
Josephite Newsletter

There is a very wise saying from the Zen 
tradition in Japan about our need to 
welcome change and transformation, no 
matter how challenging the process may 
be. It goes this way: “What the caterpillar 
thinks is the end of the world, the master 
calls the butterfly.” Yes, caterpillars may 
find the process of emerging from their 
cozy cocoons quite disruptive and a 
real struggle. But all that is erased the 
moment they emerge into the glorious 
light of day as colourful butterflies. 

Principal’s Note
St. Joseph’s College is in a phase where 
it is going through a lot of changes, 
both physically, in terms of expanding 
infrastructure, and academically, in terms 
of expanding curriculum and course 
offerings. We are currently preparing for 
the fourth cycle of the NAAC visit, and 
are certainly looking forward to the new 
possibilities that this valuable process of 
introspection and evaluation will bring. 
We are nevertheless boldly marching on 
quietly putting into practice our college 
motto: Faith and Toil.

Every day on the campus I see various 
manifestations of our toil inspired by our 
faith – faith in God, faith in each other, 
faith in our own God-given potential.  It 
gives me immense joy to see our staff 
and students involved in a variety of 
activities that add value to our students 
and to the Institution as a whole. This 
edition of The Josephite is a testament 
to all of these activities. It is also quite 
momentous that this edition is being 
launched on the Teacher’s Day. Teachers 
are the pillars of our society. They play 
such a vital role in weaving the fabric of 
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a progressive nation from the threads of 
justice and compassion. This is truly a day 
that is worth celebrating. 

Looking forward to an academic year 
that is bustling with interesting activities. I 
would like to wish all the staff and students 
of St. Joseph all the best for the NAAC visit 
and for the rest of the academic year. 

Happy Teacher’s Day!
To all the faculty at SJC!
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Events of the Year
The admission process for selecting deserving 
and meritorious students for various courses 
for the academic year 2017-2018 began in the 
month of March. The admission committee 
under the guidance of the Principal worked 
tirelessly to make the whole process less 
tedious and smooth. The online applications 
and selection process made the whole 
task of selection a lot easy and time saving. 
The entrance exams conducted for few 
undergraduate and postgraduate courses 
enabled the committee to select the deserving 
candidates. The total number of applications 
received for various courses were about 8400. 
Out of these 2050 students were admitted for 
different undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses. Every member of the teaching and 
non-teaching staff have contributed generously 
their holiday time for the admission work.

Admissions 2017

Staff Immersion 
Programme
The junior teaching faculty of St. Joseph’s 
College (Autonomous) was part a four 
day immersion programme. Around 
65 teaching staff members stayed in 
Snehadaan, Carmelaram, in the southern 
outskirts of Bangalore for this residential 
programme from 1st to 4th of June 2017. 
Rev. Fr. Brian Pereira SJ, Rector of the 
College, accompanied the group.

In keeping with the Jesuit vision of 
preparing men and women for the 
service of their fellow-citizens, especially 
the marginalised, the immersion 
programme was conducted to acquaint 
the young staff with this mission.

The emphasis of this year’s immersion 
programme was to equip the staff with 
basic skills and elementary measures of 
counselling while dealing with students. 
Staff from the Psychology Department 
Ms. Akriti Srivastava and  Mr. Ninoy 
Rodrigues, led by Ms. Neeta Pereira 
made presentations and used role play 
to illustrate some key techniques of 
counselling. The staff members were 
divided into eight groups and each 
group was given several group tasks that 

included making presentations, playing 
games, practice counselling techniques, 
among other things.

In the academic year 2017-2018, 34 new 
staff members were appointed by the 
college, out of which 32 are teaching staff 
and 2 are office assistants. We welcome 
them to the Josephite Family.

-Dr Sanam Roohi

The Management, staff and students would 
like to express their gratitude to Dr. Beatrice 
Sequeira who served as the Vice Principal (P.G 
Block) from 2012-2017 with commitment and 
dedication.

A warm welcome to Fr. Melwyn D’Cunha S.J 
who has taken over as the Vice Principal (P.G 
Block) from 2017-18 onwards. We wish him all 
the best for his future endeavours.

Thank you & Welcome

Parent Orientation
Inspired by the response of parents to 
the parent orientation during the last 
academic year, the Parents’ Council, 
headed by Dr. Ronald Mascarenhas, 
organised an orientation programme 
for the parents and guardians of new 
students who have enrolled for various 
courses this year. The idea behind 
this programme was to help partner 
with the parents who along with the 
management, staff and students are 
important stakeholders in the pursuit of 
imparting holistic education to help our 
students become men and women for 
others. A half day orientation programme 
was held on 9th June 2017 for the 
parents of students studying in first year 
B.Sc courses, BCA, first year M.Sc and M.A 
courses. On 10th June 2017 the same 
was held for the parents of the students 
enrolled to the first year BA, BSW, BVoc 
and B.Com courses.

The Registrar and Vice Principal 
(Administration) of the College, Rev. 
Fr. Clarence D’Souza SJ, invoked the 

blessings of the Almighty by a prayer. 
Followed by the prayer, the Principal 
of the College, Rev.Fr. Dr. Victor Lobo 
SJ, delivered the Inaugural address. He 
stressed on the importance of parents 
to be role models to their children and 
encouraged them to take active part as 
members of the Josephite family to be an 
integral part in the formative years of their 
children. The parents were then presented 
with a video of the college which gave 
them a glimpse into the history of the 
college, various activities and facilities 
offered as well as the highlights of staff and 
student achievements since 2012 till 2017. 
A presentation titles “How  he System 
Works” was also made on both days. To 
enlighten our parents on autonomy and 
to address any queries and concerns of 
parents, a panel discussion was held.

Dr. Rameela Shekar a practising Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Professional, 
who is currently the Dean of the PG 
Department at Roshni Nilaya, Mangalore 
was our invited guest.

St Joseph’s College witnessed a 
spectacular event during the 71st 
Independence Day Celebrations on the 
15th of August 2017. Acting Principal Rev. 
Fr. Clarence D’Souza SJ was escorted to 

SJC Celebrates 71st 
Independence Day
- Mr. G. Anuplal,  M.C. and Protocol in-
charge
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the venue by the Chief Protocol Officer Lt. 
Dr. B.V.Somashekhariah and other officials 
for the inspection of NCC and NSS. Fr. 
Clarence D’Souza SJ hoisted the National 
Flag at 9 am and took the salute. After 
the administering of the National Pledge, 
Fr. Clarence was greeted by various 
dignitaries of the college, Students Union 
and Leaders of various Associations.

This was followed by the impressive 
piping ceremony, in which Fr. Clarence 
D’Souza SJ assisted by the NCC Officers 
Lt Akshay Mandlik and Sqdn.Ldr. Dr. Paul 
New Man, conferred Ranks on Seven NCC 
Cadets-Shruti Rajendra, Dhanya S and 
Nimish Bharadwaj of I Karnataka Armd 
Sqn NCC Tp-3 and Jitesh Kumar, Gokul 
G Krishnan, Krishna Kant Upadhyay and 
Prasun Kumar Yadav of I Karnataka Air Sqn 
NCC. Mr. Clement Joseph D’Souza, Vice 
Principal, Humanities, read out Principal 
Fr. Dr. Victor Lobo’s Independence Day 
Message sent from Surabaya, Indonesia. 
In his message, Fr Principal asked the 
students to help our Nation develop.

SJC Conducts Opinion Poll 
for 2017 Student Elections

Student Council

The members of the Statistics association 
“Frequentia” recently conducted a poll to 
analyze the opinions of fellow students 
in an attempt to predict the results of 
the student council elections. Opinion 
poll questionnaire was distributed by 
the “Frequentia” volunteers (Students of 
EMS) according to stratified sampling. 
The analysis of the data collected 
was conducted by Mr. Ananda K.S 
and Ms. Jevitha Lobo of the Statistics 
Department, using responses collected 
from 400 students. The opinion poll 
helped to predict the final results of 
student council elections 2017 with very 
high accuracy. This was also a good 
opportunity for students to experience 
the practical application of data 
collection, representation and analysis.

The cadets of 1 KAR ARMD SQN TP-3 
under the leadership of Lt. Akshay D 
Mandlik volunteered for the council 
election of St. Joseph’s college . The 
cadets were briefed a day before in 

Election Duty

advance about their duties for day of 
election. The reporting time for the cadets 
was 0700 hrs on 7th July 2017. The cadets 
were sent to the BEML office to guard the 
election machines and safely deliver it to 
college.

After the distribution of machines in 
the college, the cadets were divided in 
to companies and each company had 
its specific task to be done. the cadets 
played a major role in crowd controlling 
of the students at the election booth and 
maintained the discipline throughout the 
program. the cadets had their duties to be 
performed till the results of the election 
was announced. The cadets had a specific 
task of controlling the students during 
the results of election. St.Joseph’s college 
council was thankful for the support 
provided by 1 Kar Armd Sqn Tp-3. the 
task that was assigned to the cadets was 
delivering back of election machines to 
the assigned place.

Students gathered in the quadrangle on 
6th July, 2017 at 1pm  to hear the open 
address given by all the nominated 
student candidates for the student union 
2017-18. Mr. Kiran Jeevan moderated 
the session that afternoon. Two minutes 
were given to every candidate to deliver 
their public message to the students. 
The speeches initially started off with, 
six candidates contesting for the post of 
Joint Secretary (from the post graduate 
courses), followed by seven candidates 
contesting for the post of treasurer, 
seven candidates contesting for the post 
of general secretary, two candidates 
contesting for the post of vice president 
and two candidates contesting for 
the post of the president. There was 
extensive canvassing in the campus by 
the nominated candidates for two days 
before the culmination of the campaign 
at the open address. Every contestant 
delivered strong and powerful messages 

Election report

to the students; the crowd gave in huge 
round of applauses and cheers for their 
candidates. The election voting process 
commenced for both undergraduate and 
post graduate students on 7th July 2017 
at 10 am. Each class followed the time slot 
allotted as per the schedule for casting 
their votes. Undergraduate students 
had to vote for their choice of President, 
Vice President, General Secretary and 
Treasurer. The postgraduate students had 
to vote for the Joint secretary.  The entire 
process was monitored by teachers and 
NCC. Fr. Richard Rego SJ, Dr Arul Mani 
and Mr. Kiran Jeevan election analysis 
based on the pre-poll data provided by 
the department of Statistics. The elected 
candidates are Aaron George - President, 
Tejaswini Mohan - Vice President, Charles 
Joshua - General Secretary, Mayukh 
Sen - Treasurer and Libin Thomas - Joint 
secretary. Suman was nominated for the 
post of Sports Secretary and Punith Kumar 
Jain and Mahima Bijlani for Cultural 
Secretary. The Investiture of the Student 
Council for the year 2017-2018 was held on 
14th July 2017. The chief guest for the event 
was the ceremony began with the college 
anthem, followed by a short prayer and 
the lighting of the lamp by the respected 
dignitaries – Principal - Dr Fr Victor Lobo 
SJ, Chief Guest - Mr Sanjay Sahay, IPS 
[ADGP]   and the Governor of Student 
Council – Dr Joyce D’Souza.  After the 
welcome and brief account of the election 
process and investiture programme by the 
Governor of the Student Council began 
the solemn investiture ceremony. The 
newly elected members of the Council 
took their oath, followed by Class, IQAC, 
Sports and Academic representatives. Dr 
Fr Victor Lobo SJ delivered the Presidential 
address.  The chief guest Mr Sanjay Sahay 
addressed the gathering. The President 
of the Student council for the year 2017-
2018, Aaron S George delivered his 
speech, followed by a Cultural Program 
organized by the students. The vote of 
thanks delivered by Mr. Kiran Jeevan and 
the ceremony ended with the National 
anthem.
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The auditorium was packed; students 
flocked in from everywhere to see the 
famous Facebook duo JordIndian up 
on stage and in person, on 26 July at St 
Joseph’s College.  Swagat 2017 is the 
inaugural event that precedes the intra 
college fest, Prathibha. The chief guests 
for the event included JordIndian, a 
Bangalore based duo known for their 
funny videos, and Kruthika Jayakumar, 
an actor from the Kannada film industry. 
The Principal Dr Fr Victor Lobo SJ gave a 
welcoming speech. 

The two main events for the evening 
were the performances by the students 
of the college and Mr & Miss Swagat. The 
St. Joseph’s Choir performed a set of two 
songs that made the audience sing along 
too, after which another set musicians 
took the stage. They called themselves 
the YDH party, along with them were 
Spazzy and Mr. Nithin Savio, who are 
rap artists. They performed both English 
and Kannada rap to which some of the 
audience, who were aware of the lyrics 
joined in. The contestants displayed their 
talents that included dancing, singing and 
spoken word poetry. They were restricted 
to a minute for their performance, but 
there were a few who went crossed the 
stipulated time allotted. Since the show 
had to go on, the organisers cut off their 
mikes, the lights to the stage switched 
off so the contestants could be escorted 
off stage. Minor technical glitches existed 
which were rectified almost immediately. 
The crowd thoroughly enjoyed the 
performances, “I was excited to see 
JordIndian sit so close to us, I’ve watched 
all their videos, to see them up close is 
something special. The Mr & Miss Swagat 
contestants were good, the performances 
were great too,” said Shamitha, a student 
of Commerce at St. Joseph’s College. 
The two performances that stood out 
were the ones that claimed the prize f Mr 
& Miss here and there, while she put on 
a traditional Khathak outfit and twirled 
around stage in a manner that was 
mesmerising to the audience. 

The chief guests, announced the results 
of the competition for Mr & Miss Swagat as 
well as the best innovative introduction 
to a class, these events were restricted 

SWAGAT 2017 to just the first years. They were asked by 
the emcees and the audience to perform. 
Nasir is a well-known dancer who asked 
a second CPE student, Arjun D. Together, 
they had a dance off that the crowd 
cheered for. Vineet who beat boxed and 
Kruthika, who despite being in six-inch 
platforms performed to a Bollywood song, 
then followed this. The event concluded 
with the launch of Prathibha 2017, whose 
theme for this year is “Go Tribalistic!” 

SJC Hosts Model United 
Nations
SJC MUN which is managed by the PRO 
Office successfully completed another 
Season of MUNSOC on 18th August 
2017. 100 students from across Campus 
participated in the event. The General 
Secretary Mayukh Sen managed the 
event with a fantastic team of students. 
The students have a good and healthy 
6 hours discussion and have formed 
a resolution which will be sent to the 
United Nations.

Faculty members and students were part 
of the India March for Science on August 
9th, 2017, as part of global movement, 
demanding robust funding for science 
and education and that governmental 
policies be guided by scientific evidence. 
The march was in protest against archaic 
practices forced by superstitions and 
oppressive traditions in India. Students 
and faculty from many departments 
participated in the march.

India March for Science

Independence Week- 
Food Fest Held
To celebrate the spirit of Independence the 
various associations of the college hosted 
a food fest from 21st to 23rd August 2017 
during the lunch break. 13 associations 
namely Microcosm, NSS, Frequentia, 
Oikonomika, Economics Forum, Commerce 
Association, JET club, Rendezvous, Botanical 
Society, ABACUS, Cybernetics, AICUF and 
Microbiological Society participated with 
more than 30 food stalls and 15 game stalls 
spread over 3 days. Various regional cuisines 
from different states like Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Jharkhand, 

Maharashtra, West Bengal, Punjab, etc were 
served. The response was overwhelming with 
active participation from staff and students 
alike. KALA the Indian music team enthralled 
the audience with their melodious renditions 
to keep the patriotic spirit high. The proceeds 
will be used by the respective associations for 
their various activities throughout the year.

St. Joseph’s College 
Book Fair - 2017
The Department of Library and 
Information, St. Joseph’s college, 
organized a Book Fair on 8th March, 
2017. It was inaugurated by Rev. Fr. Dr. 
Victor Lobo SJ, Principal and Rev. Fr. 
Brian Pereira SJ, Rector. As 8th March was 
also Women’s day Ms. Anusuya B N, the 
staff member of the library, was asked to 
cut the tape.

There were 23 participants including 
Cambridge University Press, Oxford 
University Press, Tata McGraw 
Hill Education, Macmillan, Orient 
Blackswan, PHI, Cengage Learning, Sage 
Publications and Scientific International 
Publishers. The publishers either directly 
represented themselves or through 
distributors. There were also other book 
distributors and sellers from Bangalore.
Books were displayed on all the subjects 
which are taught in our college. In addition 
to this, there were general reference 
books viz., Encyclopedias, Handbooks/
Manuals, Almanacs/Statistical Sources, 
Atlases, Chronologies, Dictionaries, 
Directories, Gazetteers, Multivolume 
General Histories, Literature Guides, Year 
Books and so on.

Global Incubation Hub 
Launched
St. Joseph’s College, Office of Students 
Placements launched ‘Global Incubation Hub’ 
on 10th August with StartUp Surge to promote 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation among 
students of the college, thereby assisting them 
to become Startup Leaders and Entrepreneurs.  
SJC is the first college in the city to Set-Up a 
Global Incubation Hub providing students an 
opportunity to engage with CEO’s of various 
Start-Up Companies and seek mentorship 
from their expertise. The aim of this Hub is 
Seed Fund students of the College to become 
Startup Leaders and become innovators 
who will contribute to the larger good of the 
Community. 
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IGNITORS, an integral formation program for 
the students of St. Joseph’s College. The three-
day session was conducted in June for both 
undergraduate and postgraduate students. 
The sessions consist of Life skills, Faith 
formation and Social analysis with over 18 
trainers from diverse backgrounds including IT, 
NGO’s and the staff of SJC. The topics include 
self-esteem and confidence building, Power 
of positive thinking, Human trafficking, Peer 
pressure, Addiction, Domestic violence and 
career counselling.

This program aims to initiate the students 
into understanding the problems in society 
like corruption, communal violence, gender 
discrimination and to empathise with people. 
Prof Prashant Kumar, Head of Department 
of Economics, St. Joseph’s Evening College, 
said, “Apart from academics, it is important for 
students to learn about various other aspects of 
life. There are three important things students 
should learn in life - the head level, heart level 
and the hand level. Head level is concentrated 
at building up your skills, intellectual capability. 
Heart level is developing compassion for 
people’s life and emotions. Hand level deals 
with the actions of society.” This programme 
aims to initiate the students into understanding 
the problems in society like corruption, 
communal violence, gender discrimination, etc 

Ignitors

The initiative will foster dialogue, idea creation, 
innovation and make students realize their 
ideas and make them into reality. In 2007 the 
college set up an E-Cell to help student’s foster 
ideas and 10th August the Placement Office 
took this one-step forward. The College is 
looking to create about 4 to 5 Entrepreneurs 
each year.

Bangalore which is the Start-Up Capital of India 
needs more students to inspire each other, in 
my interaction with so many students, I see a 
great potential in students and they need to 
be nurtured and motivated to take their ideas 
forward. 

Mr. Eshwar Vikas, Founder of Dosamatic, 
(Automatic Dosa Making Machine) spoke about 
how his craving for Dosa as a Hostel Students 
made him innovate a Machine that makes 
automatic dosas. Mr. Jerric Lyns John, CEO, 
SAARC Startup Awards encouraged students 
to take that one step forward, which will make 
them later fly high. 

A sum of Rs. 100,000 has been pledged 
to support students in this initiative. The 
Placement Office is looking forward to invite 
many young budding start-up leaders to 
interact with students and make this Hub truly 
a Global Incubation Hub.

and to empathize with people. Prof Prashant 
was talking about “picturing India from the 
issues perspective”, that is getting familiar with 
communal violence, the caste system, gender 
discrimination, safety of women, and the like. 
He examined the history of India from that 
of being a very advanced country and how it 
started deteriorating post-Independence. Dr 
Issac C.B., Assistant Coordinator of the Youth 
Centre, SJC, said IGNITORS is conducted by the 
Jesuit institution to enable students to discover 
what role they will play in their homes, family, 
career and nation. Brother Philip, coordinator 
of the Outreach programme, said the events 
packed for the students this year include organ 
donation, spreading awareness on abuse of 
elderly citizens, sapling foundation, seed ball 
making and a cleanliness drive.

Under the leadership of Sandra Misquith 
(UG) and Dr Beatrice Sequeira(PG), the 
campus ministry began the academic 
year by organising the student orientation 
program on 8th June 2017. With active 
participation and cooperation from all 
quarters the half day program went off 
smoothly with students getting an idea 
of what was going to be in store for them 
over the academic year.

Subsequently registrations for mid day 
meals were called for, and the members 
of the ministry in particular Fr. Clarence 
D’Souza SJ screened the applications. 
By the third week of June, meals were 
being provided in the college canteen for 
all registered students who had got their 
biometrics done by Mr. Adarsh. At present 
368 students are availing this facility.

On 16th June a grand Inaugural mass 
was held in the auditorium. Fr Joseph 
Royan (CSSR) was the main celebrant. 16 
priests concelebrated. Though it was a 
short notice the choir sang beautifully and 
the SJC Religious organised the mass to 
perfection with the altar beautifully and 
gracefully decorated.

The attendance and follow up of the the 
Ignitors program was given to the campus 
ministry who mobilised all our teachers 
to take attendance for every sessions as 
this has now become one of the course 
completion requirements. The Youth 
centre with Fr. Brian SJ as head, organised 
the program which was in general very 
well received by the students.
Ignatian week from 24th July to 30th July 

Campus Ministry

culminating with the feast of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola was conducted by the AICUF, 
an umbrella organisation of the campus 
ministry. All the events both intra college 
and inter college went off very well. The 
last item for students was the grand Feast 
mass on 28th July, which was very well 
attended. Many gave offertory items that 
would be used for the outreach programs. 
This time the AICUF organised the liturgy 
and the choir. Both were excellently done. 
The altar was beautifully decorated with 
flowers (bought by Br Angio early in the 
morning!) by our religious brothers and 
sisters. Balloons lent a festive air to the 
venue. Snacks were served after the mass 
which was well received by students 
and staff alike. On 29th there was a short 
entertainment program for the Josephite 
family followed by a sumptuous lunch.

Apart from the above activities, the 
campus ministry has also organised mass 
every Friday with a special emphasis on 
the first Friday mass. Staff and students 
are encouraged to attend these services. 
Confessions are heard on Fridays at 8.30 
am in the college chapel. The campus 
ministry has plenty more planned for the 
second half of this semester.

The objective of the centre is to provide 
support through organising consistent training 
and workshops for the faculty that will revitalize 
the necessary initiatives that will enhance their 
efficiency.

Following programs were organised by the 
centre

• Initiated the organisation of induction 
programme for new faculty members 
appointed during this academic year 
and the last academic year. The 4 
day programme was organised and 
conducted By Fr. Brian Pereira SJ, Rector 
St. Joseph’s College from 1st June to 4th 
June 2017. It was a residential programme 
held at Snehadam, Carmelaram.

• Induction programme was organised on 
9 th June 2017 for the new faculty by In 
House Resource persons.

• A talk on POCSO, The Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offenses Act. Was 
organised for teaching and Non-teaching 
Faculty. The Talk was organised as per the 
direction of Provincial Karnataka Jesuits. 
Resource person was Fr Felix SJ.

Faculty Development 
Programme
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• On 19th august an Open House was 
organised on the topic ‘Pedagogy in 
contemporary teaching and learning 
‘and the resource person was Mr. Chris  
Lewis, Vice President Merrill Lynch Prime 
brokerage New York. USA.

St. Joseph’s College marked a historical 
moment with the inauguration of two new 
blocks - Aruppe Block and Nelapathy Block 
- in the undergraduate and postgraduate 
campuses.

The blocks were blessed on the day SJC 
celebrated the Feast of St Ignatius Loyola, the 
founder of the Jesuit Order. The new PG block 
extension honours late Fr. Joseph Chinnappa 
Nelapaty and it was inaugurated and blessed 
by Rev.Fr Stanislaus D’souza SJ, the Provincial 
of the Karnataka Jesuits. 

The Aruppe Block was inaugurated and 
blessed by Fr. Clarence D’Souza SJ Vice 
Principal and Registrar SJC. he said “ We have 
gathered here to implore God’s blessings on 
this Aruppe Block , a temple of learning and 
all who are involved in its use particularly the 
management , teachers , students and support 
staff. We pray that all involved in the work of 
this block management, staff, support staff, 
parents and guardians may work together in 
building love and better community where 
every person is valued, respected by their 
presence here.’’

Two new blocks 
inaugurated at SJC

On 28th of August the TCS team lead by Mr. Ravi 
had introduced this year’s final year graduates 
to the program with the chief guest being Mr. 
Chris Lewis of Meryl Lynch from USA and prof. 
Clement, the Vice Principal coordinated the 
program.

TCS had introduced an 
AIP 

Mr. Shivakumar T C
Librarian, Dept. of Libary & Infotmation Centre.

has been appointed as editorial board member 
and referee in National and International Journals 
in Library and Information Science. He has also 
published an article “Open Source Content 
Management Software: A Comparative study with 
reference to Drupal, Joomla; WordPress” in the 
Indian Journal of Library and Information Science 
(Vol. 11, No. 1, 2017).

Staff Achievements

Dr Priyanca Mathur Velath
Dept. Of Political Science

Published an article titled “Religion and Politics: 
Re-Reading Secularism in India Today” in Engaged 
and Enmeshed: Religions in Society in India(ed) 
at IDCR, Institute of Dialogue with Cultures and 
Religions, Chennai in July 2017. Was invited as a 
Resource Person to deliver a lecture on “Elections, 
Electoral Systems and Democracy: An Overview” at 
the Konrad Adenauer School for Young Politicians 
(KASYP) Workshop, 2-3 April 2017 in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka.

Mr. Clement D’Souza
Dept. Of Economics

Was made the Academic Council member of 
St. Agnes College, Mangaluru and attended the 
Academic Council Meeting there on 12 July 2017. 
Was invited as a resource person for teaching 
faculty of St. Agnes College, Mangaluru. He gave 
two lectures titled ‘IQAC and its Role’ for the IQAC 
members of the college and ‘Post NAAC initiatives 
after the accreditation of Cycle 4’ for UG and PG 
faculty on 12 July 2017.
Participated in a workshop ‘To Lead or Not to Lead: 
Advanced Higher Education Leadership Seminar for 
South Asia’, held at Christ Institute of Management, 
Lavasa, Pune, Christ University from April 18 to April 
22, 2017.

Dr Sanam Roohi
Dept. Of Political Science

Took part in a workshop hosted by the Political 
Science Department, Lund University, Sweden, 
under the aegis of Peace Research Network on 23 rd 
and 24 th May 2017. She presented a co-authored 
paper titled ‘Care as Embodied Politics: Return to 
Critical Feminist Approaches to Everyday Peace 
and Conflict’. Dr. Sanam Roohi’s article titled “Caste, 
Kinship and the Realization of ‘American Dream’: 
Telugu Migrants in the USA” was published in the 
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies in July 
2017.

Mr. Ananda K . S
Dept. Of Statistics

Delivered a lecture, addressing PU lecturers on 
teaching statistics, in a training programme on 
NCERT Economics syllabus at BES PU College, 
Bangalore on 23rd and 24th of May 2017

Ms. Maria A
Dept. Of Sociology

UGC MINOR RESEARCH PROJECT ON STREET 
VENDORS IN BANGALORE CITY
Has successfully Completed a UGC Minor Research 
Project. The Project is titled ‘A Study of Social Life of 
Street Vendors in Bangalore City’.

Dr Subhashini Muthukrishnan 
Dept. Of Economics

Attended a discussion to design vocational skill 
development training program for humanities. Is a 
Member  of advisory committee on setting up the 
School Of Social Sciences. Attended Encouraging 
Research among College Teachers.

Dr Poornima .B.N 
Dept. Of Kannada

Became the President of Bucta from Aug 2016 to 
April 2017. (Bangalore University College Teacher’s 
Association) First Lady Of Bucta President.

Reflected unanimously as Vice President of Bucta 
on 7th April 2017.

Fr Dr Melwyn D’ Cunha, SJ.
Dept. Of Botany

Fr Dr Melwyn D’ Cunha SJ, Fr Dr Victor Lobo SJ 
and Dr. Michael Rajamathi attended a three-day 
Conference on the Idea of a National University 
Organized by Centre for Education Beyond 
Curriculum (CEDBEC) Christ University, Bengaluru 
26- 28 July 2017. The conference dwelt on the 
theme of quality teaching and learning at higher 
Education Institutions in India. Quality of education 
is being deteriorated over the years for lack of will 
from various stakeholders of Education in India. It 
was a wakeup call to shun pseudo-sciences and 
to build our education system on reason, depth, 
and creativity so as to fulfill the social, cultural and 
political aspirations of our nation India. We need to 
have educational thinkers to who could reflect on 
the present education scenario in India and come 
up with the evolutionary or rather revolutionary 
intellectual curriculum for the advancement of 
human knowledge and spirit. There is a need to 
take bold decisions to educate our people, with 
proper human value system. The thinkers and 
researchers, Scientists and philosophers need 
to come together in search of what is true, real in 
contrast to what is myth. As we are contemplating 
to become a University, we should become a Jesuit 
university of quality (MAGIS) having well qualified 
staff, excellent infrastructure and an atmosphere for 
in depth teaching and learning.  

Fr Dr Melwyn D’ Cunha SJ was invited as an external 
member of the BOS meeting of the Department of 
Food Science and Technology, St. Aloysius College, 
Mangalore on 17-8-2017.

St. Joseph’s Pre University College, organized 
a seminar on “Environmental Awareness – 
Empowering the Youth for a Greener Future” on 
01/07/2017. This Eco Sensitisation seminar was 
conducted by St. Joseph’s Eco Sensitisation and 
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Siddharth Shrestha
Electrochemistry Research group

Dept. Of Chemistry

Presented a paper entitled, Amperometric sensor 
based on Solochrome Black T modified Carbon 
Paste Electrode for the sensitive and selective 
determination of: Siddharth Shrestha, Ronald J 
Mascarenhas, Ashis K Satpati, Dhason A, in the 
International Conference on Electrochemical 
Science & Technology (ICONEST-2017) ; 10th to 12th 
August 2017, at J N Tata Auditorium, Indian Institute 
of Science Bangalore. Conference Organized by The 
Electrochemical Society of India & in association 
with Inorganic and Physical Chemistry Section, IISc, 
Bangalore.

Manasa G
Electrochemistry Research group

Dept. Of Chemistry

Presented a paper entitled, ‘’Development of an 
electrochemical sensor for catechin detection 
based on poly(methyleneblue) modified carbon 
paste electrode and its application in real sample 

Veera Erady
Electrochemistry Research group

Dept. Of Chemistry

Presented a technical paper titled “A Facile 
Electrochemical Sensor Using Carbon Paste 
Modified With Multiwalled Carbon Nano Tubes 
Decorated With Silver Nano Particles For The 
Detection Of Ferulic Acid” Veera Erady, Ronald J. 
Mascarenhas, Ashish K. Satpati, Simon Detriche, 
Zineb Mekhalif, Joseph Dalhalle, Dhason A. and was 
awarded the BEST PAPER POSTER in the “Second 
International Conference on Electrochemical 
Science and Technology (ICONEST)” during 10-12 
Aug 2017. It was organised at J. N. TATA Auditorium 
by the Electrochemical Society of India and Dept of 
Inorganic and Physical Chemistry, Indian Institute 
of Science, Bengaluru. She won the first prize for 
her presentation.

Action Team (JESAT) & Centre for Social Concern 
(CSC) to empower the teaching community so that 
they can create awareness among students about 
environmental issues. The aim of the seminar was to 
provide practical solutions, which, when inculcated 
in us will help us to be the change we wish to see. 
Fr Dr Melwyn SJ was one of the resource persons 
and he spoke on “Initiatives taken by Jesuits for 
Ecosensitization”. 

Student Achievements

Sriraksha Srinivasan
M. Sc. Chemistry

Was selected for the S.N. Bose Scholars Program 
2017. The S.N. Bose Scholars exchange is a 
scientific research reciprocation program between 
U.S. and Indian scientific labs. Sriraksha worked in 
the Materials Science and Engineering Department 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA under 
the guidance of Dr. Paul Voyles where she studied 
the growth and oxidation of metallic glass thin films 
grown by single-target DC magnetron sputtering. 
She worked on investigating the concentration 
of oxygen inside films and the oxidation state 
of the metals inside the films grown using X-ray 
Photoelectron Spectroscopy (XPS). She also 
developed a protocol for optimal measurements of 
oxygen in the samples.

analysis” Manasa. G, Ronald J Mascarenhas, 
Ozma J D’Souza, Ashis K Satpati, Dhason A, in 
the International Conference on Electrochemical 
Science & Technology (ICONEST-2017) ; 10th to 12th 
August 2017, at J N Tata Auditorium, Indian Institute 
of Science Bangalore. Conference Organized by “The 
Electrochemical Society of India” in association 
with Inorganic and Physical Chemistry Section, IISc, 
Bangalore.

Mythri Iyer
2nd Year B.Com. (BPS)

Started singing when she was seven. She 
has taken part in several reality shows like 
Superstar, Saregamapa Little Champs, 
Saregamapa season 13 (Semi-Finalist) and 
has won the “Udaya Singer” title, Mangalore 
Idol 2015. She has also lent her voice for a 
title track of a TV serial “Nigooda ratri”. Talking 
about her journey Mythri say, “My journey 
wasn’t always smooth; there are a lot of ups 
and downs. You either win or you learn. I’m 
very thankful to my supportive family, my 
guru, my college, my friends and everyone 
who has been with me through this journey.

Lokeshwari S Gowda
2nd Year MA. Pol. Sc.

did a research internship at the Institute 
for Social and Economic Change (ISEC), 
Bengaluru from 24 April - 23rd June 2017. She 
did a study on “Internal Migration of Domestic 
Workers in Bengaluru” under the guidance of 
Supriya Roy Chowdhury, Centre for Political 
Institutions, Governance and Development.

Associations
Blood Donation Camp at 
SJC
The National Service Scheme of St. 
Joseph’s College in collaboration with 
the cadets of 1 KAR ARMD SQN organized 

a blood donation camp in the auditorium 
basement from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm on July 
5, 2017. Four well known hospitals- Indira 
Gandhi Hospital, Sanjay Gandhi Hospital, 
Bowring and Lady Curzon Hospital and 
Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology - 
participated in the camp. There were 450 
donors from the college who voluntarily 
donated one unit of blood. After the 
blood donation, volunteers were provided 
with certificates of appreciation from the 
hospitals for having been part of the noble 
cause. The refreshments were sponsored 
and provided by Lion’s Club, Bangalore. 
Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology 
collected 65 units of blood, Indira Gandhi 
Hospital collected 100 units of blood, 
Sanjay Gandhi Hospital collected 60 
units of blood, and Bowring and Lady 
Curzon Hospital collected 104 units of 
blood. The event came to an end at 4.00 
pm with Lion’s Club appreciating the NSS 
programme officer, NSS and NCC cadets 
for their help and support.

NCC Cadets on Election 
Duty
The cadets of 1 KAR ARMD SQN TP-3 
under the leadership of Lt. Akshay D 
Mandlik volunteered for election duty 
for the student council election of St. 
Joseph’s College. The cadets were 
briefed a day before about their duties 
for day of election. The reporting time 
for the cadets was 0700 hrs on 7 th July 
2017. The cadets were sent to the BEML 
office to guard the election machines 
and safely deliver it to college. They 
played a major role in crowd control 
at the election booth and maintained 
discipline throughout the program.

The selection of cadets to 1 KAR ARMD 
SQN NCC TP-3 officially began with an 
orientation programme on 17th June 
2017 where the aspirants were given 
insight into the working of the squadron 
and its achievements. They were also 
briefed about the details of the selection 
process. It was followed by a written test 
on 19th June 2017 conducted on current 
affairs, GK, and basics of the Armed 
Forces in order to the test the ability of the 
candidates. PPDT and Group Discussions 
were also held on 22nd June 2017. This 

The selection of Cadets to 
1 KAR ARMD SQN NCC TP-3

Dr Grace Prabhakar
Assistant professor
Dept. Of Biotechnology

Attended a workshop on “Women in  Science, 
Research and Innovation” on 20th and 21st June 
2017 at Christ University jointly organised by 
Consulate of Israel and Christ University.
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NCC Cadets on Elephant 
Census Drive
The cadets of 1 KAR ARMD SQN NCC TP-3 
in collaboration with Tamil Nadu Wildlife 
Conservation Society had accompanied 
forest officials at Hosur in taking census 
of elephant population on May 20th 2017 
ahead of World Environment Day.

OC’s VISIT TO THE TROOP
The cadets of 1 KAR ARMD SQN TP-3, 
following the circular sent by AYUSH 
and Ministry of Public welfare to NCC, 
had followed the protocol and had 
conducted yoga sessions as part of the 
International Yoga day on 21 st June 
2017 in St. Joseph’s College. There was 
another session that was simultaneously 
being conducted in Kanteerava stadium 
where 15 of our cadets participated.

NCC Celebrates 
International Day of Yoga
The cadets of 1 KAR ARMD SQN TP-3, 
following the circular sent by AYUSH 
and Ministry of Public welfare to NCC, 
had followed the protocol and had 
conducted yoga sessions as part of the 
International Yoga day on 21 st June 
2017 in St. Joseph’s College. There was 
another session that was simultaneously 
being conducted in Kanteerava stadium 
where 15 of our cadets participated.

was followed by the Physical fitness test 
(PFT) on 24th June 2017.

NSS unit-1 conducted an interactive treasure 
hunt for its volunteers on 8 th July 2017. 
Around 170 NSS volunteers were part of the 
event. The theme revolved around general 
information about the College, knowledge 
about National Service Scheme and familiarity 
with areas inside the college campus. The 
purpose of the event was to be an ice-breaker 
for the first years, instill the spirit of teamwork 
required for the service activities later on and 
to acquaint the volunteers with essential 
information. The event concluded with the 
announcement of the winners. Students also 

NSS Unit-1 Conducts 
Treasure Hunt in Campus

NSS Unit-2 Orientation 
Programme at SJC
NSS Unit-2 orientation programme was 
conducted on July 11, 2017 at St Joseph’s 
College, Bangalore. Around 200 volunteers 
attended the orientation program. Mr. 
Prasad, the programme officer of NSS 
unit-2 introduced himself and the faculty 
members Ms. Grace Divya D’Souza from 
the Mathematics Department, And Dr. 
Eraiah from the Kannada Department. He 
gave information regarding the rules and 
regulation of NSS Unit-2 and briefed about 
the Executive committee and the rules and 
regulations governing it. The latter part of 
the programme saw elections being held for 
posts in the Executive committee.

Inauguration of NSS Unit-2
Inauguration of NSS unit-2 for the year 2017-
2018 was held on July 19, 2017 At St Joseph’s 
College. All the NSS members assembled near 
Xavier’s Hall By 4:00pm. Prof. Kiran Jeevan 
PRO [Public Relation Officer] of our College 
was the chief guest. He was accompanied 
by the Programme officer Mr. Prasad. The 
event began with the lighting of the lamp 
and a group of NSS volunteers sang the NSS 
Anthem. After lighting the lamp, the Chief 
Guest addressed the gathering by sharing his 
experiences as a NSS Volunteer in his college 
days. All the Executive Member and volunteer 
took Oath to obey all the rules and regulation 
of NSS. After Oath taking a small Documentary 
was shown which tells the history of NSS and 
how it is serving the people.

NCC Unit-2 Conducts 
Cleaning Drive in Campus

NSS Unit-2 conducted a cleaning drive 
on July 22, 2017 at St Joseph’s College. 
Over 80 NSS Volunteers had gathered 
for the ‘cleaning campus’ event. The 
volunteers swept classrooms, wiped 
boards, dusted fans and benches, and 
cleaned the windows. They also cleaned 
up near the college canteen and many 
places in the college campus. All the 
volunteers participated with interest and 
enthusiasm. They were dedicated to the 
work and completed the task with gusto. 
This event was conducted to spread 

shared their experiences of being part of the 
event.

awareness among the volunteers and 
others about hygiene and how cleanliness 
has to begin with each one of us.

NSS Unit-2 Conducts 
Poster Making Event
NSS Unit-2 conducted a poster-making 
event was conducted on July 27th, 2017 
near NSS office hostel block. All the NSS 
volunteers gathered near NSS office to 
make posters on an anti-drug campaign. 
Around 100 volunteers took part in 
this one-hour event. This event was 
conducted not just to test the creativity 
of the volunteers but also to make 
them aware about the ill effects of drug 
addiction.

NSS Unit-2 Conducts Anti-
Drug Campaign
NSS Unit-2 conducted an anti-drug 
campaign on 28th July 2017 outside 
St. Joseph’s College campus in 
Shanthinagar. The agenda of the 
campaign was to spread awareness 
about the ill-effects of smoking and 
drinking alcohol. Around 80 volunteers 
participated in this event.

KALA
The Kala association had selected 
its musicians, both singers and 
instrumentalists, through auditions 
spanning five days. Students were 
elected from the selected candidates and 
the existing members for various posts 
such as president, vice president and 
secretary on 13th July 2017. The event 
was followed by the official inauguration 
and Kalaah was declared open by Dr. 
Shobha.

Consilium – Counselling 
Association of St. Joseph’s 
Inaugurated
Consilium, the Counselling association 
of St. Joseph’s College inaugurated its 
second year on 19th July. It was a drizzly 
Wednesday afternoon when students 
and faculty members milled under the 
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shade of the wide Banyan Tree to evade 
the rain. As classes broke for lunch, the 
quadrangle started booming with pop 
songs. Natasha from I EJP said, “We are 
hoping that the music draws people in”, 
as she shuffled and added songs to the 
playlist. The strategy seemed to have 
worked as one saw curious passers-by 
joining in from the fringes.

The event began with a dance 
performance. This was a slightly 
unconventional opening as they did not 
have a stage. The rain had rendered it 
unfit, leaving Jemima (II EJP) and group 
to claim the ground as their dancefloor. 
After the performance had garnered loud 
cheers from the audience, the new Office 
bearers were announced. One by one they 
came up front, with funny introductions 
serving as background music. Esha Chugh, 
President, and Mr Ninoy Rodrigues, 
Coordinator of Consilium, gave crisp 
speeches while being attacked by the 
rain. “In this constantly changing world of 
confusion, we tend to look for some sense 
of assurance. It is absolutely normal to 
need help, and I want it to be normal to ask 
for help”,  said Ms President in conclusion.

That afternoon also saw a spoken word 
performance by an MA student who read 
out one of her published poems. A short 
and sweet function, the inaugural ended 
with students leaving with a sense of 
community. In a later conversation, Esha 
added – “We all have a story to share, 
questions to ask and answers to receive. 
Let’s hope Consilium as an association 
this year, reaches out to as many people 
as possible, if not for help, then just to 
make their days in college something to 
remember. Help me help you!”

Inauguration of Sumana 
The inauguration of the Psychology 
Association, Sumana (which means “good 
mind”, derived from Sanskrit) coordinated 
by Mrs. Akriti Srivastava commenced on 
Saturday, 22nd July at Xavier’s hall of 
St.Joseph’s College. The core purpose of 
Sumana, identified as Team Psynergy is 
to cultivate awareness about the subject 
and break the stigma attached to this 
discipline.
The inaugural function began with 
lighting of the lamp by the chief guest 

Mrs. Ruby Singh, Mrs. Neeta Pereira, 
Head of department of Psychology, Mrs. 
Akriti Shrisvastava, Coordinator of the 
association, Meher Kaliyadan, President 
of the association and a student from 
ALFAA. The third year students of IES also 
performed a song in the event. Right after 
the performance, the President of the 
association gave the vision and mission 
statements which was followed by the 
pledge.

The chief guest for the event was Mrs. 
Ruby Singh, the founder of ALFAA (Assisted 
Living for Autistic Adults). ALFAA is one of 
the few organizations in India which aims 
at providing residential facilities to autistic 
adults along with conducting workshops 
and training. Mrs. Singh mother to an 
autistic child founded ALFAA in 2009.

There was a special performance by the 
students of ALFAA. They presented a 
fashion show followed by an interactive 
session. The event was also attended by 
Mrs. India Vivacious 2017, who herself is 
the mother of an autistic child. She shared 
her experience of how being the mother of 
an autistic child does not stops one from 
pursuing one’s dreams.

The event ended with the announcement 
of the winner of the logo and tagline (for 
the association) competition which was 
open to all the students in the college. 
The winner was Tanya Sanjay, a third year 
student of EJP. She was awarded with 
food coupons worth rupees six hundred.

In Memory of Chester 
Bennington
Die-hard fans of the profoundly loved band 
Linkin Park and staff of the Psychology 
Department gathered together to pay 
homage to and reminisce on the life of 
the late Chester Bennington, lead singer 
of the band in A007 classroom A-Block 
of St. Joseph’s College. The event was 
organised by Consilium, a committee that 
works toward breaking the stigma against 
mental health, forming a support group 
for peers at college.

Ninoy Rodrigues, Coordinator of 
Consilium, led the crowd in a moment 
of silence in remembrance of the legend. 
Students were encouraged to use this 
opportunity to showcase their admiration 

for his music with various performance 
and feel free to express their emotions, 
sharing what Linkin Park meant to them. 
Students wrote down their favourite lyrics 
of the band’s songs on the board and 
left notes about Chester Bennington’s 
impression on them.

A number of students showed their 
enthusiasm by performing songs and 
slam poetry that threw light upon feelings 
like loneliness and depression. Many 

JAAM Inaugurated and the 
‘Viral spiral’ Campaign 
Launched
Josephite Aids Awareness Movement 
(J.A.A.M), a St. Joseph’s College 
association, held their inauguration 
on 19th July. J.A.A.M is an initiative 
of the college to empower students 
and inculcate the willingness to aware 
people of Bangalore regarding AIDS/HIV 
and other Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
(STDs). As a preliminary step, JAAM 
initiated a Bangalore based campaign 
‘Viral-Spiral’, an interactive game on the 
user interface of ‘Snakes and Ladders’ 
to create awareness about HIV/AIDS. 
The inauguration commenced with 
an audience of 100 students, as more 
kept joining in. The Secretary of the 
association, Ashline K Shaju, introduced 
the Chief Guest, Dr. Shirley Thomas, who 
has more than 14 years of experience in 
the field of HIV-AIDS prevention control, 
treatment, care and support services. Dr. 
Thomas spoke elaborated on the topic 
of awareness and her experience in the 
said field.

Mrs.Neeta Pereira, HOD of Psychology 
Department, St. Joseph’s College 
and the coordinator of JAAM, spoke 
about creating awareness especially 
among the students of Joseph’s and 
how passionately she feels about the 
treatment, care and prevention of HIV/
AIDS. The Secretary called upon the 
Head of Graphics and Videography 
(JAAM) to introduce the Core Committee 
consisting of the Reporter, Treasurer, 
Joint Secretary, Secretary, Vice President 
and President. The President proceeded 
to address the students personally and 
asked them to participate and become 
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Graphic. Inc

Gaming Tournament

Graphic. Inc conducted their first event for 
the academic year, a  gaming  tournament- 
Naruto Ultimate Ninja Storm Revolution 
on 28th July, 2017(Friday) between 4pm 
to 6pm at Arrupe hall. The President 
of Graphic. Inc, Imli Sunep Jamir (2nd 
B.Voc) welcomed the gathering and 
the session began around 4:15 with 
the core committee members assisting 
participants with the game followed by 
a tournament. With a turnout of around 
40 people, the tournament was initiated 
with three gaming spots, the winners of 
which took part in the finals. Ashwin Dev 
of 1st EPS was announced the winner. 
The event also saw submissions of fan 
art from members.

The inaugural ceremony of ‘Sigma 
Squared’, the association of Big Data 
Analytics Department of St. Joseph’s 
College , was held on 18 July ,2017 Staff 
Seminar Hall. The event marked the 
completion of a successful year by the 
association which had embarked on its 
journey in the year 2016. The Big Data 
Analytics postgraduate programme in St. 
Joseph’s College was pioneered in the 
year 2016 as a joint undertaking by the 
college and Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS).

The ceremony commenced with a prayer 
song followed by the lighting of the lamp. 
After the welcome speech and felicitation 
of the guests were delivered, Mrs. Jayati 
Bhadra, Head of The Department, led 
the newly elected office bearers in Oath 
taking. Also, the eleventh edition of AIP 
newsletter ( by TCS) was released by the 
dignitaries.

The chief guest Mr.Rajiv Noronha,Vice 
President and Head HR-Analytics and 
Insights(TCS) ,addressed the gathering. 
He spoke on how our approach to data 
science should be and according to 
him, “anything that we pay attention to 
must not be just heard but should be 
personally analyzed and given focus 
to at the soonest lest we forget it”. Data 
Science is much more than being able to 
use and master an analysis software tool 
effectively. In the field, it is imperative 
to have a thorough understanding of 
the basic concepts and have a strong 

Association of Big Data 
Analytics

Sigma Squared

proactive. Last but not the least, the 
campaign “Viral-Spiral’ was inaugurated 
and presented before the audience and 
to take it up a notch, the Chief Guest 
along with the faculty of the Psychology 
Department were asked to play the 
first game. The inauguration ceremony 
ended at 5:00 PM with a photo of the 
Core Committee with the Psychology 
Department and Chief Guest.

Talk on “Field in 
Wildlife Biology. It’s 
role in conservation and 
education”
Mr. Viraj Torsekar our speaker from 
Indian Institute of Science, IISc spoke 
on the field work in wildlife biology. He 
explained how field work is primarily the 
use of nature as a laboratory. He spoke 
in detail of how combining the principles 
of biology, the physical sciences and 
mathematics to are used to study the 
diversity and interactions of plants, 
animals and microorganisms in their 
natural environments. He elaborated the 
different types of field work his fellow 
colleagues are currently doing and by 
giving us a gist of the life of a wildlife 
enthusiast.

Activities of the Josephite 
Research Forum
The Josephite Research Forum is an 
initiative under the DBT Star College 

Scheme in St. Joseph’s College, to 
encourage interdisciplinary research. 
Students and faculty members across 
departments meet twice a month (Every 
second and fourth Tuesdays) and discuss 
interesting advances in science or talk 
about potential research ideas. Besides 
student presentations, expert talks on 
various topics have also been lined up for 
the year. Dr. Susan Mary Philip from the 
Dept. of Biotechnology coordinates the 
activities of the forum. Krishna Chaitanya 
from III MCZ is the student coordinator.

foundation much more than anything 
else.
Next, Mr. Chris Louis, Hedge Funds domain 
knowledge expert, with over 28 years of 
experience, addressed the crowd giving 
a picture of how ‘big’ is the Big Data. He 
spoke of the promising career and raised 
levels of living standards that it has to 
offer, being the most sought after job in 
the 21st century. However, while giving the 
statistics on the increasing demand, he 
specifically highlighted that the demand is 
for ‘the right skill set’, thereby, imbibing in 
us the importance to approach the field in 
the right manner.

Mr. Renuka Prasad (recruitment head 
for analytics and insights ,TCS),with over 
17 years of expertise, also spoke and 
motivated the audience to practise asking 
the right questions at every stage of data 
analyst education and training- for what 
we seek are not just ‘answers’ but the ‘right 
answers’.

Mr. Srinivasa Bhogle (alumni of ISI), Mr. 
Maanikyam and Mr. Ravi Kumar(TCS), Rev.
Fr. Dr. Victor Lobo(Principal, St. Joseph’s 
College) were the other dignitaries who, 
with their presence, made the ceremony 
an auspicious one.

Botanical Society
Dr. D. Anusuya released Vruksha a 
magazine compiled by the II MSc students 
and wall magazine Ankur managed by 
I MSc students. The programme ended 
with a Vote of Thanks by Ishita of 1 st M.Sc. 
Botany.

Inauguration
The inauguration of Botanical Society 
2017-18 took place on 15 July 2017, at 
12pm in the A.V. room, P.G. block.

Our chief guest was Dr. D. Anusuya, 
Retired Professor and former 
Chairperson, Department of Botany, 
Bangalore University. She has a teaching 
experience of 32 years and has been a 
research guide to 15 Ph.D. and 12 M.Phil. 
students. She has attended around 50 
and more conferences, has around 40 
publications and has presented her 
papers in more than 25 International and 
National Conferences.
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The programme started at 12:08pm 
in the presence of our Chief Guest Dr. 
D.Anusuya; P.G. coordinator of Botany 
department of St.Joseph’s College, Dr. K.B. 
Purushothama; Head of the Department, 
Dr. Betty Daniel and President of the 
Botanical Society Ms. Poonam Ahuja.

The programme started with the prayer 
by Br. Ashwin, 2 nd M.Sc. Botany that 
was followed by lighting of the lamp by 
the dignitaries. The welcome speech was 
given by Ms. Mabel Maria Mathew of 2 nd 
M.Sc. Botany.
Ms. Poonam Ahuja, President of the 
Botanical Society introduced the Chief 
Guest.

Dr. Anusuya addressed the gathering. She 
explained about the various methods of 
organic farming, microbial biotechnology, 
the different factors that affects soil fertility, 
soil depletion, nutrient management, 
biofertilizers, etc. Dr. Anusuya has helped 
out a large number of farmers and other 
laymen to use the benefits of natural 
method of cultivation for organic farming. 
She also talked about the drawbacks 
of the green revolution like pesticide 
contamination, release of carcinogens, 
killing of soil microbes, genetic damage 
etc. The talk ended with a question answer 
session where the queries of students 
were answered.

Our esteemed Chief Guest released of our 
magazine Vruksha which was compiled 
by the II MSc. students and wall magazine 
Ankur managed by I MSc students. The 
programme ended with a Vote of Thanks 
by Ishita of 1 st M.Sc. Botany followed by 
snacks.

Botanical Society Talk 
on 27th June 2017
On the 27th of June 2017, The Botanical 
Society, held its first programme for the 
academic year 2017–18. The speaker 
of the programme was Dr. Thara 
Venkatappa, who is an alumna of the 
college. Ms. Poonam Ahuja, President of 
The Botanical Society gave the audience 
a warm welcome and talked about the 
aspirations for The Botanical Society for 
the following year. Dr. Betty Daniel, HOD, 
Department of Botany, introduced Dr. 
Thara to the audience which comprised 
of the faculty of the Department of 

Botany, the students of 1st and 2nd M.Sc. 
Botany and research scholars. Dr. Daniel 
stated that she was very pleased to have 
invited Dr. Thara for a guest talk as she 
wanted to inspire the audience and make 
them aware about the field of research 
that Dr.Thara was working in.
Dr. Thara spoke on the topic, “ Can Botany 
prepare you for a career in public health?”. 
First and foremost, she told the audience 
that she was very glad to be back in her 
college after so many years and talked 
about her days in college.

Dr. Thara emphasized that, “Teamwork 
is very important, where each member 
in the team should do the work that 
has been assigned to them and at the 
same time the team must try to help 
each other in times of need and have a 
good and healthy relationship with each 
other”. After Dr.Thara answered a round of 
questions from the audience, Ms. Poonam 
Ahuja, thanked Dr. Thara Venkatappa for 
enlightening the audience and for gracing 
today’s program with her presence.

The Botanical Society organized a 
documentary screening on 22nd July 
2017 at 12 pm in the A.V. room, P.G. block.

Kingdom of Plants - “Solving the Secrets” 
is a natural history documentary 
series written and presented by David 
Attenborough, which explores the world 
of plants. This documentary explores 
plant reproductive techniques and was 
filmed over the course of a year at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew.

The audience was enthralled with 
the visuals presented and they were 
fascinated with uncovering the secrets 
of the plants in the Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Kew.

Botanical Society 
Screens Documentary

Inauguration of Chemical 
Society

The chemical society association was 
inaugurated by Dr. H Jayshankar from 
the Department of Chemistry. The 

Chemical Society (UG 
& PG)

inauguration was followed by a talk by Dr. 
Sunita Rajamani “On ionic liquids”. She 
introduced her research activities and 
mentioned advantages and disadvantages 
of ionic liquids. 

Her talk dwelled into various details 
like how ionic liquids can be used as 
catalysts because they are liquids at room 
temperature and they can be used as 
solvents.

The session was followed by an interesting 
interaction between the speaker and the 
students.

On 22nd of June 2017, the PG Chemical  
Society organised a talk by Dr.Relhan 
Gulshan, a senior scientist (retd), a 
Nuclear and Analytical Chemist who had 
served in Radiochemistry and Analytical 
Chemistry Division at the Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre(BARC), Mumbai. Dr. 
Gulshan had the privilege to serve on 
diplomatic assignment as Scientific 
Advisor to the Ambassador of India, 
VIENNA, Austria for about 8 years. He is 
also the recipient of Bharat Jyoti award. 
The topic was “Neutron Activation 
Analysis (NAA)”. The lecture was attended 
by M Sc students and faculty of Chemistry. 
The speaker stressed on how Analytical 
Techniques have a vital role to play in 
any industrial development and can be 
regarded as an index to nation’s progress 
in terms of its contribution to Science 
and technology. NAA was the standard 
analytical method for performing multi-
element analyses . Each of the analytical 
techniques is designed based on the 
physical & chemical properties of the 
analyte. Neutron activation analysis(NAA) 
stands out among all these analytical 
methods as it is a non-destructive 
method which can be applied even if 
the analyte is in picograms. NAA relies on 
excitation by neutrons so that the treated 
sample emits gamma-rays. It allows the 
precise identification and quantification 
of the elements, above all of the trace 
elements in the sample. NAA can detect 
up to 74 elements depending upon the 

Neutron Activation 
Analysis
A Lecture by Dr. Relhan Gulshan, 
BARC, Mumbai
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experimental procedure In India NAA is 
carried out in BARC Mumbai, using Apsara, 
Cirus and Dhruva reactors.
The highlights of the lecture were a 
discussion on his hands-on experience 
of using this technique in a wide variety 
of applications including archaeology, 
soil science, geology, forensics, and the 
semiconductor industry. His passion, 
especially for nuclear science, was 
revealed in his simplifying the concepts to 
make the audience understand along with 
subtle humor which was well appreciated 
by one and all present. It was an enriching 
experience to interact and discuss issues 
relating to nuclear science with a great 
and humble Scientist.

Alumni Address MSc 
Chemistry Students
The alumni from the Chemistry 
department came together in 5th August 
2017 at the DeNobli Hall to assist MSc 
students with their queries on various 
aspects of the disciplines and to address 
the challenges faced by the. The alumni 
had a fruitful discussion with students 
with many pieces of advice on how to 
tackle issues and tide over confusions. 
A variety of topics like pursuing a Ph.D., 
cracking competitive exams, essential 
skill sets to work in the industry, and 
options to study and continue research 
abroad were touched upon in the course 
of the discussion. The panel consisted of 
Dr. Elango, Dr. John Nidiri, (Dr) Kiran, (Dr) 
Supreeth, (Dr) Shruti, all former students 
of the college.

In the interactive sessions, many 
doubts and queries were raised by the 
students which were all addressed by 
the members of the panel. Dr. Ronald 
Mascarenhas, the senior professor from 
the Department of Chemistry described 
the panel members as “the real trophies 
of St. Joseph’s College.” Dr. Mascarenhas 
presented the esteemed members with 
mementos at the end of the session.

On the 18th and 19th August, the 
Department of Communication held their 

Images

Economics Forum

Inauguration of  the 
Economics Forum

Allura

annual national Media and Art festival. 
Allura went through a slight remake this 
year by re-inventing it as a festival, as well 
as incorporating the idea of sustainability 
in all our endeavors. Our theme this year 
was Steampunk, which was incorporated 
throughout the art and decor installations 
around campus. We held a number of 
events and workshops that set the stage 
for people to explore their interests and 
capabilities in the visual medium aspect. 
The festival this year was inaugurated 
in the Xavier Hall by Ekta Mittal, the co-
founder of Maraa, an art collective. Our 
turnout this year was exceptional with 
over 20 colleges having registered for the 
event and more than 300 participants. 

There were around 20 events spread over 
the spheres of art, design, photography, 
film and advertising. Christ University 
emerged as the overall winners. Several 
workshops were held in college by 
renowned professionals in various fields 
such as Maraa, professional artist - 
Abhimanyu Ghimiray, Lazaro Advertising 
and Canon Mentor - John Edwards. 
Our festival ended on a good note with 
a musical evening with performances 
by Carol Ezekiel, The Wait and Beard of 
Harmony.

The Economics Forum of St. Joseph’s 
college (autonomous), Banglore initiated 

Wildlife Conservation
The late Steve Irwin once said, “My job, my 
mission, the reason I have been put on this 
planet, is to save wildlife.” A bold claim did 
he make, though one everyone must strive 
to satiate. Wildlife could just as well be 
the last great thing, truly of incomparable 
mirth, that is at the behest of this planet. 
But alas, it has been swindled, rather 
abused, just to squeeze out a few ounces 
of merriment and revenue and fuel Man’s 
endeavours of greed and gluttony. Mr. 
Harsha Danda, an environmental activist 
and wildlife photographer, truly was 
an eye-opener; his insight allowed for 
everyone in the audience to delve into 
paradigms normally unexplored by us 
‘urban animals.’ The guest lecture took 
place at Aruppe Hall on the 20th of July.

Mr. Danda’s claims, well through the 
course of the speech, were bold, to say the 
least, though it would be wrong to taint 
him as an ideologue. His belief that career 
is but a spawn of the 20th Century, is very 

the activities of year 2017-18 with a guest 
lecture on ‘Skill development among 
youth’ on 4th July, 2017 in Arrupe Hall. 
The speaker, Dr. Manika Ghosh is an 
eminent name in the field of psychology, 
recipient of the Kalpana Chawla Award in 
Public Relations Council of India and is 
presently serving as a senior consultant 
in Department of Skill Development, 
Entrepreneurship & Livelihood 
Government of Karnataka. 

The speaker focused on the necessity of 
life skills and soft skills among the youth 
and the failure to impart the same by the 
education system only focusing on high 
academic development. In her attempt to 
join the dots between the importance of 
initiative, communication and leadership 
skills, self awareness and the motivation to 
polish the abilities and work on disability, 
she managed to cast an image of the 
gap amid the requisites of the industry in 
the current era and the skills offered by 
educational institutions.

Subsequently, she responded to the 
questions of the ignited young minds 
on the floor and this was followed by 
a pictorial extempore on the present 
economic scenario in participation by the 
students, faculty and the guest speaker.
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Symposium on GST : An Overview 
(PG)

Inauguration of Associations

The Postgraduate Department of 
Economics conducted a symposium on 
‘Goods and Services Tax’ in the Xaviers 
Hall on 11 July, 2017. The Symposium 
was presided over by Dr. Subhashini 
Muthukrishnan, HOD Economics and 
Dean of Social Sciences. The other faculty 
members in attendance included Dr. 
Manojit Bhattacharjee, P.G. Coordinator, 
Ms. Nikitha K. Rajendran, Ms. Treesa 
Joy,  Mr. Nilesh Kumar and Fr. Arun 
Prashanth D`Souza. The symposium 
saw participation from students of 
various departments of social sciences 
and natural sciences.

The symposium began with an 
introductory speech by Dr. Subhashini 

much debatable; it is a mere fact, that 
man has strived to provide for himself and 
his family, since time immemorial. That, 
coupled with the skewed notion he held 
on one being able to survive on a single 
square meal could be ordained as farcical, 
to say the least. Nonetheless, her beliefs 
still hold a certain semblance of relevance, 
in that the collective ‘We’ must venture 
forth in making a conscientious attempt 
to strike the perfect chord of balance 
between fulfilling our desires as an 
evolved species, and the other residents 
of planet earth.

He then went on to talk about his 
escapades from mundane metropolitan 
life to the marvellous and awesome 
outdoors, vividly describing how he 
befriended these individuals, all of 
differing species. He went on to enlighten 
the audience about how animals possess 
a greater level of altruism than the average 
human being.

Ergo, if one were to look over his 
intermittent segues into making 
boisterous and poignant claims, the 
surmounting message he conveyed in 
has talk is something that is of paramount 
importance in today’s day and age: we 
must, at all costs, make our best possible 
effort into preserving the last bastion of 
our beloved planet.

Oikonomika

Microcosm and 
Microbiological 
Society

who welcomed the students and 
introduced the topic to them. This was 
followed by a presentation on ‘Taxes and 
its components’ by Anusha Bharath, Afreen 
Sultana, and Srimadhu Mithra. Amrita Roy, 
along with group members Malavika T. 
A., Arun Yajaman and Sampurna Mitra, 
presented the ‘Evolution of tax structure 
in India and its problems’ throwing light 
on tax reforms in India. A comprehensive 
presentation on ‘Economics of GST’ was 
conducted by Anand Kumar, Roshan 
Thomas, Merritta Mariya Jose and Aniruth 
Dev. The final presentation of the day was 
made by Jishnu Vipin, Mark Rassendran 
and Nishe Sha on ‘Implications of GST’, 
presenting arguments against and in 
favour of GST.
Dr. Manojit Bhattacharjee summarised the 
topic and urged students to consider all 
the assumptions and facts associated with 
the new GST structure before pronouncing 
it good or bad. Suchi Utmani, the MC of the 
event, gave the vote of thanks followed by 
a concluding speech by Dr. Subhashini 
lauding the efforts of the teachers and the 
students.

Rendez-Vous
French National Day 
Celebration
The French National Day was celebrated 
in St. Joseph’s College. The event was 
conceptualized by by Prof. Satyasree. B 
of the Department of French and saw 
participation from all first and second 
year French students, and members of the 
French association (Rendez-Vous). The 
main purpose of this event was to enhance 
the interest among French students about 
the French Culture and to provide an 
opportunity to all students of the college 
to learn about the importance of 14th July, 
the French Independence Day. The event 
was introduced by the Vice president, of 
the French association, Soham Perret of 
2nd year CEZ. The French students (both 
first years and second years) on a variety 
of different topics related to the Bastille 
day as the French Independence Day 
is commonly referred to by the French 
people.

One of the events was a costume 
competition in which participants dressed 
up as historical characters of France, such 
as Marie Antoinette, French artist and 
peasants. The Department of French also 

TREFFPUNKT
Essay writing competition
On 19th July, 2017, Treffpunkt, the 
German Association of St. Joseph’s 
College, Bangalore conducted an essay-
writing competition in Aloysious Hall.

The competition was conducted 
under the guidance of Mrs. Bhamini 
Ravishankar and Mrs. Sri Vidya along 
with the core committee members. 
News of this competition was circulated 
via posters and WhatsApp messages a 
couple of days in advance. The topic, 
‘THE EXPERIENCE OF LEARNING A 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE’ was made known 
to the participants beforehand.

Students who had learnt German, 
French, Spanish or any other foreign 
language were eligible to participate. 
Undergraduate students from 
Humanities, Science and Commerce  
streams took part in the competition.

The inauguration of Microcosm 
and Microbiological Society, the 
Undergraduate and Postgraduate 
associations, Department of 
Microbiology, St. Joseph’s College, 
Bangalore was held on the 17th of August 
2017, thus presenting the opportunity 
of welcoming all new members of the 
associations.

The Chief Guest for the occasion was Dr. 
Ravi C Nayar, Head of Otolaryngology 
department, HCG Bangalore and a 
renowned head and neck surgeon. The 

conducted a poster-making competition 
for all students with the theme “The French 
Revolution and its significance”. Posters 
depicting the other events of the 10 year 
long struggle of the French people to 
liberate themselves from the oppression 
of the monarchy were put on display. The 
French national Anthem, “La Marseillaise” 
along with other popular French music 
was played in the background.
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inaugural ceremony began with a soulful 
rendition by members of the college choir 
followed by the lighting of the lamp.

Dr. Syed Wajeed, HOD of the Microbiology 
Department welcomed the gathering. This 
was followed by words of inspiration by 
Father Richard Rego. This was followed by 
an address by Dr. Melwin Colaco who gave 
his best wishes to both the associations for 
the year ahead. The members of the board 
were introduced. The Calendar of Events 
for the year 2017-18 were presented by Mr 
Sachin and Ms Archana, the Presidents of 
Microcosm and Microbiological Society 
respectively.

Ms. Ria Saha, the coordinator of Microcosm 
introduced our Chief Guest for the day, Dr. 
Ravi C Nayar. Dr. Ravi C Nayar then spoke 
at length about Microbiology and Cancer 
and the evident link between the two. He 
spoke about Cancer Immunology, Cancer 
resistance and the gut microbiome. He 
also added humorously to learn teamwork 
from the bacteria around us. He stressed 
on the importance of creating passion 
for the subjects we study and to analyze 
everything we visualize. He informed the 
audience about the tremendous potential 
of Microbiology in medicine.

After the enlightening talk by the Chief 
Guest there was a cultural programme 
which included a semi classical dance 
by the talented UG students. The vote of 
thanks was proposed by the Co-president 
of Microcosm, Ms. Raksha Honnavara.

Inauguration

Inauguration

Physeeksee (PG)

Spectrum

The postgraduate physics department 
of St. Joseph’s College conducted the 
inauguration of its Physics Association 
“φψξ” (Physeeksee) on July 8th, 2017 in 
De Nobili hall. The program was presided 
by Rev. Fr. Dr. Melwyn D’Cunha, Vice 
Principal, St. Joseph’s College, Rev. Fr. 
Dr. Richard Rego, Director of PG and 
Research Centre and Dr. Sandiago, Head 
of the Physics department attended the 
event. The Master of the Ceremony was 
Meenakshi Hariharan. The ceremony was 
also attended by other members of the 
physics department and students.

The postgraduate department of physics 
was initiated in 2010 and this is the first 
time the department is having its own 
association. The idea of the association 
was sparked to give students a wholesome 
exposure to activities and to inculcate 
scientific temper in their daily lives.

The program started at 1pm with an 
invocation song by Ramya Suresh 
accompanied by Prashant Vashishta N on 
the violin. It was followed by a welcome 
speech by Dr. Arun V Thampan who also 
spoke about the importance of having 
this association. The dignitaries then 
accompanied Dr. Arun on the stage to 
light the lamp while Suraj Rajshekar read 
an excerpt from the Feynman Lectures. 
Following the lighting of the lamp, Prof. 
Parul Goel, the coordinator of the physics 
association, spoke about the development 
of the association and introduced its core 
members for the year 2017-18.

Fr. Dr. Melwyn D’Cunha SJ then launched 
the association by unveiling the logo and 
spoke about how this association helps 
students in their overall development. 
Then Fr. Dr. Richard Rego addressed the 
students about expanding the horizon.

Einstein Lecture Report

ICTS - International Centre for 
Theoretical Sciences in association 
with the Department of Physics of St. 
Joseph’s College organised a public 
lecture as a part of the reputed Einstein 
Lecture Series on July 28, 2017 in 
the Main Auditorium of St. Joseph’s 
College. The lecture was on the topic 
of “Albert Einstein and Zombie Stars: 
Exploring the Extremes of Physics with 
Gravitational Waves” by Professor Nils 
Andersson, HoD of Applied Mathematics, 
University of Southampton. The program 
was attended by nearly 700 physics 
enthusiasts from all over Bangalore.
The program began with a welcome 
speech by Prof. P Ajith from ICTS 
followed by a brief introduction of 
the speaker by Prof. Bala Iyer (ICTS). 
Professor Nils Andersson is the Head of 
Applied Mathematics at the University of 
Southampton where he leads the gravity 
group. He has also authored many 

books on various science topics for all age 
groups.
The lecture began with an introduction 
to Albert Einstein’s life and his works 
related to Special and General Theory 
of Relativity, followed by the theory of 
gravitational waves and the methods of its 
detection using black holes and neutron 
stars. The speaker charmed the audience 
with his humour and presence of mind. 
He also gave his personal testimony 
of the Quasimodo of Black holes – C.V. 
Vishveshwara. The lecture was followed 
by an interactive question and answer 
session.

The program was concluded with the 
Vote of Thanks by Dr. Arun V Thampan 
(St. Joseph’s College), who recognised the 
support from ICTS, St. Joseph’s College and 
the members of PG Physics Association: 
φΨξ - Physeeksee for organising the event.

The activities of SPECTRUM, a forum for 
politics, governance and international 
affairs, of the department of Political 
Science was inaugurated on 17 th July, 
2017 at De Nobili Hall, St. Joseph’s 
College, Bangalore. The association 
was formally inaugurated by lighting of 
the lamp by Prof. R. L. M. Patil, former 
chairman of the department of Political 
Science, and Prof. Jerome Nirmalraj, 
former head of the department, St. 
Joseph’s College, Bangalore. Dr. P. E 
Somaiah, Head of the Department of 
Political Science delivered the welcome 
speech.

The inauguration was followed by a 
special lecture by Prof. R. L. M. Patil on 
‘Working of the Indian Constitution: A 
Review’. He spoke about the framing of 
the constitution and the many myths 
surrounding it. This was followed by an 
open house discussion. Prakharkant 
Tripathi anchored the programme and 
also proposed the vote of thanks.

Pg 14



Pg 15



Departments
Biotechnology
Workshop on ‘Active Learning 
in the Science Classroom’

A faculty workshop on active learning 
was organised in collaboration with 
Dr. Jenny Loertscher, Biochemist and 
Active learning researcher from Seattle 
University and St. Joseph’s College on 
July 12th 2017. Dr. Loertscher joined 
the workshop participants virtually 
through Zoom, an app that facilitates 
online conferences. Dr. Loertscher gave 
a lecture on what active learning is and 
shared her experiences in the classroom. 
She also made the participants work on 
an active learning module on enzymes, 
which gave the participants a flavour of 
what an active learning activity would 
look like. Faculty members from the 
departments of Chemistry, Botany, 
Biotechnology, Physics, Microbiology, 
Mathematics, Zoology were represented. 
Dr. Susan Mary Philip from the Dept. of 
Biotechnology organised and moderated 
the workshop.

Visit to NCBS

Botany

Dr. Betty Daniel visited the NCBS campus 
on 18th July 2017 along with her research 
scholars and Fr. Melwyn D’Cunha. The 
main purpose was to have an overview 
and understanding of various labs 
and it’s equipments. It helped us to 
understand the functioning of these 
labs by interacting with the professors 
working there. Dr. P.V. Shivaprasad 
(plant epigenetics) spoke on micro RNA 
directed Epigenetics using rice and its 
wild relatives as models. Dr. Mitradas M 
Panicker (cellular mechanics of mental 
illness) spoke on neurotransmitters and 
their role in neural function and few 
other relevant research topics. We also 
got the opportunity to explore different 
microscopes (AFM, TEM, Confocal and 
it’s variants, etc). The key take away, 
apart from the facility and work being 

done there, was the atmosphere which 
is very  systematic, self driven and well 
maintained; which is a class apart. 

Second MSc Students of Botany along 
with Mr. Martin Paul and Ms. Grace Crasta 
visited the Skanda Life Sciences Pvt. 
Limited, Bengaluru on 24-7-2017. 

Visiting Skanda Life Sciences helped 
the students better understand the 
development in various therapeutics 
especially oncology and they were 
exposed to several new technologies, 
instrumentations which helped them 
to understand how biotechnology and 
bioinformatics has a major role to play 
in medicine and other research aspects. 
They were exposed to various aspects of 
molecular biology, cell biology cancer 
biology and plant biochemistry. One 
of the stricking things they saw was 
how different plant based drugs were 
being tested on the cancer cell lines. For 
creating plant based drugs ,preclinical 
studies which are carried out using 
extracts from plants are designed in such 
a way that they have a long term stability 
in the different organs of the human 
body. 

Visit to Skanda Life Sciences

Commerce
Tharang 2017

Tharang – an intra collegiate Commerce 
fest was organized by the Department 
of Commerce. It was held on 21-22 nd 
July, 2017. It was a two day event which 
consisted of 12 events (Commerce 
& Cultural) where students of B.Com 
had an opportunity to showcase their 
talents. Prof. Clement D’souza, VP 
Humanities, declared Thanrang – “an 
intra- collegiate Commerce fest” open 
by unveiling the poster at the formal 
inaugural programme. Commerce 
committee members of academic year 
2016-17 was felicitated by Dr. Christo 
Selvan and newly elected commerce 
committee members were felicitated by 
Prof. Clement D’souza.

There were various competitions that 
allowed students a platform outside 

classroom to showcase and explore their 
talents and capabilities. There was an 
enthusiastic participation from students 
across both commerce based and cultural 
based events.

The Valedictory ceremony was held 
in the Auditorium on 22st July 2017. 
Winners of all the events were felicitated. 
Overall winners of “Tharang 2017” were 
announced by Dr. Christo Selvan by 
handing over the Overall winners trophy. 
Ms. Sanjna Aggarwal, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Commerce, delivered Vote 
of thanks.

Communication
‘Faithless electors’ an anomaly 
in US Elections

One of the biggest threats to American 
democracy via the elections is the 
emerging phenomenon of ‘faithless 
electors’, a legal issue which has never 
been challenged in the Supreme Court.

This anomaly was pointed out by 
Professor Russell Powell, Associate 
Provost and Professor of Law, Seattle 
University. He was addressing students 
and faculty in Xavier Hall on Thursday on 
the topic ‘The Elections Systems in the 
U.S.’.

In the last US elections, several electors 
were pressured to become ‘faithless 
electors’. For example, some Democrat 
and Republican winners sought to shift 
their votes to other candidates - Bernie 
Sanders instead of Hillary Clinton, or 
Ron Paul instead of Donald Trump, 
respectively.
Prof Powell said, “51 percent of the 
popular votes in Florida include all the 
electors in Florida. So, Florida gets 38 
electors. So, all of them can’t be members 
of Congress but usually they are active 
members from the winning party. In 
the past election, the Republican Party 
had a list of electors who were going to 
be from the state and all the members 
were Republicans. So, generally the 
assumption is if your state voted 
Republican, then the U.S. elector has a 
moral obligation to vote for a Republican 
candidate. Historically, almost always 
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people vote for whoever the candidate 
was from the winning party,” he said.

One thing that hasn’t happened in the 
U.S. in a long time is that the electorate 
hasn’t come to a deadlock. If there is no 
majority in the Electoral College (which is 
270 electors) then the 12th amendment 
says that the decision goes to the House 
of Representatives, he noted. “In fact, the 
popular television series, House of Cards, 
talks about what would happen if there is a 
failure of the U.S. electoral college system 
and the implication is that it only happens 
if there is corruption. It hasn’t happened 
yet, but if it were to happen it would be 
deeply problematic for our system,” said 
Powell.

The main goal of the crafters of the U.S. 
constitution was to avoid turmoil and not 
to gain direct control. One of the biggest 
criticisms about the U.S. presidential 
elections is that it is undemocratic in many 
ways and a system that is intrinsically 
rigged to serve the purposes of a few. 
Prof. Powell also explained controversial 
issue of ‘gerrymandering’. In his view, the 
idea was crafted by a Republican state 
legislature. He mentioned that this causes 
imbalance in the electorate by creating 
maps and manipulating boundaries in a 
way that it benefits only one party.

One of the leading examples (that has 
also made to the Supreme Court) is that 
of Wisconsin, Eastern Pennsylvania. In this 
district, there is no proper representation 
of the electorate. The map was chalked 
out in a way that it befitted the Republican 
Party. This maximised the result in a way 
that is undemocratic, he opined.
He concluded the session by touching 
upon the alleged Russian intervention in 
U.S. elections. He mentioned that it is a 
serious issue for the country’s security and 
it is been investigated by the Government 
as well as the FBI. The threat here is about 
a foreign country having the capability to 
hack US systems and access confidential 
files and voter databases, apart from 
hacking voting machines.

A tete-a-tete on Community 
Radio

Bengaluru: Community radio can 
penetrate where neither newspapers or 
the internet can, primarily the villages, 

according to Shamantha D.S, founder 
of Sarathi Jhalak 90.4 MHz Community 
Radio.

She was speaking to students and 
faculty of the Department of Mass 
Communication of St. Joseph’s College 
(SJC) on Saturday. Sarathi Jhalak radio 
station is situated at Anugondanahalli in 
Hoskote taluk, Bangalore district. It covers 
over 200 villages.

Sharing her experiences, Shamantha said, 
“We began community radio on August 
25, 2005 with the people of the villages. 
Our first programmer was an Anganvadi 
teacher with no experience. She did well 
as she had good communication skills. 
When the people are from the villages, 
they know the pulse of the people and can 
create programmes according to the need 
of the people.”

All those who joined her in the community 
radio at first were inexperienced and she 
trained them to be good programmers. 
The villagers listen to radio not for 
enjoyment but for information and as 
they are eager to know what is happening 
in their village and around, she said. “We 
call experts to speak about certain issues 
that affect the people. It includes health 
issues, agricultural, government policies 
and schemes. The programmers read the 
newspapers and tell the farmers what is 
going on over radio,” she added.

The people are interested to know about 
education and health benefits and 
government schemes that benefit them. 
The programmers have to research these 
matters as the information is not easily 
available in the newspapers.

“I was a journalism student, but it took 
time for me to get trained in the radio. 
The struggle and learning experience is 
helping me to do well in my profession. 
In the village the people are not at all 
interested in songs but they want content 
programmes,” Sunil. G, a programmer 
said.

Electronics
JET Quiz Competition

The Department of Electronics under 
the banner of Josephite Electronics 

and Technology (JET) Club successfully 
conducted a Quiz competition, 
preliminary round on 19 th July 2017 and 
the final round on 21 July, 2017 in the 
Electronics lab. Ten teams participated 
in the competition out of which three 
teams won the prize. Mr. Rajesh G was the 
teacher coordinator of the competition. 
Ms. Divyashree (V MEC) and Nandish H (V 
PEM) were the student coordinators.

English
META SCHOOLS

Meta Schools 2017 concluded after 
two days of intense but good-natured 
competition between students from 
various city institutions. The third edition 
of the literary festival exclusively for 
school students was organised on 14th 
and 15th July by the associations under 
the Department of English, SJC—namely, 
the Literary Society, the Performing Arts 
Society, and the Quiz Club,

The theme of the festival was Extraordinary 
Voyages, and featured events such as 
Fan Fiction, Slam Poetry, Just A Minute, 
Spelling Bee, Cartooning, Book Illustration 
and Quiz. Meta Schools is usually held in 
two levels-- Junior High School (VIII-X) 
and Senior School (XI-XII/PUC). This year’s 
edition, the third of its kind, featured 
participation from 18 institutions.

Presidency School (Nandini Layout) 
won the overall championship for Junior 
Schools (Std. VIII-X) with last year’s 

METONYM

Metonym 2017 is the inter-class literary 
festival organised by the Literary Society, 
the Performing Arts Society, Nous, and the 
Quiz Club, all associations coordinated 
by the Department of English. This year’s 
edition, the third since inception in 
2015, featured enthusiastic participation 
from UG and PG students spanning Arts, 
Science and Commerce streams. This 
despite the fact that events were held 
in the lunch-break or after classes. The 
contests were held during the last week 
of July and during the week following the 
mid-session tests.

Pg 17



A total of 24 events were organised, 
under categories such as Writing, Art, 
Performance, Speaking, Newsmaking 
and Quizzing. Several new events were 
introduced this year—and all of them 
were well-received. Notable among these 
were Outbox—an art event using cartons 
and discarded packaging, NoseCut—a 
speaking event for teams involving 
research around an announced list of 
personalities, Takedown—a writing event 
where participants had to zero in on 
the over-rated, and Storytelling— where 
participants had to spin a story around 
a starter announced beforehand. The 
winners were awarded certificates and 
book-coupons.

Some individuals proved really versatile 
this year. Kaushal Menon (I EJP) and Rekha 
Joly (II EJP) swept the speaking events. In 
the Art events, Sharon Varghese (II EJP) 
placed several times. Venkataraman led 
the II MA English team to a victory in the 
inter-class quiz, and placed in others. The 
all-rounder of the year was Philip Victor of 
II EJP who dazzled in several events across 
categories such as Speaking, Newsmaking 
and Writing.

As usual, Metonym featured a 
fairly absorbing fight for the overall 
championships with a neck-and neck 
contest between at least five different 
classes. II EJP eventually pulled away 
from the others to win the championship 
for the second time in convincing fashion. 
I EJP finished second overall, with close 
challenges from II CPE, I CPE, and II MA 
English.

CAUSERIE

The Department of English held its 
first Causerie of the year as part of the 
Metonym Inauguration. The speaker and 
chief guest was Aparna Vinod, alumna 
and founder of the Craft Caravan. It was 
felt that Ms. Vinod was the best person 
to inaugurate Metonym on account of 
the way she took her extra-curricular 
interests from College into fashioning an 
entirely new career for herself.
Ms. Vinod spoke of her experiments 
with curriculum design for participatory 
learning, and took the audience 
through two of her experiments with 
a curriculum that involved children 
travelling, interacting with local culture, 

and learning from artisans practicing 
dying crafts. The session itself was highly 
interactive, and included such delights as 
a drawing activity for the entire audience, 
and an enthusiastic question-and- answer 
session following the talk.

The Department of English launched 
its fourth association, named Nous, 
in August 2017. Nous (pronounced 
Naus) is envisioned as a co-curricular 
society aimed at creating a space for 
informed discussion of current events, 
an appreciation of news arts, an interest 
in writing about documentary film and 
experimental cinema, and explorations 
in the exciting new field known as the 
digital humanities.

While Nous is primarily aimed at CPE and 
EJP students, membership is open to all 
students of the college who are interested 
in the focus areas of the society.

NOUS

Environmental Science Film 
Screening - Cobra King

After the Tree Walk at Cubbon Park that 
we had for our club inauguration and 
the seed ball campaign in which we 
successfully managed to make more 
than 1500 seed balls of the Pongamia 
pinnata species, we were eagerly waiting 
for the next club activity.
This was materialized through an 
interaction and association with Mr. 
Gowri Shankar of the Kalinga Centre 
for Rain Forest Ecology. We organised a 
premiere of “Cobra King”, a film featuring 
Mr. Gowri Shankar, King Cobra expert and 
the King Cobras of the Western Ghats 
region. The film was shot by Mr. Sandesh 
Kadur and team and was funded by 
National Geographic Channel and 
the Smithsonian Channel. We hosted 
an overwhelming crowd of over 350 
people. The screening was well received 
by the audience after which Mr. Gowri 
Shankar and Mr. Sandesh Kadur revealed 
technical details involved and concluded 
the programme. This marked the third 

Enviromental 
Science

event of our club, encouraging us to host 
many more.

Sociology
Gender and Work : Challenging 
Conventional Wisdom

The Department of Sociology and 
Industrial Relations published a book 
titled, ‘Gender and Work: Challenging 
Conventional Wisdom’.

This book summarizes the large literature 
on women and men in management. 
The book includes discussions of gender 
socialization and employment patterns 
of women and men. It then turns to 
issues affecting women and men in 
management, such as working in teams, 
leadership, and career development. 
This book gives a clear view of gender and 
gender related issues in the field of work. 
The book is edited by Dr. Berin Lukas,  Ms. 
Maria A and Ms. Abigail Fernandez.

Conference of 
Catholic Colleges of 
Karnataka
The Conference of Catholic Colleges 
of Karnataka (CCCK) and Xavier Board, 
Karnataka Region organized a one-day 
meeting for the Managers, Principals, 
Teachers and Students of all Catholic 
colleges of Karnataka region, on 25th 
August 2017, in Mysore. The themes 
involved National Education Policy, NAAC 
and New Accreditation Guidelines.

• Dr Joyce D’Souza
• Mr Nevil D’Souza
• Mr Charles Ambrose
• Mr Immaculate Mary
• Ms Princy Nisha
• Ms Jevitha Lobo
• Mr Neil Tannen
• Ms Divina Lobo

The following staff attended the 
meeting:
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The following students attended the 
meeting:

• Praveen Kumar
• Sr. Pani Helan
• Sr. Deva Sagaya Rani
• Ashline K Shaju

The  staff & students thank the 
management for giving this opportunity to 
interact with experts in National Education 
Policy and broaden our horizons on 
various aspects of empowerment through 
education.

On 3rd May, 2017 at 8.45 PM when the 
aircraft took off from Bangalore with 35 
of us teachers (Dr Berin Lukas, Dr Jacob 
Abraham, Dr Subhashini, Mr John Binze. 
Dr Stephen Titus, Mr Maria Sahayaraj, 
Dr Prema Gunasheeli, Ms Bruno Martin, 
Mr Madappa MB, Ms Anita Noronha, Mr 
Charles Ambrose, Ms Princy Nisha) family 
members and friends, I was still skeptical 
of the tour operator’s claim that they 
would cover 10 countries in Europe in just 
15 days. Only after we alighted from the 
aircraft into the chilly air of Bangalore on 
19 th May 2017, did it sink in that we had 
really completed the promised whirlwind 
tour. Except for the few hours of the flight 
in and out of Bangalore, we travelled all 
the 15 days in a bus!! More incredible 
that anything we experienced there is this 
Newsletter asking me to recount a trip 
spanning 10 countries in 250 words!

In London, we visited Madame Tussauds, 
the iconic Tower Bridge across the river 
Thames, saw the imposing Neo-Gothic 
buildings of the Palace of Westminster 
(Houses of Parliament), witnessed the 
change of guards in the forecourt of the 
Buckingham Palace, careened through 
the British Museum and had a Panoramic 

Enchanting Europe

Mr. Ramesh N, a non teaching staff of the 
Chemistry Department, passed away in May 
2017. We would like to express our deepest 
condolences to  Rev. Fr. Dr. Victor Lobo SJ, 
Ms. Satyasree, Dr. Grace Prabhakar and Mr. 
Lawrence Rodrigues, who lost their loved ones 
during August 2017. May God give the grieving 
families the strength to bear the loss. 

Our Deepest 
Condolecence

view of the city from the London Eye – a 
giant ferris wheel. The hallmark of London 
is the muted elegance of its well-kept 
18th century Georgian houses and public 
buildings. The plush P&O Ferry at the 
port of Dover took us to Calais for a 3-day 
sojourn in Paris. It was evening when we 
drove into Paris. The Eiffel tower looked 
sombre in the fading light and turned 
resplendent and ethereal when the lights 
came on. The next day a few in the group 
left on a pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of 
Our Lady at Lourdes. A few spent the 
day in Disney Land and the rest visited 
the magnificent Louvre museum and 
the opulent Versailles Palace. On the 3 
rd day in Paris we saw the Opera House, 
shopped at Montmarte, peeped from the 
bus window at Moulin Rouge, visited the 
imposing Basilica of the Sacred Heart, 
saw the miraculously preserved body of 
St. Catherine Laboure, the relics of St. 
Vincent de Paul, the medieval Notre Dame 
Cathedral and enjoyed a romantic evening 
cruise down the river Seine.

From Paris after a 320 km drive we reached 
the heart of Brussels – the Grand Place 
and the Square. Next on our itinerary 
was Amsterdam, the city of canals and 
windmills. The leisurely 3-hour stroll 
through the breathtakingly beautiful Tulip 
garden was exhilarating. In the morning, 
we left for Cologne. The towering Cologne 
Cathedral on the bank of river Rhine was 
a sight to behold. The night halt was at 
Stuttgart. From there we passed through 
Black Forest, an area of lovely conifers to 
reach Switzerland, the land of rolling hills, 
pastures and lakes. At Neuhausen we saw 
the Rhine Falls and via the beautiful town 
of Lucerne arrived at Engelberg, a quiet 
alpine town surrounded by snow clad 
mountains. The next morning we headed 
for the 10000 feet high Mount Titlis. The 
rotating cable car provided a 360 degree 
panoramic

view of the snow clad peaks. At the 
summit we frolicked in the snow and 
enviously watched professionals ski. Our 
next destination was Vaduz the capital 
city of Liechtenstein, a tiny country of 
62 square miles sandwiched between 
Switzerland and Austria. We drove through 
the lovely snow-clad Austria and stayed at 
Innsbruck. Visited the Swarovski Crystal 
World in Wattens and from there after 
a 340 km drive reached the Basilica of 
St. Antony at Padua. Our next stop was 
Venice. We boarded a boat to the St. Marks 
Square, watched the famed waterways 
and Gondolas and the Italo-Byzantine St. 
Mark Basilica adorned with shimmering 
gold mosaics. We were transferred to 
Florence, home to many masterpieces 
of Renaissance art and architecture. The 
Duomo Cathedral there is massive and 
ornate and Michelangelo’s David at the 
Public Square is exquisite. Following an 
overnight stay in Pisa, we visited the Pisa 
Cathedral and its bell tower – the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa. After a five-hour drive from 
Pisa we sighted that iconic symbol of 
imperial Rome, the Colosseum imbued 
with the golden hue of the setting sun. On 
the morning of 18th May, the penultimate 
day of the tour, we reached Vatican for the 
Papal Audience at the St. Peter’s Square. 
Later, we undertook a guided tour of the 
Vatican Museum which has a fantastic 
collection of art built by the Popes over 
centuries and the Sistine Chapel adorned 
with the frescos of Michelangelo. As 
the grand finale of our tour we entered 
the massive Papal Basilica of St. Peter 
renowned for its Renaissance architecture, 
admired the Pieta and went down to the 
vault beneath the Basilica which houses 
St. Peter’s tomb and other papal tombs.

- Dr Jacob Abraham

Congratulations to the 
Newly Weds
Mrs. Teena and Mr. Chris Mathew George

Mr. Cyril and Mrs. Madhura

Mr. Adarsh and Mrs. Pavithra

Mr. Marudhu Pandian and Mrs. Parinitha Shinde
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Fr Dr Victor Lobo SJ (Principal)

Ms Anita Noronha (Convener)

Dr Cheriyan Alexander (Chief Editor)

Mr Vinayak Rama Varma (Editorial Team)

Ms Noora Kamar (Editorial Team)

Ms Rency Thomas (Editorial Team)

Mr Nevil D’Souza (Design Team)

Ms Ria Saha (Correspondent)

Ms Aparna MC (Correspondent)

Ms Nikitha Rajendra (Correspondent)

Ms Neeta Pereira (Correspondent)

Dr Sanam Roohi (Correspondent)

Mr Ninoy Rodrigues (Correspondent)

Mr Wilson Fernandes (Correspondent)

Russell Dias (II BVC)

Ray Jojan (II BVC)

Jerin Tom (II BVC)

The reports published in the issue are 
the ones the editorial team received 
in response to its call within the 
deadline. Reports to be published in 
subsequent issues must be sent to 
josephite@sjc.ac.in

Mr Clement D’Souza

Mr Venkatesh

Mr Clement D’Souza

Mr Venkatesh

Josephite Team Student Design 
Team

Disclaimer

Special Thanks

To,
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