 
students registered. The fixture was drawn 
on July 19, 2019 and displayed on the notice 
board and was also forwarded to the student 
class sports representative group. The 
tournament was conducted for two days, 
on July 22 and July 23. The winners were as 
below:

RAKSHITH G V 19EPS12037               
SANGLIANA B 17BCOM52027      
JASSIM 19EMS25046

Inter Class Carrom 
Tournament

The inter-class registration was open for 
two days on July 22 and 23, 2019 and a 
total of 112 students (Men) and 44 students 
(Women) had registered. The fixture was 
drawn on July 24, 2019 and displayed on the 
notice board and was also forwarded to the 
student class sports representative group. 
The tournament was conducted for two days 
on July 25 and July 26. The winners were as 
below:

Women  
HAZEL NIVEDITA S V 18BCOM52038 
BHAVANA A S 17BPS55046 
SALOMI SUSHMA 17BPS55046

Men
JEROME 17BCA41057  
DERIN DENNY 19OCH78019
VITTAL 18CBZ31020

Student Achievements
Mangaal Arambam from II MA Economics 
won the Overall Title in the Asia Pacific 
Championship (INBA) 2019 in the Men’s 
Physique division. He won Jr. Mr Asia (INBA) 
in Bodybuilding and a bronze medal in 
classic physique (INBA). There were around 
150 participants from 7 countries, some 
of whom were from Australia, Abu Dhabi, 
Singapore etc. After he won the overall title, 
he officially got the ‘PROCARD’ which means 
he can compete in the Natural Olympia 
which will be held in October 2019 in Los 
Angeles (USA). In the month of June, in a trial 
selection for Indian team which was held in 
Khamam,Telangana by (IBBF), he got selected 
to Represent India in ‘Mr. World’ which will be 
held in South Korea in November 2019.

Department of
Political Science

Staff Achievements

Dr. Karamala Areesh Kumar, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Political Science, 
participated in an ICSSR sponsored 
workshop titled ‘Two Week Capacity Building 
Programme for Faculty in Social Sciences’ 
at Indira Gandhi National Tribal University 
(IGNTU), Amarkantak, Madhya Pradesh, from 
April 30 to May 11, 2019. He also published 
a paper titled Caste Based Discrimination 
in Primary Education: Challenges and 
Experiences of Dalit Children in Schools  in 
Literary Endeavour, a UGC Approved Journal, 
Vol. X, ISSN: 0976-299X, 2009.
He also contributed a chapter titled ‘The Role 
of UN in the Fight against Global Terrorism: 
Initiatives and Challenges’, in a book 
sponsored by ICSSR, Paramount Publishers, 
Hyderabad.

Dr. PE Somaiah delivered two special lectures 
to law students at Vivekananda College 
of Law, Bengaluru, on April 8, 2019. The 
topics were related to Political Science and 
Public Administration. He also participated 
in a Round Table discussion on National 
Elections in India-2019, organised by the 
Consulate General of Switzerland, Crescent 
Road, Bengaluru, on April 9, 2019. He also 
participated in the IPRI Peace Lecture series, 
on the theme ‘Liberal Democracies and 
Emerging Challenges’, organised by National 
Institute (NIAS) and Konard-Adenaur Stifung 
(Germany), at Taj West End on April 13, 2019. 
He also published a paper titled Socio-
Economic Environment of Sports in the 
International Journal of Physiology, Nutrition 
and Physical Education, Copernicus indexed 
ISSN: 2456-0057, 2019, VOL-4 Special Issue-1.
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Department of
Psychology and 
Counselling

The Department of Psychology hosted 
International Day of Yoga in collaboration 
with the Department of Social Work, NCC 
and NSS associations at St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous), Bengaluru on June 21. It was 
an hour-long event in the indoor basketball 
court of the Magis Block. The students 
started with basic warm-up exercises. 
Participants included over 500 students and 
faculty members. The asanas performed 
were Vrikshasan, which helps in improving 
balance, stability, and strengthens the 
muscles in the leg; Gaumukasan or Cow-
Faced pose, which helps in maintaining the 
posture of the back and shoulders; Half-Fish 
pose, which aids in digestion, Cobra pose, or 
Bhujangasana, which  makes the back flexible 
and regulates metabolism, Chakrasan, which 
is good for the heart; Shavasan, which 
destresses the body and mind, and some 
breathing exercises like Anulom-vilom 
Pranayama, that has a direct impact on the 
brain and reduces stress. The participants 
performed all the asanas and exercises with 
great enthusiasm. The event was concluded 
with a slow waking up exercise. Mr. Ninoy 
Rodrigues thanked the participants for 
being a part of the global celebration, and 
a group photo was taken. The benefits of 
Yoga are clear and recognised by various 
organisations and health professionals.

International Day of 
Yoga

conventional STEM with the addition of Arts. 
— and the importance of hands-on learning, 
He explained that children understand 
concepts better when it is taught in a 
practical and playful setting. 

The people attending the conclave most 
notably include Dr. Kasturirangan, Ex-
Chairman, ISRO, Chairman of NEP Drafting 
Committee, Dr. M.K. Sridhar, Member of 
NEP Drafting Committee, Ex secretary of 
Karnataka Knowledge Commission and 
Dr.Tirka Widanti, President of Green School, 
Bali, Indonesia. Ms. Neeta Periera, the Head 
of Department of Psychology at St. Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous) spoke about the 
importance of exploring new modes of 
learning for children of this generation and 
explained that since children are being 
exposed to gadgets at the age of 3-4 months 
it is very important that educators adapt 
to new methods of pedagogy in order to 
educate the future generations. 

Department of 
Social Work

A two-day orientation programme for 
Social Work students was organised by the 
Department of Social Work at St Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous) on June 13 and 
14, 2019. The first day of the programme 
began with a prayer song by students 
from III BSW followed by an address by 
the Head of the Department, Lt. Akshay D. 
Mandlik. He welcomed all the students and 
faculty members to the new academic year, 
especially newcomers (I BSW and I MSW) 
and three new faculty members. He also 
informed the gathering that Dr. Alan Godfrey 
would now be serving as the PG Coordinator. 
Post the introduction, Mr. Kiran Jeevan 
highlighted the history of the department. 
A detailed introduction on the various areas 
of expertise of the faculty members was 
then given by Dr. Godfrey. Icebreakers were 
conducted by Dr. Mary Princess Lavanya 
and Ms. Latha Paul in order to facilitate 
interaction among the students. Post lunch, 
Dr. Godfrey conducted a session on paper 
presentations. Dr. (Fr.) Augustine Lourdu 
conducted a session on field work and its 
associated components. He also took the 
students through the new field work policy. 
The first day of the programme concluded at 
4:00 pm. The second day of the programme 
began with separate sessions for the BSW 
and MSW students. The MSW students 
gathered in Loyola Hall, where Ms. Viola 
Noronha handled a session on the formats 
for reporting methods of Social Work. Post 
this session, Mr. Kiran Jeevan explained the 

Two-day Orientation 
Programme for Social 
Work Students

prescribed format for fieldwork reporting. 
He also encouraged the II MSW students 
to share their experiences in fieldwork. 
The second session of the day took place 
in Xavier Hall. Students gathered in the 
hall at 2:30 pm. The department invited 
renowned social activist, Mr. Manohar from 
CARE to animate a discussion on addressing 
important social issues and social evils in the 
country. He began the session by reiterating 
the need for young people to come together 
and raise their voice against various forms of 
human rights violations. Apart from this, he 
addressed an array of social issues such as the 
plight of members of the LGBTQ community, 
the practice of honour killings, prevalence 
of domestic violence at home and sexual 
harassment at the workplace. Students were 
divided into 15 groups and each group was 
assigned a case study. The studies were 
then presented by a representative of each 
group followed by a discussion. The two-day 
orientation programme

Department of 
Zoology
Talk on Prenatal 
Development
The Department of Zoology organised 
a talk on prenatal development for II 
year EJP students of St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous). This interdepartmental 
interaction was held on June 18, 2019. 
Students observed the slides and specimens 
of developmental stages and developmental 
abnormalities which were explained by Mr. 
Thomas P Zachariah.

Dr. M. Jayashankar attended a one-day 
National Seminar titled ‘New Methodology 
of Assessment and Accreditation by NAAC 
- Issues and Challenges’ on April 11, 2019 
organised by IQAC, Ramaiah College of Arts, 
Science and Commerce, Bengaluru.

Dr. Sabitha Thomas and Dr. Viyolla Pavana 
Mendonce qualified for the Karnataka 
State Eligibility Test (K-SET) for lectureship, 
December 2018.

Dr. Kavya K and Dr. Putul Banerjee were 
appointed to the Department of Zoology in 
June 2019.

Dr. Sabitha Thomas defended her Ph.D. 
thesis titled ‘A Study on Physicochemical 
Parameters and Diversity of Soil Microbes 

International S.T.E.A.M 
Conclave Press 
Conference

LIFE - Leadership Initiative for Educators, 
held a press conference at the Bangalore 
Press Club about the International S.T.E.A.M 
Conclave 2019 on June 25 in association with 
GyanPro and the Department of Psychology, 
St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous). Dr. 
Supreeth began the address at 12:15 pm 
by introducing the concept of S.T.E.A.M 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
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in Wayanad, Western Ghats; South India’ on 
June 4, 2019 at the Department of Zoology, 
Bharathiar University, Coimbatore.

Dr. M. Jayashankar participated in the 
Honeybee box distribution in A Rocha. The 
program was intended to create awareness 
among local people of Kaserguppe village 
about bee-keeping and to encourage them 
to practice the same by providing bee boxes 
free of cost.

Dr. Viyolla P Mendonce participated in a one-
day seminar on ‘Draft National Education 
Policy-2019’ at Mount Carmel College 
(Autonomous), Bangalore on July 19, 2019.
Dr. M. Jayashankar participated in the 
workshop titled ‘Climate Change and the 
Essential Service Of Pollination’ held at 
the Center for Ecological Sciences, Indian 
Institute of Science, Bengaluru from July 17-
19, 2019.

Inauguration and the first general body 
meeting of the All India Catholic Union 
Federation (AICUF) took place on June 25, 
2019, at 1:10 pm in the auditorium. The 
chief guests for the day were Fr. Joy Pradeep 
Rodrigues, S.J, State Adviser of AICUF, Ms. 
Amita Priyadarshini, Student Governor, Ms. W. 
Jothy, Vice Principal of the Science Block, Ms. 
Deepika, Convener of AICUF, and Dr. Sandra 
Misquith, Campus Minister. The emcee 
for the day was Olinda from II BCom. The 
programme began with the lighting of the 
lamp and an invocation. Fr. Joy delivered the 
inaugural address in which he emphasized 
the need for all to be warriors of Jesus Christ 
and make the world a better place. Ms. Jothy 
used the parable of the salt of the earth 
and called upon everyone to draw from 
the light that is Christ and become salt that 
flavours up life. Ms. Priyadarshini gave her 
wishes for the new academic year. Godwin 
George of III CPE presented the report of 
the activities that took place in the last year. 
The GBM ended after the newly-elected core 
committee members were introduced. 

AICUF State Council was held from 20-21 July, 
2019 at St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous).
The following students were elected into the 
AICUF Karnataka State Council:

Vice President: Prem, III BCom

National Women’s Commission 
Representative: Ashwini, III BCom

AICUF’ers celebrated the Feast of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola as the Ignatian Week from July 22 to 
29, 2019. A talk by Dr. Stephen Titus on ‘Youth 
and Decision-Making’ on July 24 reminded 
students of the importance of making good 
choices and to think beyond the spaces they 
are in. The various competitions which ran on 
the themes of Ignatian values and ideologies 
were a new experience for students as they 
were better able to learn from the life of St. 
Ignatius. The rolling trophy was given to the 
winning class on July 29, 2019, the day of the 
valedictory.

Botanical Society
The inauguration of the Botanical Society 
for the academic year 2019-20 was held 
on June 22, 2019. Dr. Deepak Kumar Saini, 
Department of MRDG, IISc, Bengaluru, was 
the invited speaker. 

Dr. Saini was introduced by Dr. Vaishnavi, 
Staff coordinator of the Botanical Society. 
His areas of research are cell signaling, 
intercellular communication, ageing, 
signaling related disorders, etc. His research 
lab  stands for the acronym Signalling in 
Ageing, Inflammation and Infection--the 
three paradigms that Dr. Deepak Saini and 
his group work on. He delivered a lecture on 
‘Seeing is Believing: Biology through Lens’ 
which focused on the prospects of imaging 
and microscopy in Molecular Biology while 
laying an emphasis on the inclusive study 
of cell systematics and its interactions. Dr. 
Saini used animations to make the complex 
topics much more appealing. His lecture 
was followed by an interactive session with 
the audience. Post this, the Botanical Society 
unveiled its new logo – a Silver Peepal leaf 
(Ficus religiosa) which holds a strong cultural 
significance. 

The programme concluded with a vote 
of thanks by Ms. Kotapati Nithya and 
refreshments thereafter.

The Campus Ministry of St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous) helps mould a socially-
committed younger generation. SJC 
Religious, an active part of the Ministry helps 
in organising masses, particularly the four 
major eucharistic celebrations, the Inaugural 
Mass, The Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the 
Christmas Mass and the Thanksgiving Mass.

The Inaugural Mass for the academic year 
was held on June 14, 2019. Every Friday, 
the Campus Ministry organises Holy Mass 
in the college chapel and both staff and 
students actively participate. On July 27, 
2019, the jesuits celebrated the feast of 
their founder with the college staff. The 
short formal program was arranged by the 
Campus Ministry. While Ms. Litty welcomed 
the staff, Ms. Divina’s song set the tone for 
the afternoon. Fr. William Marcel Rodrigues, 
S.J. gave a short talk on the jesuits. This 
was followed by a quiz on the jesuits of the 
institution. 

A sumptuous lunch was organised by Mr. 
Anil, the Manager and Mr. Nagesh of Dolphin 
canteen. The mass on the occasion of the 
feast of St.Ignatius of Loyola was conducted 
on July 30, 2019. The special offertory taken 
during the mass was given out for charity.

Jesus Youth SJC 
Jesus Youth conducted a welcome 
programme named FLY (Find the Love in You) 
for students for the first time this year in July. 
More than 100 first year students registered. 
Promotional programs, regular intercessions 
at chapel, confessions, and adoration were 
some of the elaborate preparations held as 
part of the programme. 

The weekly campus gatherings on Tuesdays 
at the college chapel in the lunch break saw 
a participation of more than 30 students. 
Fr. Nithin Joseph, a Mass Communication 
student, is the spiritual animator of the 
community. The mobilisation for the weekly 
gatherings is done primarily through social 
media and word of mouth.

Centre for Molecular and  
Computational Biology 
(CMCB)
The inaugural ceremony of CMCB was held 
on July 3, 2019. Dr. Anurag P. Srivastava, 
Professor, Garden City University, was the 
chief guest for the event. Dr. (Fr.) Melwyn 
D’Cunha, S.J., Rector, St Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous) presided over the function. 
Dr. Jayarama Reddy, Head of Department, 
Department of Botany, gave a brief 
introduction on the activities conducted by 
CMCB and also enlightened the audience 
about the new initiative of the association 
– the wall magazine, titled Molecule of 
the Week. The magazine was released by 
Dr. (Fr.) Melwyn D’Cunha, S.J., who later 
addressed the gathering. Dr. Srivastava 
delivered a lecture on the topic ‘Elucidation 
of ATP Synthase Structure Using Molecular 
Biology and Cryo-Electron Microscopy’. 
His talk was based on research done by 
his team at Rosalind Franklin University, 
USA, in collaboration with Harvard Medical 
School. His revolutionary work resulted in 
the first time elucidation of the ATP synthase 
structure which was only predicted in the 
past. He engaged the audience with his work 
and its future implications.

Play Day
Consilium, an association under the 
Department of Psychology, St Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous) organises various 
events for students to let off some steam and 
have fun. Their first event, hosted mainly for 
the first year students, was Play Day, which 
took place on June 17, 2019.  It began at 
1:00 pm and was conducted in two venues: 
the Quadrangle and Atrium of Arrupe Block. 
The events included games and BYOP (Bring 
Your Own Paint), an art session conducted 
by members of the core team. Some of the 
games were Hopscotch, Bottle Flip, Cup 

Associations

Campus Ministry

Consilium
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Stack and more. The eye-catcher, however, 
was Hoop-la, a game wherein the contestant 
had to  throw hoops on a food item in 
order to win it. Another game required the 
contestant to build a pyramid with paper 
cups and put them back in 60 seconds. The 
event received positive feedback and put the 
minds of students at ease. It helped them to 
make new friends, have fun and destress. The 
overall environment was fun and lively, and 
everyone present had a good time reliving 
their childhood memories.

With the aim of fostering familiarity with 
senior students and helping the new batch 
of EJP (English, Journalism and Psychology) 
students feel a little less lonely during their 
first year, Consilium held a ‘Blender’ on June 
29. Icebreakers were conducted to kill any 
tension, followed the implementation of a 
‘Buddy System’ , in which each junior is linked 
to a senior whom they could approach in 
case of any stressors and doubts that may 
linger in their minds. This initiative was a 
grand success, and the implementation of 
this system helped the freshers to develop 
a great rapport with their seniors. The event 
also acted as a helping hand for students 
who were struggling to settle into a new 
phase of their life.

The inauguration of Consilium for the 
academic year 2019-2020 took place on 
Thursday, July 4 in the Quadrangle of the 
Science Block. The guests invited were Ms. 
Neeta Pereira, Head of the Department of 
Psychology; Ms. W. Jothy, Vice Principal of the 
Science Block; and Ms. Esha Chugh, President 
of Consilium (2018-2019). The event was 
presided over by Mr. Ninoy Rodrigues, Staff 
Coordinator of Consilium. Kevin Sequeira of 
II EJP showcased his talent of beatboxing. 
The event started off with Mr. Ninoy 
addressing the crowd and speaking about 
what Consilium is and what it intends to do 
this academic year. After this introduction, 
Ms. Esha talked about her experience with 
Consilium. The emcee, Ms. Subhalakshmi of 
I EJP, kept the crowd entertained. Roshan 
Pinto of II EJP put up a contemporary dance 
performance. Finally, the Convenors of 
Consilium, Tony D’Souza and Zoe Patrick of 
III EJP introduced the members of the core 
team, which included Isaac Jacob (Vice 
President), Anna Mariam Ittyerah (Treasurer), 
Veneet Correa (General Secretary), Shreya 
Hidamani (Science coordinator) and the 
other members of the Committee.  

Consilium conducted its Mixer for the new 
academic year on July 8. The event began 
at 1:00 pm at Aloysius Hall and a lot of 
students from  various classes came and 
took part in the activities. For the activities, 
the participants were split into six groups. 

Members of each group had to get to know 
one another and at the same time come up 
with a cool group name, find things that they 
all had in common and most importantly, 
come up with a dance step. At the end 
of the time given for the discussion and 
choreography, the six teams came forward 
one by one and told everyone what their 
group name was, the different things they 
had in common and even showed off their 
moves! Each group received a loud round 
of applause as they finished and got back 
to their place. After the activity, the core 
team of Consilium was briefly introduced 
who also answered a few questions that the 
participants had. 

IMAGES

Images, the association of the Department 
of communication organised a film 
camera exhibition called ‘A Walk Through 
Time’ at the Arrupe Block, St. Joseph’s 
College, Autonomous on June 28, 2019. 
The exhibition showcased various antique 
film cameras from varying periods of time, 
drawing students from diverse departments 
towards the displays. Around 20 cameras 
were on display for an hour. The counters 
were managed by students of I and II year 
BA Visual Communications, who provided 
information about each camera to the 
audience. The cameras from the 1920s to 
the 1980s provided a look back into the 
deep roots of photography, and helped 
spread awareness about antiques and about 
looking to the past for insight as well as 
inspiration. Some notable cameras were 
Cosina C1S, Premier PC 488, Prakta, Zeiss 
Ikon etc.  Many students remarked that it 
was a heartening experience to see how far 
we have come in terms of development in 
photographic technology. The exhibition 
attracted those from all departments and 
blocks, and helped increase interest in them 
towards photography and media as well as in 
the Department of Communication.

Visual Communication 
for Development

On July 24, 2019, the association organised 
a guest lecture on ‘Visual Communication 
for Development’ at Xavier Hall from 10 
am to 12 am. The guest lecturer was Mr. 
Ajitson Samuel Justus, a development 
communications practitioner himself. The 
lecture commenced with an innovative 
game created by Mr. Justus, followed by a 
presentation and more interactive sessions 
that taught the audience how to incorporate 
the visual communications in bringing out 
social issues and helping communities in 
need of aid and support. The students were 
made to debate on social issues relevant to 
contemporary society, and the discussions 
brought a sense of awareness among 
participants. The ‘Three Act Play’ prominent 
in Hollywood screenwriting was brought into 
light as an element to use when addressing 
social problems spanning across the country. 
The students and staff thoroughly enjoyed 
the innovative way in which the lecture was 
conducted.

The Open-Air Film 
Screening
On July 26, the association hosted ‘The 
Open-Air Film Screening’ at Maraa – Media 
and Arts Convention at Indiranagar at 7 pm. 
The idea behind the event was to watch films 
directed by Mr. Johnson Rajkumar and Ms. 
Sarah Thomas. The location was the beautiful 
terrace at Maraa. The ambience was set by 
soft lights and a jamming session by students, 
Trina and Mary Ann. Post this, the crowd 
was ready to watch the two beautiful films, 
Fireflies and The Unsung. The screening was 
followed by discussions with the directors 
and the enthusiastic crowd, consisting of 
students and outsiders alike, asked a lot of 
questions based on their understanding of 
the films. Ideas were shared, and the films 
were critiqued and appreciated. The crowd 
dispersed at around 9 pm, content with how 
their evening turned out and awaiting more 
events like this to celebrate films.

Natural Science 
Association

Inaugural Ceremony

The Inaugural ceremony of the Natural 
Science Association (NSA) was held on July 
2, 2019. The chief guest was Col. Dr. Navaz 
Shariff, Manager People for Animals (PFA) 
Bangalore. He has worked in the army, 
paramilitary forces, border police, peace-
keeping at Sri Lankan civil war, peace-

Blender

Mixer
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Zootalk is an initiative by NSA to provide 
a platform to researchers and enthusiasts 
working in different fields of Biology to 
interact and share their experiences. The 
First Zootalk was organised on July 16, 2019. 
The speaker Ms. Saana Benurwar (Intern, 
A Rocha India) spoke on ‘Insights into the 
Asian Elephant Corridors’ highlighting the 
significance of corridors in dispersal and 
survival of Asian elephants as well as the 
threats posed to such fragile ecosystems, 
citing examples from the Rajaji and Jim 
Corbett National Parks. Ms. Saana highlighted 
the activities undertaken by A Rocha India in 
corridors within Bannerghatta National Park. 

Moth Festival

NSA members along with Staff Coordinator, 
Dr. M. Jayashankar participated in the Moth 
Festival on July 16 from 5:00 to 9.30 pm. 
The event was organised by Karnataka 
Eco-Tourism Board along with My Eco-
Trip in the Institute of Wood Science and 
Technology, Malleshwaram. There were 
three presentations, viz. ‘Moths - Winged 
Jewels of the Night’, ‘Citizen Science’ and 
‘Building Biodiversity Information for India 
and Moth Diversity in Bangalore’. There was a 
documentary screening and moth-watching 
session organised to create awareness about 
moths and their habitat.

National Service 
Scheme (NSS)
The National Service Scheme (NSS) is an 
Indian government-sponsored public service 
programme conducted by the Department 
of Youth Affairs and Sports of the Govern-
ment of India. Popularly known as NSS, the 
scheme was launched in Gandhi’s Centenary 
year, 1969. NSS is part of St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous) from the time this scheme 
was initiated. This year, NSS has been divided 
into Unit-1 and Unit-2. Over 100 student vol-
unteers in each unit are selected to be part 
of NSS after they satisfy the selection criteria. 

UNIT 2

The following students were both elected 
and selected as the Executive Committee:

The celebration of International Yoga Day 
took place on June 21, 2019. The event 
was organised in collaboration with the 
Department of Psychology, NCC and NSS 
(Unit 1). Volunteers from both associations, as 
well as volunteers of the college gathered on 
the basketball court in Magis Block and the 
session began at 9:00 am. The importance of 
yoga and various asanas were taught to the 
volunteers. 112 volunteers from Unit 2, about 
180 volunteers from Unit 1, volunteers from 
NCC, and other students made this event a 
grand success.

service in the field of wildlife. The chief 
guest was welcomed with a token of 
gratitude by Mr. Thomas P. Zachariah, Head 
of Department, Department of Zoology. Dr. 
M. Jayashankar, Staff Coordinator of NSA 
listed the activities that the association will 
be organising pertaining to conservation 
and current research. Also, an annual fest 
‘Zootopia’ is being planned for the academic 
year.  Dr. Navaz then presented the activities 
and functioning of PFA.

Presidents - Michael Shalom Jerry (III BVC) 
and Aishwarya (III EJP)

Vice presidents - Sharan Kumar S (III PMC) 
and Geetha R (II BCOM B)

General secretary - Joshmina (II BCOM D)

Joint secretary - Supritha (II PCM)

Cultural Secretary - Kaviya N (II PMC) and 
Bala Sundar (I BPS)

Outreach and Media Head - Somashekar (II 
BCOM) and Shree Hari Ram (I BBA A)

Documentation Head - Reena R (III BCOM 
A), Kousalya Bai V (II PMC) and Angeline 
Katherina (I BVOC DMA)

The orientation for NSS Unit 2 was held on 
June 25, 2019, at 4:00 pm. Mr. Prasad CN, 
the coordinator of NSS Unit-2 addressed 
the gathering. He briefed the students 
about NSS and motivated volunteers to 
actively participate in upcoming events. He 
also informed the gathering about basic 
criteria to be met when applying for NSS 
executive elections. Mr. Michael commenced 

Blood Donation Camp
A Blood Donation Camp was organised by 
the NCC association of St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous), in collaboration with Lions 
Club. The college’s NSS units were of great 
support as they helped the association with 
this event. 

The camp was held on June 29, 2019, 
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. The Lions Club 
volunteers spread awareness about the 
camp and encouraged students to donate 
blood. There was an overwhelming response 
from volunteers of the association and from 
students of the college. With five hospitals 
collecting blood, 616 units were collected:
Sanjay Gandhi - 118 units
Victoria - 149 units
Kidwai - 90 units
NIMHANS - 108 units
St. John’s - 151 units
Those unable to donate blood were given 
an acknowledgement slip and assured 
that they could donate blood next time. A 
certificate of appreciation, a donation card 
and refreshments were given to each donor 
as a token of gratitude.

NSS Inauguration
The inauguration of NSS Unit 2 was held on 
July 9, 2019 from 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm in the 
Main Auditorium of St. Joseph’s College. 
Mr. Raj Kishan and Ms. Pallavi hosted the 
event. The programme began with an inau-
gural speech welcoming the dignitaries. The 
chief guest for the day was Mr. Venkatesh 
Murthy, Executive Director of Youth For 
Seva and the special guest was Ms. Joyce, 
Education Coordinator of Asha foundation. 
Mr. Selwyn Paul, NSS Coordinator (Unit 2) 
also graced the occasion. Mr. Prasad and Mr. 
Selwyn Paul escorted the guests to the au-
ditorium. The guests then lit the lamp which 
symbolised a new beginning. Volunteers 
sang the NSS song which reflects the current 

the process of election. The nominees 
were asked to step forward and introduce 
themselves. Voting slips were distributed 
to students, who were asked to vote for 
eligible candidates. Due to discrepancies in 
the voting procedure and the post-eligibility 
criteria, the results were kept on hold and 
a selection interview was scheduled. The 
results were announced after a few days.
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Collage Making 
Competition
A collage making competition was held on 
July 18, 2019 in the auditorium basement 
from 1:00 pm to 1:40 pm. The topic for the 
event was ‘Wastage of Water and Pollution 
of Water Bodies’. Volunteers actively 
participated. The judge for the event was 
Dr. Ebenezer Wilson from the Department of 
Environmental Science. 

Campus Cleaning Drive 
And Talk On Green 
Traces
The NSS organised two events on July 20. A 
campus cleaning drive was held from 9:45 am 
to 12:30 pm. The main purpose of this event 
was to create awareness about cleanliness 
and to show gratitude towards the non-
teaching staff of the college. 235 volunteers 
were present for the drive. The whole group 
was divided into six groups and assigned to 
different blocks of the college. Mr. Prasad 
CN, the unit coordinator appreciated the 
efforts of the volunteers. Refreshments were 
provided, after which a talk was organised. A 
talk on green traces also took place on the 
same day in Loyola Hall. Ms. Kotapati Nithya, 
founder of Green Squad and a Rising Star 
of the Year finalist in the Namma Bengaluru 
Awards 2018 gave various insights about the 
water crisis and also encouraged students to 
make use of what they have around them to 
solve the crisis. Problems involving plastic 
waste were also discussed. Around 188 
volunteers took part in the interactive talk. 
The event ended with the volunteers putting 
up a mime performance about the wastage 

situation of the society and the role that NSS 
volunteers play in its betterment. Chief guest 
Mr. Venkatesh Murthy, addressed the gath-
ering. He spoke about transforming oneself 
and motivated volunteers towards social 
service. Special guest Ms. Joyce, spoke about 
her journey of selfless contribution to soci-
ety and expressed her gratitude towards the 
college for forming selfless social volunteers. 
Mr. Selwyn Paul conducted the oath-taking 
ceremony for the 2019-20 NSS Executive 
Committee. The dignitaries pinned the new 
committee and wished them good luck. A 
documentary video on NSS was projected. 
Volunteers put up a cultural performance. 
Ms. Aishwarya, the President of the unit pro-
posed the vote of thanks leading to the end 
of the inauguration ceremony.

Poster Making Event
A poster making competition was held on 
July 25, 2019 in the auditorium basement 
from 12:55 pm to 1:40 pm. The topic for 
the event was ‘Save Trees Save Life’. 205 
Volunteers came up with creative ideas and 
involved themselves in making posters. The 
judge for the event was Mr. Alan Godfrey A 
from the Department of Social Work.

Best Out Of Non-
Biodegradable Event

This event was organised on July 29, 2019 
in the auditorium basement from 12:55 
pm to 1:40 pm. Volunteers learned about 
waste management and the importance of 
non-biodegradable waste. Everything from 
plastic spoons to pen caps were put to use 
and recycled. The judge for the event was 
Dr. BS Prabhakar from the Department of 
Environmental Science.

Oikonomika, the Post Graduate Economics 
Association of St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous), Bangalore inaugurated the 
activities for the academic year 2019-20 
with a guest lecture titled ‘Current Status 
of Agriculture in Indian Economy’ on July 
8, 2019. The speaker Nalin Rai, AGM of 
NABARD, gave insights into some of the 
latest initiatives to support farmers such as a 
WhatsApp group called ‘Bali Raja’ that helps 
seek and share inputs on sweat equity, soil 
health card system and use of machines 
to prevent pollution from paddy straw 
burning. The lecture was highly enlightening 
and concluded with the announcement 
of the new core committee members of 
Oikonomika and tentative events for year 
2019-20. 

PG Chemical Society
The PG Chemical Society was inaugurated 
on June 29, 2019. PG Coordinator Dr. B. V. 
Somashekharaiah announced the names 
of the office bearers and briefly explained 
the activities planned for the new academic 
year.  Dr. Nalini G Sundaram, faculty, 
Department of Chemistry, St Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous), and awardee of 
best research publication for 2018-19 by 
VGST, Government of Karnataka, delivered 
a lecture based on her research. The 
applications of functional nanomaterials 
such as crystalline semiconductors and 
biocompatible double tungstate oxides for 

gas sensing, photocatalysis, and theranostics 
were discussed briefly. Dr. Melwin Colaco, 
the Registrar, was also in attendance.

The office bearers for 2019-20 are:
President : Sanjana Nallige (II MSc.)
Vice President : Anjali Krishnan (I MSc. 
Organic Chemistry)
Secretary : Rohith V (I MSc. Analytical 
Chemistry)
Treasurer : Mamatha D (II MSc.)

A lecture on ‘Innovations and Future 
Challenges in Science and Technology’ was 
conducted by the PG Chemical Society on 
July 27, 2019 in the DeNobili Hall. The speaker 
was Dr. Relhan Gulshan, recipient of Bharat 
Jyoti Award and a retired scientist from 
Radiochemistry and Analytical Chemistry 
Division of Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC), Mumbai. He started his lecture with 
a brief introduction to scientists who have 
contributed greatly to the field of Nuclear 
Chemistry, like Roentgen, Madam Curie, 
and Becquerel. Advancements in Nuclear 
Science like the discovery of Higgs Boson 
particles, dangers and possibilities of nuclear 
war, and India’s space programmes such 
as Chandrayaan and Mangalyaan were 
discussed with emphasis on its technical, 
political and financial difficulties.
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Physics Students 
Association

Inaugural Ceremony and 
Talk of PSA 2019-20

Talk by Prof. Jayanth Vyasanakere, Faculty of 
the School of Liberal Studies, Azim Premji 
University, Bangalore. With the arrival of a 
new academic year, The St Joseph’s College 
Physics Students’ Association held its 
inaugural ceremony for the year 2019-20 in 
DeNobili Hall on June 27, 2019, at 3:00 pm. 
A hymn by the students was followed by a 
speech by the Head of the Department of 
Physics inspiring all students to find their 
abilities and emerge as leaders in their own 
path. 

This year, the association found its 
Presidential candidate in Shivalik Poohvaiah, 
a very active student of the college. The 
President invited the chief speaker of the day 
to the stage, Dr. Jayanth Vyasanakere, PhD, 
of the School of Liberal Studies, Azim Premji 
University. Dr. Vyasanakere encouraged his 
listeners to develop the most essential skill 
on which physics is built—to question and 
to answer.

Classical Mechanics I: The Nature of Classical 
Mechanics

The Physics Students Association of the 
college has provided a platform for students 
to discuss and present interesting ideas in 
physics and this year was no different. After 
the inaugural talk, the association had its 
first student lecture on Classical Mechanics, 
jointly done by Rohan Vijay and Srinidhi 
Murali, both from II B.Sc. The lecture was split 
into a four part series.

Rohan’s first talk, held in S210 on July 11 from 
1:00 to 2:00 pm provided a feeler of what 
was to come. He talked about what the field 
was and laid down three points as defining 
classical mechanics: no quantum uncertainty, 
deterministic, and reversibility. He also 
pointed out what the field’s downsides were, 
chiefly mentioning chaos in this nonlinear 
world. He provided an excellent introduction 
to the lecture series.

Classical Mechanics II: Dynamics in Classical 
Mechanics Continuing on the great start 
provided by Rohan in the first talk that 
introduced the audience to Classical 
Mechanics, Srinidhi Murali of II PEM took 
up some of the nitty-gritty of the topic by 
expounding on the dynamics that make up 
classical mechanics. 

This talk was held on July 18 from 01:00 
pm to 02:00 pm in classroom A209, Arrupe 
Block. He started off by giving a feel for what 
motions a system could exhibit, and stressed 
on the importance of states in describing 
such cases. Using a bit of history, Srinidhi 
also explained how the equations of motion 
were discovered and how forces play a major 
role in the dynamics of closed systems. The 
discussion was to be continued next time 
with Srinidhi moving on to the Lagrangian.

Classical Mechanics III: Energy and Principle 
of Least Action

By Srinidhi Murali, B.Sc PEM Semester III
The third installment of the student lecture 
series on Classical Mechanics saw the 
continuation of Srinidhi’s discussion into 
the topic move into Lagrangian views on 
Classical mechanics. This talk was also held in 
A209 on July 25, 2019 from 01:00-02:00 pm. 
At its heart was the conservation of energy’s 
origin and how it came to be. He also talked 

about minimum energy and trajectories that 
systems take, introducing, probably the first 
time to many, the concept of Least action. 

He concluded with a discussion on the 
famed Lagrangian and going into how 
significant the Euler-Lagrange equations are. 
The discussion would continue the following 
week with Rohan finishing off the rest of the 
lecture series.

Student Achievements 
Ashish Jain of I BVC and the college fashion 
team participated in Mr & Miss Karnataka 
2019 and was awarded Mr. Karnataka 
International Finalist 2019, Mr. Handsome at 
Mr. Karnataka 2019 and also for Mr. Teen India 
2019 and will be representing Karnataka and 
India.

Songashim of II MSW, student coordinator of 
the college fashion team, was a top 10 finalist 
out of 100 contestants in the Garnier Men 
Mega Mr. Northeast 2019 held at Guwahati.

SJC Literary Society 

Meta Schools

On July 5 and July 6, 2019, the SJC Literary 
Society, along with the Department of 
English, conducted the fifth edition of Meta 
Schools. Meta Schools is an inter-school fest 
organised for students from classes 8 to 12.

 The fest boasted a large number of events like 
Spelling Bee, Fandom Menace, Just A Minute 
(JAM), Wildlife Quiz, General Quiz and Poetry 
Slam. This year, Meta Schools witnessed its 
largest turnout with 444 participants from 
31 schools and colleges over the course of 
two days. Dr. (Fr.) Victor Lobo, S.J. addressed 
and welcomed the students during the 
inauguration ceremony. Following this, Dr. 
Arul Mani, Head of Department of the English 
department, introduced the theme for this 
edition of Meta Schools, viz. ‘In–Between’, 
explaining how we consume texts and 
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engage with language we are constantly in 
an ‘in between’ position in terms of cultures, 
times and viewpoints. This year Meta Schools 
debuted a new event, the Fr. Cecil Saldanha 
Memorial Wildlife Quiz. The event was 
sponsored by EcoEdu, an institution aimed 
at raising awareness by providing courses 
on wildlife and the environment. The quizzes 
and Spelling Bee were conducted in two 

Metonym is an inter-class literary competition 
organised by the Department of English, St 
Joseph’s College (Autonomous). 

This year, the fest was inaugurated on July 
9 at 4 pm and concluded on July 23, 2019. 
The valedictory was held on July 27, 2019. 
Students from various courses across the 
college participated in and won various 
events. There was also a yard sale of second 
hand books in the Atrium of Arrupe Block 
during the lunch break on all days of 
Metonym 2019.

The first event, held on July 9, was ‘Takedown’, 
a written competition in which participants 
write a takedown-style essay on given topics, 
which were ‘televangelists’, ‘the Bangalore 
Metro’ and ‘gobi manchurian’. 126 students 
participated in this event.

Fandom Menace was the next written event 
on the same day, in which participants are 
given a two-line prompt and are expected 

to complete the story using pop culture 
references/characters. 82 students tried their 
luck at this.

Infactuated was the next event held on July 
11. The old entrance of the college basement 
was announced as the topic to write about, 
complete with photos. At the Fresher’s Quiz 
Prelims, 51 teams of first year students from 
across the college tested their wits. 10 teams 
qualified for the finals. Among 51 teams, 
Litesh and Denzel of I JIP stood first.

Nosecut, one of the most popular Metonym 
events, simulates a press conference. The 
participants form teams – in which one 
functions as the PR researcher and one as a 
famous personality. They are then subject to 
an intense press conference session, where 
the audience poses questions to them that 
they must cleverly answer. 14 teams took 
part in this event, playing characters ranging 
from Lalu Prasad Yadav to Taylor Swift. 

On July 12, 30 students crowded room A309 
at 1.15 pm to try their luck at wordplay in 
the event ‘Punny Kutty’. They were asked to 
write puns based on prompts such as ‘butter’ 
and ‘DK Shivakumar’ and also create a punny 
story. 

Bhoot Polish was a ghost storytelling event 
held on July 12 at 4 pm. Among the 14 
participants, Izrael from III EJP won first place 
for her spooky story. 

The events on July 13 included Deep Deep 
Deep, a creative writing event where 
participants are given the first half of a poem, 
which they can then complete however they 
want. 60 students took part.
The Women’s Quiz was also held on the same 
day. Among 32 teams, Nikhita Thomas and 
Sandra Jiju of III EJP emerged victorious.

On July 15, Ekphrasis and Bollygood charmed 
all. Ekphrasis is a creative writing event 
whereby participants have to write about a 
given photo for a person who hasn’t seen it 
or can’t see at all. 64 students wrote about a 
photo of two dogs sitting on train tracks and 
smiling into the camera.

14 students took part in Bollygood, an event 
in which you have to perform an English 
translation of regional songs. Sanjana from III 
B.Com won with her English rendition of the 
Kannada song Santhoshakke. 

30 teams tested their vocabulary at a quiz 
called ‘What’s the Good Word’, which had its 
prelims on July 15 and finals on July 16. 

The 1.15 pm events on July 16 included 
Newsreading and Illustration. In the former, 
16 participants tested their news-anchoring 
skills; while 38 students artistically responded 
to a literary prompt in Illustration.

JAM (Just a Minute) is one of the most-
awaited Metonym events, the prelims of 
which were held on July 16 at 4 pm in the 
AV Room. Ex-Josephite Pranay was the JAM 
master for the prelims in which 14 students 
participated. The finals were held the next 
day at 4 pm under the Banyan Tree. Dr. Arul 
Mani was the JAM master, who kept his 
participants on their toes. Tara Kurien from III 
EJP emerged victorious.

Meme making event Memesis was held on 
July 17 at 1 pm. 50 students drew memes on 
the topic ‘staircases’. 

On July 18 at 1.15 pm, 52 participants took 
part in Caption Writing held in A308. They 
had to caption one image in not more than 
twelve words. All the victors were from II EJP.

20 Questions, a quizzing event, was also held 
on July 18 at 4 pm. 38 teams took part in the 
prelims.

The 13 participants who qualified for the 
Punny Kutty finals tried their luck against 
master punner Dr. Arul Mani on July 19 at 4 
pm in room A309. There were various verbal 
pun-off rounds with different prompts, at 
the end of which Shireen Vrinda of I CPE 
emerged a champion. 

The prelims of Classified intelligence, a 
general quiz, were held on July 19. 39 teams 
took part in the event.

Tableau Escobar was held in the AV room on 
July 22. Various classes formed teams and 
performed tableau skits recreating scenes 
from popular plays, films and TV shows. II EJP 
emerged the winner.
 
The Spelling Bee finals on July 23 brought 
the intra-college fest to an end. Aditi Kumar 
from III EJP defeated 82 participants to 
emerge victorious.

rounds; prelims followed by the finals. Just 
a Minute (JAM) had 24 participants and 
the JAM master was ex-Josephite Pranay. 
3 prelim rounds were conducted owing to 
the high turnout. Among the 150 entries, 
Fandom Menace (a fanfiction writing event) 
saw interesting crossovers between Friends 
and The Avengers. 

The theme for the popular Poetry Slam event 
was ‘Ice Cream’. After two days of enthusiasm, 
the hustle-bustle of Meta Schools came to 
a close. The winners were awarded book 
coupons at the valedictory function. In the 
Junior category, Delhi Public School (South) 
won the overall championship and in the 
senior category, there was a tie between 
Christ Junior College and St. Joseph’s Indian 
Composite College. However, Christ Junior 
College emerged victorious and took home 
the rolling trophy.
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The valedictory event for Metonym was held 
on July 27 in room A305. Teachers from the 
English department felicitated the various 
winners with prizes. III EJP were adjudged 
the overall winners and presented with the 
championship trophy.

SJC Performing Arts 
Society
The SJC Performing Arts Society, an 
association under the Department of 
English, helps students to showcase their 
talents by giving them an opportunity and 
a stage through their open mic event called 
‘Do Your Own Thing’ (DYOT).

As the name suggests, the event gives 
students a stage for all kinds of performance-
based talents, from singing, dancing, 
instrument playing, to beat boxing, stand-up 
comedy, and spoken word poetry. The first 

DYOT for this academic year was conducted 
on June 24 at 4 pm in room A305. The 
audience were captivated by an eclectic 
display of talents. Ann M Shaju from I JIP 
sang Hindi and Tamil songs. Denzel Joyson 
from I JIP performed a rap song that he 
composed himself. Litesh Vimal from I JIP 
recreated Shylock’s iconic monologue from 
The Merchant of Venice. Crystal Ann D’Cruz 
and Shubhankar Subba from I JIP performed 
a duet. Astha Sharma from I EJP mesmerised 
the audience with a song on her ukulele, 
while Jessica Francis from I IES, and Komal 
Saikia from I JIP also crooned melodious 
songs. Anna Mariam from III EJP charmed 
the audience with spontaneous pick-up 
puns. Nihal J from II EJP left the audience in 
splits with a stand-up comedy routine. Kevin 
Noel Sequeira from II EJP stunned all with a 
beat-boxing performance. Rishikesh SP from 
I BBA was another beat-boxer who left the 
audience wanting more. The organisers were 
happy to witness enthusiastic participation 
from Science and Commerce stream 
students.

SJC Quiz Club

Registration and Season 
Launch
The Quiz Club registration meeting and 
season launch event called ‘Triomphe’ was 
held on June 1 from 2:15 pm to 6:30 pm in 
Loyola Hall. Students of St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous) and members of the general 
public took part in the event. Triomphe, a 
‘quizzing triathlon for trios’ was conducted, 
consisting of two events. The solo quiz called 
‘Tukde Tukde’ had 40 participants, while the 
team event called ‘Unithree’ consisted of 21 
teams of 3 people each.

Inaugural Open House 
and Pushups Quiz
The first ‘Open House’ and ‘Pushups’ quizzes 
for this academic year were conducted on 
June 22 in classroom A309. Open house is 
a general quiz for teams of two. Pushups 
are fortnightly solo written quizzes where 
the participant attempts 40 questions in 
35 minutes. Prizes were awarded in four 
categories viz. school, college, open and 
women. Dr. Arul Mani was the sole quiz 
master for the Open House. The pushups 
quiz was set by Dr. Arul Mani and Saishyam 
S, student of II EJP. The solo event had 25 
participants and 11 teams participated in 
the team event. The winners were Thejaswi 
Udupa (Open Category), Anirudh Nair of II 
EJP (College Category), Rohit Paul (School 
Category) and Sreya Mandal (Women’s 
Category).

Weekly Quiz Club 
Meetings

SJC Quizzers held their registration meeting 
for the academic year on June 13, 2019 in 
classroom A-309 during the lunch break. 
As part of the inaugural meeting, the co-
convenor of the quiz club, Rohit R from III EJP 
addressed all the new and returning quizzers 
and welcomed them to SJC Quizzers. He also 
announced the schedule for the first half of 
the academic year and introduced the new 
quizzers to the various activities of the quiz 
club. Post this, Dr. Arul Mani, HOD of the 

English Department and the coordinator 
of the quiz club conducted a short quiz 
for all the members of the quiz club. Two 
teams shared the first place in the quiz. The 
students who were a part of these teams 
were: Meghana S, Aditi Kumar and Nayana 
S (II EJP); Taabinda Jameel Ur Rahman, Neha 
Rebecca Chacko and Swetha Miriam Abhram 
(I JIP)

The college quiz club held their second 
weekly quiz for the academic year on June 
20. The meeting was held in A309 and began 
at 1:20 PM. This quiz was set by Kaustub 
Bharadwaj from II EJP. Around 50 students 
took part in the quiz and Sandra Jiju and 
Rohit R (II EJP) emerged victorious. Chandan 
C and Allan Joseph from III PMC finished 
second and third place went to Sudhir Pravin 
Rao (I CBZ) and Alan Shaju (I EJP).

SJC Quizzers held their third weekly quiz on 
June 27, 2019 in A309 at 1:15 PM. This week’s 
quiz was set by Ravishankar S from III PMC 
and 15 teams attempted the quiz. The quiz 
was won by Anirudh B Krishnan (II EJP) and 
Kaushal Menon (III EJP) and Allan Joseph (III 
PMC) and Taabinda Jameel Ur Rahman (I JIP) 
finished second respectively. This quiz also 
saw a team consisting of a professor and 
student, Pranav V S (II EJP) and Ms. Shefali 
Mathew taking third place.

Weekly Quiz 

The college quiz club met on Thursday, July 
4 for their weekly quiz. The quiz was held in 
A309 and began at 1:15 PM. This week’s quiz 
was set by Anirudh B Krishnan from II EJP and 
was a solo quiz. Saishyam Srikanth from II EJP 
finished in first place while Ravishankar S of 
III PMC and Allan of III PMC finished 2nd and 
3rd respectively.
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After a break in the weekly quiz cycle for 
Metonym, SJC Quizzers resumed their 
weekly quizzes on July 25. The week’s quiz 
was set by Nayana S from III EJP and was held 
at A309 during the lunch break. Rohit Ravi 
and Nikhita Thomas from II EJP won the quiz 
while Sreya Mandal and Teresa Fernandez 
from II CZBT finished second. 

KQA Askqance
The Karnataka Quiz Association held their 
annual quizzing festival, Askqance on June 
28, 29 and 30. There were 8 quizzes held out 
of which 6 quizzes were open to all. Students 
from St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous) took 
part in all these quizzes. 
These six quizzes were: 
The Sai-Tanic Verses (Quiz Night at Courtyard) 
– An open quiz held at 9 pm on June 28.
Praneeth Bharadwaj from III CZBT took part 
in this quiz.

Persiflage – The Books Quiz held at 10 am on 
June 29. Nikhita Thomas, Rohit R and Sandra 
Jiju from III EJP took part in this quiz.
Son of Lumiere – The movies quiz held at 
on June 29 at 3.30 pm. Nikhita Thomas and 
Sandra Jiju from III EJP and Ravishankar and 
Allan Joseph from III PMC represented St. 
Joseph’s College at the prelims of the quiz.
By Hooke or by Crookes – The Science and 
Technology quiz held at 10 am on June 30. 
Two teams from SJC took part in this quiz – 
Allan Joseph, Ravishankar, Shreerang J Pande 
and Karthik N (III PMC) and Saishyam Srikanth 
and Anirudh B Krishnan (II EJP) and Praneeth 
Bharadwaj (III CZBT) along with Jayakrishna, 
a student from JIPMER, Pondicherry.
Gridlock – The crossword quiz held at 2.30 
PM on June 30. Anirudh (II EJP) and Praneeth, 
Kaustub Bharadwaj and Saishyam (II EJP) 
attempted this quiz.
Sesame – The General Quiz held at 3.30 pm 
June 30. Nikhita and Ravishankar attempted 
the quiz alongside Prithwiraj and Nagaratna 
who are part of the open quizzing team, SJC 
quizzers. 

All the quizzes other than Sai-tanic verses 
were held at the Institution of Agricultural 
Technologists, Queens Road. Sai – Tanic 
Verses was held at Courtyard in Shanti Nagar.  

July Push-ups and Open 
House
The Quiz Club’s second push-ups and open 
house quizzes were held on July 13 in room 
no. A-309 of Arrupe Block. The push-ups 
quiz started at 3:30 pm and was followed by 
Open House with three members per team 
(one woman/college/school quizzer in every 
team) and concluded by around 6:30 pm. 
Open House was set by Dr. Arul Mani and 
push-ups by Dr. Arul Mani and Praneeth B. 
The quiz had 27 participants. Winners of 
Push-ups were Thejaswi Udupa in the open 
category, Nagendra in the college category, 
and Mythili in the school category and 

women’s category, respectively. Winners of 
the open house were Thejaswi Udupa, Ankit 
and Ochintya in first place, Sreya M, Nishant 
and Rahul in second place and Mythili, 
Pramod and Saishyam in third place. 

The third push-ups and open house quizzes 
were held on July 27th, Saturday in room 
no. A-309 of Arrupe Block. The push-ups 
quiz started at 3:30 pm and was followed by 
Open House with three members per team 
(one woman/college/school quizzer in every 
team) and concluded by around 6:30 pm. 
Open House was set by Dr. Arul Mani and 
push-ups by Dr. Arul Mani and Allan Joseph 
(III PMC). The quiz had 32 participants. 
Winners of Push-ups were Rahul Jadhav in 
the open category, Nagendra in the college 
category, and Mythili in the school category 
and women’s category, respectively. Winners 
of the open house were Praneeth Bharadwaj 
(III CZBT), Siddhant and Sumeer in first place; 
Ravishankar, Rahul and Nishant in second 
place; and Allan, Anirudh and Manjunath in 
third place.

The Karnataka Quiz Association organised 
its annual quizzing festival for schools and 
colleges called Junior Askqance on Sunday 
July 28 at the Institution of Agricultural 
Technologists, Queens Road. They organised 
quizzes in four categories as part of the fest. 
These were: Middle School, High School, 
Junior College and College. Three teams 
from SJC took part in the prelims of the 
college quiz. These three teams comprised: 
Saishyam Srikanth, Anirudh B Krishnan (II 
EJP) and Rohit Ravi (III EJP); Ravishankar 
S, Allan Joseph (III PMC) and Praneeth 
Bharadwaj (III CZBT); Kaustub Bharadwaj 
(II EJP) and Ashwin Dev Bhatt (III EPS). The 
first two teams qualified for the final and 
finished just shy of third place. Ravi, Allan 
and Praneeth finished 4th while Saishyam, 
Anirudh and Rohit finished 5th. 

Social Work Students 
Association (SWSA)

Child Rights Day 
Programme

The Social Work Students Association (SWSA) 
and I MSW students of the Department of 
Social Work organised an event to celebrate 
Child Rights Day on July 17, 2019. The event 

started at 4:00 pm simultaneously at three 
venues: Bosco Rainbow Home, LR Nagar 
Community, and St. Patrick’s Cemetery. The 
main agenda of the event was to inform 
children of their basic rights, especially the 
right to life, education, childhood, etc. and 
stress upon good touch, bad touch and about 
the child help line. The programme at the 
school started at 4:30 pm with an ice breaker 
session, where the trainees played various 
games with the children. An introduction 
explaining the objectives of the day’s session 
and child rights was delivered. Every group 
had a unique way of presentation. The 
children were able to present in English and 
one group also performed a skit. The children 
enthusiastically participated by sharing their 
views on the topic, such as the fact that child 
marriage is not acceptable, child labour is 
offensive, life skills are important, etc. Present 
and overseeing the proceedings were social 
work trainees from other classes, members 
of SWSA and the faculty of the Department 
of Social Work.

World Day against 
Trafficking in Persons – 
Awareness Programme

On World Day against Trafficking in Persons, 
the students of St. Joseph’s College aimed to 
create awareness about human trafficking 
in an effort to defeat this social problem. A 
skit was performed in the cafeteria of the 
Magis Block on July 19. The NCC members 
were also a part in spreading awareness by 
holding placards that spoke against human 
trafficking. I BSW students and NCC trainees 
had a session with the Director and Founder 
of Talaash Association, Ms. Seema Diwan. She 
stressed on the fact that human trafficking is 
a serious crime that still exists and cruelty 
does not only happens to humans, it is done 
to animals as well. She highlighted this 
through videos and some real life stories. Ms. 
Seema also addressed the causes of human 
trafficking, the process of human trafficking 
and its components and pointed out that 
demand is a major encouragement of this 
practice. The event showed how as young 
social workers, one can take a big step in 
putting an end to human trafficking.
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Human Trafficking 
Awareness Rally

The Social Work Students Association (SWSA) 
in collaboration with Talaash Association, a 
National Human Rights Organization who 
work to ensure equality and legal, social and 
economic rights of everyone, organised a 
rally and still mob to escalate the awareness 
on human trafficking on Bannerghatta Road 
on August 1 from 3:30 pm. I BSW students 
and few interns from II BSW were part of 
this awareness program. This was their first 
experience of participating in a still mob 
in public. Few played various characters 
such as domestic workers, sex workers, 
child labour etc to project the idea of what 
happens to a trafficked person, while other 
few gathered around holding placards and 
screaming aloud, urging everyone to put an 
end to this practice. The students caught the 
attention of a large crowd along the way. The 
awareness was spread in the local language. 
It was a successful walk for an important 
cause.

World Courts of Women
The SWSA conducted a session for the 
MSW students of St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous) on August 2. The session 
was conducted by Dr. Corrine Kumar 
(International Coordinator of World Courts of 
Women). 

The event started at 2:00 pm in De Nobili 
Hall. The session commenced with insights 
into various problems faced by marginalised 
women. Later, video clippings of the 
problems raised in the courts of women was 
shown. The session ended with an interaction 
where the trainees raised their questions and 
doubts and Dr. Corrine Kumar was more than 
happy to clarify them. The session provided 
a good learning experience for the students.

Technophite

The inauguration ceremony of Technophite, 
the PG Computer Association, was conducted 
on July 13, 2019.  M.Sc Computer Science 
students in association with the Department 
of Computer Science organised the event 
under the supervision of the association 
coordinator, Ms. Joy Keren. The Chief Guest 
of the event was Dr. Stephen Titus, Head of 
Department, Department of Mathematics, 
St Joseph’s College (Autonomous) who 
was accompanied by Ms. C Mary Rani, Ms. 
B Nithya, and Dr B G Prashanti. The core 
committee members were introduced and 
newly elected members took charge of their 
association responsibilities.

United Conservation 
Movement 
Association (UCMA)

Inaugural Ceremony
United Conservation Movement Association 
(UCMA) is the youngest association at 
St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous) in 
collaboration with United Conservation 
Movement. The inaugural ceremony of 
UCMA was presided over by Dr. (Fr.) Melwyn 
D’Cunha, Rector of St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous). Mr. Avinash Krishnan, Chief 
Research Officer, A Rocha, and Mr. Joseph 
Hoover, Convener of United Conservation 
Movement were the Guests of Honour. 
The event was attended by the staff of St. 
Joseph’s College and the members of UCMA. 
Dr. M Jayashankar, the Staff Coordinator 
of UCMA from the Department of Zoology 
highlighted the motto, the objective and 
the plan of UCMA. Mr. Joseph Hoover 
briefed the audience about the importance 
of youth participation in conservation. He 
also described the current situation and the 
importance of conservation. Mr. Avinash 
highlighted the importance of the knowledge 
of conservation. At the end of the function, 
Dr. (Fr.) Melwyn D’Cunha administered the 
oath and motivated everyone to take an 
active part in conservation.

Waste Paper 
Management Project

UCMA launched its pilot project called 
Waste Paper Management Project (WPM01) 
on July 22. The project began with the 
distribution of boxes to all departments in 
the college, where they will be accessible to 
both students and teachers to dispose of dry 
paper waste. The paper will be collected on 
a regular basis and sent to a recycling plant. 
UCMA aims to continue this project long-
term.

UG Chemical Society
The following office bearers were elected on 
July 2, 2019:

President : Vinay Tellis (II PCM) 
Vice-president: Hari Haran S (II PCM) 
Secretary I: Suraj S Naik (I CZBT) 
Treasurer : Israr Ahmed Adur (II CBBT) 
Secretary II: Manaswini Karsharma (II 
CBBT) 
Secretary III: Aarushi (I CZBT)

The staff coordinators for the academic year 
are Dr. Sunita Rajamani and Dr. Ashly PC. 
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Inauguration

The UG Chemical Society was inaugurated 
on July 4, 2019. The honorary speaker was 
Dr. Chandrabhas Narayan, Dean, Research 
and Development; Professor, Chemistry 
and Physics of Materials Unit at JNCASR, 
Bengaluru, whose talk was titled ‘Chemistry 
in Everyday Life’. The talk was attended by 
both UG and PG students along with the 
staff. After Dr. Narayan was greeted warmly 
with a sapling, the introduction was given 
by the President of UGCS, Vinay Tellis. Dr. 
Narayan covered various current topics in 
research such as nanotube technology, 
extraction of metals, and solar energy. He 
also talked about Raman Spectroscopy that 
stirred a lot of interest in the audience, and 
how it radically changed the notions of 
science in the last century.

Talk on 3D Printing 

A talk on ‘3D Printing Our Way Into the 
Future’ was organised on July 18, 2019 by 
the Department of Chemistry, UG Chemical 
Society, and Dr. Libi Thomas. Dr. Raj 
Thamburaj, Corporate Director, Advanced 
Engineering at Magellan Aerospace, Canada, 
was the speaker. He was warmly received by 
Dr H Jayasankar by presenting a bouquet 
and was introduced to the audience by   
Hari Haran S (II PCM), the Vice President of 
UGCS. Dr. Thamburaj spoke about the role 
Chemistry has in Additive Manufacturing 
which is the synthesis of new molecular 
substances that can not only fasten the 
pace of the process, but also improve the 
durability of the product produced. He then 
spoke about the hype around 3D printing 
and how the layman have completely 
misinterpreted the concept.

He also emphasized the need for 
interdisciplinary studies and how an 
integration of all the three fields of Science 
–Physics, Chemistry and Biology, could 
improve 3D technology. He concluded the 
talk by speaking about how conventional 
manufacturing does not have to feel 
threatened by the emergence of additive 
manufacturing, as there are long lists 
of products that are economically 
produced through conventional forms of 
manufacturing. Dr Ronald J Mascarenhas, 
Head of the Department, Department of 
Chemistry presented a memento to the 
speaker. The talk concluded after interaction 
with students and faculty members.

Entropy

Entropy is an event by the UG Chemical 
Society conducted with a vision to keep 
the spirit of Chemistry alive. Headed by the 
President Mr. Vinay Tellis and team,  it was a 
three-day event from July 16-19, 2019. Day 
one had a written quiz where a total of 19 
teams participated. Day two had Treasure 
Hunt wherein all the hints given was in the 
language of Chemistry. The finalists from 
both the events moved on to the third round 
called ‘Hands on’. A set of salts and reagents 
were given to the respective teams and 
they had to prepare solutions similar to the 
specimens in 15 minutes. The winners were 
as follows: 

First prize:  Udaya (17CBZ31011), Pavithra 
(17CBZ31065), Ganesh (17CBZ31013) 
Second prize:  Modhulika (19CBT36057), 
Sai Sri Navya (19CBT36055), Keerthi 
(19CBT36067)
Third prize: Jonathan Saldanha 
(18CZBT37002), Rohtaksh Nair 
(18CZBT37001), Monica Vinod 
(18CZBT37017)

Wildlife Awareness 
And Conservation 
Club (WACC)

quadrangle due to ongoing construction 
work and will be shifted to the ground 
later. The chief guest was escorted by office 
bearers to the second floor of the Auditorium 
Block and was seated with Dr. (Fr.) Melwyn 
D’Cunha, S.J., Rector of St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous); Ms. Sharmila Dhan from 
the Outreach department, and Mr. Kiran 
Jeevan. Mr. Kiran Jeevan gave the welcome 
address and introduced the audience to the 
chief guest, Padma Shri Ms. Saalumarada 
Thimakka. This day also marked another 
important occasion, viz. the 108th birthday 
of Ms. Thimmakka and a cake was cut to 
celebrate this. Ms. Thimakka then addressed 
the gathering and shared a few words about 
her journey. She spoke about how, 70 years 
ago, she planted trees with her husband at a 
4 km stretch and raised these as if they were 
their own children. Her husband watered the 
trees and she took care of them. Despite not 
having received any formal education, she’s 
contributed a lot to the environment and is 
an inspiration for the youth. Along with her 
spouse, she went on to plant around 400 
banyan trees.

Mr. Taral D Shah, the anchor of the 
programme, invited the entire WACC 
committee to the dias for an oath taking 
ceremony. The office bearers led by Mr. Kiran 
Jeevan, WACC Coordinator, took up a pledge 
to fulfill their duties with utmost sincerity. 
The members of WACC believe in gratitude 
as the highest form of respect. The president 
of WACC was given the opportunity to 
convey their gratitude to the chief guest 
who had taken time off from her schedule 
to be at the inaugural ceremony. After the 
event in the auditorium, Ms. Thimmakka was 
taken to the Aloysius Hall for refreshments. 
A press conference followed. Many news 
channels such as NDTV, News9, Times of 
India, Bangalore Times, Indian Express and 
Samaya News interviewed her. She spoke 
to them for about half an hour and a group 
photo was taken with the Principal.

The inaugural ceremony of the Wildlife 
Awareness and Conservation Club (WACC) 
for the academic year 2019-20 was held 
on June 28, 2019 from 1:30 to 3:00 pm, 
in the Auditorium, St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous). 

The purpose of the event was to appoint 
the new office bearers of WACC, and initiate 
the activities of the club for the academic 
year 2019-20. The ceremony commenced 
with the arrival of Padma Shri awardee, Ms. 
Saalumarada Thimmakka, who was escorted 
by the Coordinator of WACC, Mr. Kiran Jeevan 
to the quadrangle. With the help of a few 
WACC office bearers, Ms. Thimmakka planted 
a sapling of an ashoka tree, an endangered 
species. The sapling was a baby plant from 
the mother Ashoka tree of the college’s very 
own postgraduate block. 
It was temporarily planted in a pot in the

Economics Forum
The inaugural ceremony of the association 
of the Economics department, Economics 
Forum, took place on July 9, 2019. It was 
organised to welcome new members to the 
forum and to felicitate the office bearers for 
the new academic year. The Chief Guest for 
the occasion was Dr. Arun Varma Thampan 
from the Department of Physics. Following 
a welcome address, Dr. Thampan talked 
about the advantages of Massive Online 
Open Courses (MOOCs) and their role in 
the current education system. This was 
followed by the oath-taking ceremony of 
the newly-appointed office bearers and the 
announcement of the activities planned for 
the new year. The Head of the Department, 
Mr. Clement D’Souza briefed the gathering 
about his expectations from the forum. A 
video showcasing the past accomplishments 
of the forum was presented to the
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audience and a new system called the 
‘Bulletin Board’ was introduced which will 
enlist international journals, articles, as well 
as writing by the students. The event ended 
with a Vote of Thanks.

JET Club 
Inauguration

The inauguration of JET Club, the Electronics 
department association on July 19, 2019 
witnessed the presence of a significant 
number of enthusiastic students. The 
inaugural speech was by Mr. Rajesh G while 
Mr. Gregory Sequeira addressed the students 
regarding certificate course. Achievements 
and experience pertinent to the club were 
also shared followed by a vote of thanks. 

Potpourri

Potpourri was conducted on July 26, 2019 
as a part of JET club activities. Five teams 
participated in games such as Dumb 
Charades and Pictionary. The winners are 
Denny Johnson, Ramakrishnan and Anila 
from II MEC. The second place was bagged 
by Anand Parikh, Devanshu and Shelly from 
III PEM. 

The inauguration of Microcosm, 
the undergraduate association, and 
Microbiological Society, the postgraduate 
association of the Department of 
Microbiology, St. Joseph’s College 
(Autonomous) was held on July 5, 2019, 
at 4 pm in Xavier Hall. The ceremony was 
graced by the presence of the chief guest, 
Dr. Dipshikha Chakravortty, Professor 
of Microbiology and Cell Biology at IISc, 
Bengaluru. 

The ceremony commenced by the MC 
welcoming the gathering, followed by a 
team of undergraduate students performing 
an invocation song. To commemorate 
the beginning of a new academic year of 
activities, lighting of the lamp was done 
by Dr. Chakravortty, Dr. Beatrice Sequeira, 
Head of the Department, Department 
of Microbiology, Ms. Mamatha S, PG 
Coordinator, Ms.Shalmali Kamath Prabhu, 
Assistant Professor, and the student 
presidents of both the associations. Dr 
Sequeira welcomed the gathering. The 
presidents of the two associations provided 
a brief report on the association activities of 
the previous year and the plan of action

for the ongoing year. The new office bearers 
of both associations were also introduced 
to those gathered. Dr. Chakrovortty then 
delivered an engaging and illuminating 
speech on ‘Life in a vacuole’ wherein she
highlighted key aspects of her research in 
IISc, such as strategies involved in evasion of 
the host immune system by Salmonella. She 
explicitly illustrated the need for a sensor for 
detection of Salmonella in street foods. She 
also highlighted the necessity of antibiotic 
stewardship to combat the rise of antibiotic 
resistance in pathogens. This informative 
discussion was followed by a question and 
answer session. The ceremony concluded 
with a vote of thanks. 

Microbiological Society 
and Microcosm

Enigma
The first event conducted by Microcosm for 
the year 2019-20 was a puzzle competition 
aptly titled as Enigma held on July 18,  2019 in 
Loyola Hall. With more than 35 registrations 
from combinations including CBZ, CBT, 
CZBT, PEM and HEP, the event was a grand 
success.  From jumbled words to pedigree 
charts to crosswords, the association made 
sure that the competition was enticing and 
kept the contestants involved till the end. 
The winners were- 

1st Place- Modhulika Rana (CBT)
2nd Place- Namrata S Achen (CZBT)
3rd Place- Sri Sai Navya (CBT) and Sanchita 
Sharan (PEM)

Parishodhana
Parishodhana, an association of the 
Department of History began its activities for 
the academic year 2019-2020 with selection 
of its office bearers. 
The office bearers were   unanimously 
selected to the following posts :
President - Avinash K   III B.A. HEP

Secretary  - Shirly Christy   III B.A. HEP  

Joint Secretary - Vasanth Kumar  III B.A. HEP

The association kick-started its activities 
with a screening of the documentary 
‘The French Revolution’ on July 14 for III 
HEP students to commemorate Bastille 
Day,   the symbol of  French Revolution. 
The UN General Assembly declared July 
18 as ‘Nelson Mandela International Day’ 
in recognition of the former South African 
President’s contribution to the culture of 
peace and freedom. To commemorate this 
day, the association conducted an inter-
class written quiz, essay and   sketching  
competition on the theme ‘Nelson Mandela 
- His life and Contributions’ on  July 18, 2019. 
A documentary titled ‘Mandela from Prison 
to President’ was screened to an-interested 
student community  in the AV Room on July 
27, 2019.

Spectrum

Inaugural
The activities of Spectrum, the forum of 
the Department of Political Science, for the 
academic year 2019-2020 were inaugurated 
on July 11, 2019, at De Nobili Hall by Dr. 
Amith Gupta, US Air Force College, Alabama, 
USA. This was followed by a special lecture 
by Dr. Gupta on the topic ‘US, China and 
the New World Order’. During the course of 
his lecture, Dr. Gupta brought about facts 
about the ongoing trade war between the 
US and China and its impact on the world. 
He also highlighted the dominance of China 
in contemporary international trade and 
commerce.

Technology and Youth in 
Politics
Spectrum organised its second activity on 
July 29, 2019, at De Nobili Hall. A leading 
Social Activist of Bengaluru and founder of 
the NGO Smart Netha, Mr. Ragu Raj delivered 
a special lecture on the topic ‘Technology 
and Youth in Politics’. In his lecture, Mr. Raj 
informed the audience about the nature of 
electioneering in the future, which will be 
dominated and controlled by sophisticated 
technology. He also pointed out that the 
average age of politicians in India is 65 years, 
whereas the average age of India’s population 
is 25 years and there is a mismatch between 
the two. 
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Congratulations

Congratulations to newlyweds Ms. Rency 
Thomas (Department of English) and Mr. 
Stephen J Baptist, who tied the knot on April 
27, 2019.

Congratulations to newlyweds Ms. Grace 
Divya D’Souza (Department of Mathematics) 
and Mr. Shawn John Rodrigues, who tied the 
knot on May 11, 2019.

Congratulations to Mr. Anil D’Souza 
(Manager) on the birth of his son on June 17, 
2019. 

Congratulations to Dr. R. Kennedy 
(Department of Physics) on the birth of his 
son on July 4, 2019.

Congratulations to Mr. Adarsh Raj (Network 
and System Administrator) on the birth of his 
daughter on July 25, 2019.

Personal 
Announcements

Congratulations to Mr. Siddanth Kartik 
of I CPE on getting selected to play as a 
wicketkeeper and batsman in Ballari Tuskers, 
a cricket team in the Karnataka Premier 
League.

Obituaries

Mrs. Shantha Gopalan (81), mother of Mr. 
Anuplal Gopalan (Department of Sociology 
and Industrial Relations) passed away on 
March 13, 2019 at Kannur, Kerala. 

Mr. Yatish Kumar, a student of MEC (2016-19 
Batch) passed away on May 12, 2019. 

Mrs. Sophie Thomas, mother of Ms. Maria 
Thomas (Department of Mathematics) 
passed away on May 14, 2019. 

Mr. Along Aboh, a student of CPE (2018-21 
Batch) passed away on May 21, 2019.

Mr. Frank Pereira, father of Fr. Brian Pereira, 
S.J. (Rector, Jesuit Nivas and Vice President, 
BJES), passed away on June 15, 2019.

Mr. V. George Mathew (61), father-in-law 
of Ms. Teena Ann Mathew (Department of 
English) passed away at Thiruvalla, Kerala on 
June 19, 2019.

Mrs. Pushpa Rodrigues, sister-in-law of Mr. 
Lawrence Rodrigues (Department of Physical 
Education) passed away on July 16, 2019.

Mr. PT Zachariah (97), father of Mr. Thomas 
Zachariah (Department of Zoology) passed 
away on July 18, 2019.

Mr. Luellin Leo of the 2010 IES batch passed 
away on July 26, 2019.

Rev. Fr. Hedwig da Costa, S.J., former principal 
of St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous), St. 
Joseph’s Evening College and St. Joseph’s 
Boys High School, passed away on July 31, 
2019.
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Obituary - Fr. Hedwig 
Da’Costa, SJ. (1936 - 
2019
The Josephite family and the wider world 
of students and  alumni associated with it 
was plunged into grief, by the passing, on 
the second of August this year, of Fr. Hedwig 
Da’Costa, exemplary Jesuit and one of the 
finest teachers of English literature anyone 
could wish for.  He was 83 and had been in 
ill-health for a few months. Almost everyone 
who visited him in hospital reported that he 
greeted them with a smile. He handled his 
last illness with characteristic courage, grace 
and fortitude, qualities that he had displayed 
throughout his life.

He was a great teacher and an excellent 
educational administrator. The St. Joseph’s 
institutions owe much to his dedicated 
leadership. As principal from 1989 to 1995, 
he consolidated the innovations and new 
ventures our  college adopted under the 
leadership of Fr. Nelapaty, his  equally 
distinguished and visionary predecessor.  Fr. 
Hedwig was a visionary in his own right and 
wanted the best for the college. He never 
turned down any idea with potential for 
innovation and quality enhancement. It was 
Fr. Hedwig who implemented Fr. Nelapaty’s 
dream of starting certificate courses, then 
known as honours courses. They have since 
become a permanent feature of the college 
and add great value to the educational 
experience at SJC.

In his heyday, Fr. Hedwig was  perceived by 
many as  a person with a somewhat stern 
demeanour (during working hours only), but 
those who came into regular contact with 
him knew that beneath that was a heart of 
gold and great concern for the well being of 
all, especially for students who came from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. There were 
often times, especially after the day’s work 
was done, when we saw him exploding 
into hearty laughter while narrating some 
anecdote or other.

On a personal note, I remember that it 
was during the early days of Fr. Hedwig’s 
principalship that the 500th birth anniversary 
of Ignatius of Loyola was commemorated. 
He called some of us to his office and 
commissioned us to produce a play on the 
life of St.Ignatius. The year was 1991. The 
hugely talented John Zachariah, now sadly 
no more, was then in the English department 
and under his direction, the college staged a 
play on the life of Ignatius of Loyola, called 
Soldier of the Cross. It was performed at the 
Chowdiah auditorium and ran to packed 
houses for three shows. The very next year 
I modified and rewrote that script, adding 
fresh scenes because John Zac asked me to 
transform it into a grander, more baroque 
version. I enjoyed doing it and we staged it 

the very next year with the title Ignatius of 
Loyola. If was a team effort coordinated 
by John and the English department but 
the whole college was involved. Such was 
Fr. Hedwig’s ability to galvanise the entire 
college behind the task that virtually every 
member of the college staff happily took 
up some responsibility or other related to 
the production. It was a runaway success. 
All shows were sold out. It received positive 
reviews in the papers. Fr. Hedwig’s active 
encouragement was of vital importance to 
the success of the whole enterprise.

As a professor of English literature, he was 
outstanding.  His students remember his 
booming voice, clarity of expression, lovely 
diction and modulation,  and deep literary 
scholarship. His lectures on literature, 
especially on Shakespeare and Hopkins were 
unforgettably insightful.

He was a voracious reader and he imparted 
to generations of students his scholarly 
understanding of literature, history, religion 
and culture. He also loved choral music 
and was a highly acclaimed singer and 
choirmaster.

He is sorely missed. His legacy will 
nevertheless continue to inspire and animate 
this institution that he loved dearly and led 
with such creativity and dedication. He will 
live on in the hearts of all who had the good 
fortune of knowing him. That wonderfully 
eloquent voice of his may be physically 
stilled forever but it continues to be heard as 
a sweet inner melody.

- Dr. Cheriyan Alexander
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Glimpses of SJC
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