POWERED BY IDEAS: Malleswaram Market Makes Do With Solar Energy | St Joseph’s College Sets Up Own Power Plant
BANGALORE SOUTH

DARK AGAIN

Veggie vendors bank on

PRIVALE POWER
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Bangalore: The kindly 1hghis
thai shine down on the
Malleswaram vegemble market
are the solar types, and veradors
who can’t afford them opt for
battery-opernted lamps. The
traders of 9th Cross, Enst Park
HRoad, have to bank on these al-
lernative sources o powsT sup-
ply simply because thelr mar-
kit s demied this basie facllity
S0 for four hours after sun-
down, they switch on their pri-
Vaie PoWeE

Theirs is nota new market,
Bt one of the most popalar
ones of Cld Bangalore, housed
in nald stone strocture bullt on
mn aere of space. But till today,
there is o eleciricity or water
supply here, lemve alone toilet
faciiities. Five vendors who op
erate inside the congested mar-
ket depend on solar energy. 1

hisve spent about Rs 20,000 for
two lights and a battery that
runs on solar energy, During
the monsoon and winter, we ire
hit by o lack of sulflelent son-
light as solar batteries are oot
easily churpsd. But there isab-
solutely no problem in sum-
mer,” says ¥ Snraswathi, o veg-
etahie vendor who has bean i
ing salar lamps for more than

OUT OF THE BOX

two-and-half vears, Like her
there wers more than 30 ven-
dors who depended on solar
lamps, bk many left doe 1o lack
of facilities,

The ones who operate from
thie open market se battery-op-
erated Lights. Bamesh Babo is
o among the 115 traders who
does 40, “Wo only have some
dim streetlights at the open

market. Thers Is no alectricity
supply mside the market, so we
depend an battery lghts,” says
Habu, who hes spent about Hs
6,500 on the lighting system

MO CHAMCE OF FACELIFT

The minute the traders ask
BEMP to improve comditions at
the market, they ire asked to
vacate “We hove made many
ploas o officials, Each time we
ask, they tell us we must move
to Malleswaram 13th Cross
miarket, That market is
umnwwdnd and if w shift

Tha traders huve also plead:
et with the BEMP for licenses,
bzt in visin, “We are not street
vendors. This is on old markst,
and as per the rulebook, ven
doreof such markets need not
vacate BEMP has not botherad
o improve our condi¥ion nor
glee us liconses. Thoagh many
mialls hate beon given space in
Malleswaram, the government
has neglocted us. We hive fo
elsctricity supply at all. When
K Jairnj was BEMP commis-
stoner, he considered our pleas,
But nothing much happened af-
ter that,” savs B Krishda:
murthy, general secretary of
the Traders” Association of the
market.

UNLIKE THE OROIMANT TII| today, there is nelther water supply nor electricity in Malieswaram market

St ]osephs College turns into a powerhouse
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Bangalore: As the swmmer sun beats
down on the city, the solar panels fitted
ot il of 92 Joseph's Collspe of Arts
and Scionce, on Langfond Road, will soak
in the energy to produce slectrickty for
the mstitution

In 8 ploneering venture, the cliy ool
linge is setting up s own salar power
plant, which will begin opecating start-
ing April1n.

The 120-vearold collepe, whoke
Bescom bill runs up to Bs 1 Inkh every
month, will not anly be saving electric-
iy but also be self-sufficient. Besldes, it
has prromisisd thie governemant that 1t will

supply eleciricity produced during the
collags vacation, for public conswmption.

The callege authorities anndunced
the Inndmark project during the visit of
homie socretary of India GE Pillal, on
Monday. “The probilem of slectricity and
water shortaee are often discussed in
mcadimiee, und we are sware of the need
fior conservation. We dectdad o do some-
thing about It," sald Fr Ambeose Plato,
principal, 5t Joseph's College,

M than 00 panels will be installed
to produce 100 kiloWatt of power Ae-
cording to college officials, this power
will be suffictent to run all the sclence
and eomputer bibs in the collegs, which
require & large amount of slectricity;

Collegs officials sald that after inau-
guration of the project on Apeil 18, the
process of power-sharing would be dis-
cussed with Bescom

The cost of setHng up the project is
upproximately Bs L6 crore, however, o
subsldy of Hs 80 lakh is being provided
by the Contre. The colloge is expscting
naubsidy from the stabe govermument too,

1 ks not abiut the money, though
Munetarily, it i s hupe investment for a
college, bl whout doing whint vou presch.
Il wee cin wach students ibout the need
o conserve energy for the Dature, we
shotilid be able to shew them that we can
do 11, T's about the values we pass on to
the next gemerntson. ~ sald Fr Pinto

—



